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editorial

On life and death
In this issue there is an obitu-
rary.

As long as I have been 
involved with making this pub-
lication and the one before 
this one, it has been my policy 
and principle not to delve into 
deaths and accidents. After 
all, would a classic car maga-
zine go on about all those 
killed in traffic accidents, or 
a travel magazine about the 
crime and corruption in the 
various cities and countries it 
covers?

Diving is about joy, life and 
providing pleasurable adven-
tures and enriching experi-
ences.

And that is how we are going 
to keep looking at it going for-
ward.

Our friend and associate Ron 
Akeson died while he was 
doing what he loved.

Diving was his passion, calling 
and profession, and he took it 

to the highest levels, introduc-
ing others to the wondrous 
realm underwater, opening 
their eyes to a new world full 
of adventure and excitement. 
For that, many of his past stu-
dents are eternally grateful.

After spending more than two 
decades in this line of work, I 
have unfortunately lost a num-
ber of friends and colleagues 
to the deep. As some of these 
were explorers operating at 
and often pushing the bound-
aries, it is what happens some-
times.  

It also happens that we lose 
loved ones due to accidents 
in traffic or in the work place 
or because they succumb to 
illness.

It doesn’t matter what we do.  

There is always a risk. We 
could keel over while playing 
tennis or while shopping at the 
local supermarket.

What matters is living our life 

and making the most of it 
while we have it.  

Losing Ron made me sad and 
pensive, but it did not shake 
my interest or belief in diving. 

While his passing did serve 
as a somber reminder never 
to compromise on safety, it 
rather reaffirmed my belief in 
diving.  

Diving makes me feel alive 
and appreciative of the natu-
ral beauty and wonders of our 
blue planet.

Ron, by living his passion and 
teaching by example, remind-
ed me of this feeling, and I 
have all good intentions to 
keep following his lead. I don’t 
think he would approve if I did 
otherwise, and getting wet is 
the best hommage I can pay.

Keep the adventures going!
 

—X-RAY MAG

— Editorial
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News edited  
by Peter Symes NEWS

from the deep

US to create world's largest marine park

Palmira Atoll National Wildlife Refuge
USFWS

NOAA
Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument (center of map) is to be 
expanded significantly to create the world's largest marine park

President Barack Obama has announced 
plans to create the world’s largest marine 
park in the Pacific Ocean by expanding 
the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National 
Monument. Environmentalists are hailing the 
move, which aims to protect fragile marine 
life, as a step in the right direction.
 In a video message, Obama said: “Let’s 
make sure that years from now we can look 

our children in the eye and tell them that, 
yes, we did our part, we took action, and 
we led the way toward a safer, more stable 
world,” adding that while protecting the 
oceans is a task requiring the cooperation 
of many countries working together, the 
United States must take the lead in conserv-
ing fragile marine ecosystems.
 Detractors say the newly expanded park 

will have little impact as there is 
not much commercial fishing or 
drilling in the area since it is so far 
away from ports.
 However, conservationists said 
proactive steps now will pro-
tect ecosystems in the future. 
Lance Morgan of the Marine 
Conservation Institute said, “These 
are fairly long distances from any 
ports, and they’re very expensive 
to get to,” but added, “Still, we 
don’t know what all the future 
uses are going to be.”
 Using the 1906 Antiquities Act, 
Obama could protect up to 
780,000 square miles, or nine times 

what his predecessor, President 
George W. Bush, set aside for the 
Pacific Remote Islands Marine 
national monument in 2009, 
according to a geographic analy-
sis by the Pew Charitable Trusts. 
 In addition to expanding the 
marine park, Obama launched 
a task force to curb illegal fishing 
and fraud in the seafood indus-
try, preventing mislabelling to 
hide a product’s origin. The White 
House said that one-fifth of wild 
fish caught each year are sold on 
the black market, which costs the 
legal fishing trade US$23 billion. ■ 
SOURCE: WASHINGTON POST

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_DiveDamai


5 X-RAY MAG : 61 : 2014 EDITORIAL        FEATURES        TRAVEL        NEWS        WRECKS        EQUIPMENT        BOOKS        SCIENCE & ECOLOGY        TECH        EDUCATION        PROFILES        PHOTO & VIDEO        PORTFOLIO

On World Oceans Day, New Zealand 
formally opened its newest marine 
reserve in Akaroa Harbour. With this 
measure, the marine life of the area is 
protected and fishing is not permitted 
in the reserve.
 Conservation Minister Nick Smith 
said, "Some of the hundreds of spe-
cies that will benefit from the reserve 
include giant bull kelp, green and 
horse mussels, sea tulips, hydroids, 
sponges, sea squirts, sea anemones, 
cushion, snake and biscuit stars; fish 
like blue cod, butterfish, blue moki, 
leatherjacket and white pointer 

sharks; birds like penguins 
and shags and marine 
mammals like fur seals and 
Hector's dolphins.”
 Visitors flock to this iconic 
harbour for its incredible 
scenery of volcanic cliffs and odd 
sea stacks as well as the various rec-
reational opportunities available in 
the area, according to Environment 
Minister Amy Adams. "The reserve will 
enhance Akaroa's growing nature-
based tourism and will be an eco-
nomic as well as an environmental 
asset for the Banks Peninsula commu-

nity,” she said.
 While conservationists applaud the 
creation of the 512-hectare reserve, 
they say a lot more needs to be 
done. "New Zealand's territorial and 
Exclusive Economic Zones cover 400 
million hectares. And 99 per cent of 
those waters are open to deep sea 
oil drilling and various types of sea-

bed mining," said Forest & Bird advo-
cacy manager Kevin Hackwell. "New 
Zealand has the world's fourth largest 
marine jurisdiction. It is so vast, a third 
of the world's seabird species and 
nearly half of the world's whale, por-
poise and dolphin species have been 
reported within it." ■ 
SOURCE: TVNZ.CO.NZ

news

PHILLIP CAPPER / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Entrance 
to Akaroa 

Harbour

New Zealand opens new marine park

New Caledonia creates massive new marine park

Araucaria columnaris trees, New Caledonia

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

In excess of 1.3 million square kilome-
tres, the new park will be one of the 
world’s largest. The protected area 
will be almost the size of Queensland.
 Tourism authorities in New Caledonia 
have announced the establishment 
of one of the world’s largest nature 
preserves as a historic moment for sus-
tainable tourism. Years in the making, 
the recent government decree has 
paved the way for a management 
plan for this vast, biologically-rich area 
of the Pacific.
 It is called Le Parc Naturel de la Mer 
de Corail Marine Sanctuary, or Natu-
ral Park of the Coral Sea. It includes 
about 450,000 hectares of coral reefs 
and is home to 25 species of marine 

mammals, 48 shark species, 19 species 
of nesting birds and five species of sea 
turtles.
 The government of New Caledonia 
wanted to establish one of the world's 
largest protected areas on land and 
sea, and protect the country's natural 
wealth. 
 "This is an historic moment in marine 
conservation, as well as sustainable 
tourism," said Caroline Brunel, New 
Caledonia Tourism's sales and market-
ing director. "Such a measure exem-
plifies that it is possible to invest in the 
long-term health and productivity of 
our ocean resources, whilst also invest-
ing in our tourism industry," she said. ■
SOURCE: DAILYMAIL.CO.UK

Location of New Caledonia in Melanesia, east of Australia

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_MikeBall
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news

Fish have feelings too
German scientists dis-
cover that chronic stress 
can lead to depression 
and anxiety in fish, while 
a Norwegian research-
er looking into stress 
response and frustration in 
fish finds that salmon have 
emotional responses. 

Meanwhile a doctoral thesis on 
stress response and frustration 
in fish by research fellow Marco 
Antonio Vindas at Norway's 
environmental and life sciences 
university has also established 
that salmon have emotional 
responses, defined as more or 
less unconscious reactions in the 
brain triggered by consuming or 

positive situations.
 In the German investigation, 
zebrafish suffering from chronic 
stress as a result of a genetic 
mutation showed signs of 
depression in behavioural tests. 
An analysis of the "lethargic" 
zebrafish showed that they had 
an extremely elevated concen-
tration of the stress hormones 
cortisol, CRH and ACTH. 

Fish on Prozac
The scientists therefore postu-
lated that these fish were suf-
fering from chronic stress and 
were exhibiting certain aspects 
of depressive or perhaps hyper-
anxious behaviour. To put this 
assumption to the test, the 
researchers added the antide-
pressant fluoxetine (a.k.a. Prozac 

to some) to the water. 
Shortly afterwards, the fish's 
behaviour returned to nor-
mal.

Frustrated salmon 
In the Norwegian experi-
ment, salmon were taught 
to associate light with a 
reward in the form of food. 
Omitting an expected 
reward triggered frustra-
tion. Levels of dopamin—a 
neurotransmitter that is pro-
duced when new situations 
are encountered and helps 
increase attention—not only 
increased but did to a quite 
high level. It was is if encoun-
tering ongoing unpredicta-
bity required the fish to be 
more attentive, which led to 
an constant production of 

dopamin.
 An adverse effect of sus-
tained heightened levels 
of dopamin is diminished 
memory and reduced 
capacity to react normally. 
As dopamin is also associ-
ated with the sensation of 
pleasure and plays a role in 
addiction, decreasing levels 
can create withdrawal, with 
all the sensations of feeling 
blue that comes with it.

Crabs too
As reported a couple of 
years ago in this publica-
tion, a study conducted by 
reseachers from Queen's 
University demonstrated that 
crabs not only suffer pain 
too but also retain a memo-
ry of it. ■

Atlantic salmon

TIMOTHY KNEPP, USFWS / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

PETER SYMES

Feeling blue!?

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_CaradonnaFijiJuly
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news

Champagne stored on the bottom 
of the Baltic near classic wrecks

The champagnes were lowered into the water close to 
the Åland shipwreck discovery almost exactly four 

years ago, where a stash of 47 bottles of Veuve 
Clicquot from 1839 and 1841 were recovered.

Pitcairn Islands a treasure 
trove of new species 

Four years ago a cargo of 
old champagne was dis-

covered at the bottom of 
the Baltic Sea near the Åland 

archipelago close to Finland.
Experts believed the vessel car-

rying the champagne had been 
shipwrecked in the 1840s en route 
to Russia and spent more than 
165 years underwater.  
 Out of the bottles that were 
salvaged, 95 were from the 
Juglar champagne house, which 
closed down in 1829. The same 
owners produce Jacquesson 
today. Veuve Clicquot was 
represented by 46 bottles and 
Heidsieck & Co by four. The 
Veuve Clicquot bottles were 
dated 1841–1850.  

Record prices
The Juglar bottle was sold for 
24,000 euros while the Veuve 
Clicquot champagne, dating 
back to approximately 1841, 
went for 30,000 euros, set-
ting a new world record. The 
earlier record, set in 2008, was 

US$84,700 for two bot-
tles of 1959 Dom 
Perignon Rosé.
 According to 
the the cellarmas-

ter of Veuve Clicquot, Dominique 
Demarville a tasting of the more 
than century-old champagne 
showed an astonishing freshness 
and inspired the house to embark 
on the program.

Åland vault
Veuve Clicquot has named the 
underwater champagne cellar 
the Åland Vault, and filled it with 
non-vintage Yellow Label (in 75cl 
and magnum bottles), Vintage 
Rosé 2004 and demi-sec wines.
 Demarville said about their 
underground cellar, “The Baltic 
Sea is a cool dark sea with a 
temperature around 4˚C (39°F). 
There is very little current so the 
pressure remains constant and it 
is significantly less salty than other 
seas. These conditions allow us 
to measure the impact of the 
absence of oxygen on the aging 
process in a stable environment.” 
The Reims cellars are at a con-
stant 11°C (52˚F).
 Veuve Clicquot plans to 
retrieve some wines from the sea 
on a regular basis and conduct 
comparative tastings with the 
duplicate bottles from the cel-
lars in Reims in the presence of a 
panel of professional tasters. ■

The Boutique Liveaboard

WWW . THEARENUI . COM

Pristine coral reefs √
Pelagics from mantas to mola √

Macro from pygmies to blue-rings √
Raja Ampat √

Ambon, Maluku √
Komodo & Alor √
Luxury cabins √
Massage & Spa √
5 star service √An international team of scientists have carried out 

the first underwater surveys of the deep and shallow 
waters around the islands and discover 80 new 
species of fish, coral and algae.

The islands. which are best known 
for their connection to the mutiny 
on the Royal Navy ship, Bounty, 
in the 18th century, are one of 
the most remote places on Earth 
and have escaped overfishing 
and pollution that has damaged 
many other regions of the world’s 
oceans. 
 The researchers conducted 
the first surveys of the deep habi-
tats around the Pitcairn Islands 
using drop-cameras at 21 sites 
from depths of 78 to 1,585m. The 
scientists found healthy coral 
reefs and an abundance of fish, 
around half of them not found 
anywhere else in the world.
 A key indicator of the water's 
good state were the number 
of top predators like sharks that 
the scientists recorded. They 
accounted for over half of the 

biomass at Ducie Atoll, one of the 
least disturbed locations.

Pure water
Perhaps the most significant 
discovery was down to the purity 
of the water. The scientists found 
a type of coralline algae living 
deeper than anywhere else on 
Earth. "It lives at 382m that's more 
than 100m deeper than the previ-
ous record, because of the clarity 
of the water," expedition leader 
and co-author Dr Enric Sala told 
BBC News.
 Pitcairn Islands is a British 
overseas territory and, with only 
about 56 inhabitants, it is the least 
populous national jurisdiction in 
the world. The inhabitants are 
descendants of the Bounty mu-
tineers and the Polynesians who 
accompanied them. ■

ANDREW RANDALL CHRISTIAN

Waters around Pitcairn Islands have "unique global value that is 
irreplaceable" said an international team of scientists

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Arenui
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wreck 
rap

Text and photos by Vic Verlinden

At the end of Second World War, 
the allied forces were in pos-
session of 120 German U-boats. 
They decided to let them sink in 
the deep water of the Atlantic 
Ocean during a special opera-
tion for this purpose. The Grey 
Wolves was the nickname for 
the German U-boats that often 
assaulted the allied convoys 
in groups and torpedoed nu-
merous ships. When the British 
battleships became more long-
range and sonar was devel-
oped, the U-boats were no long-
er invisible and many of them 
were sunk. That is the reason 
why the Germans constructed 
a new 21-type that they called 
Elektroboot. These were created 
to stay entirely underwater dur-
ing an operation and were able 
to top a speed of 18 knots. Other 
types had to rise to the surface 
in order to charge their batteries 
and aerate the boat. 

On the January 30, the U-2511 finished its 
test trip in the Bay of Dantzig with Adel-
bert Schnee and his crew who already 
had a lot of experience with U-boats. He 

also commanded successfully the U-201 
with which he sunk several ships. On the 
return to Bergen in Norway, a few dozen 
survivors from the torpedoed liner Wilhelm 

Gustloff was taken on board. On April 30, 
the first type 21 U-boat went on patrol in 
the Caribbean in order to test the ship in 
all circumstances. On May 1, the U-2511 

had its first contact with the enemy, but 
three days later, Adelbert Schnee re-
ceived the order to "cease-fire". The war 
was officially over at that moment, but 

Operation Deadlight

Divers on 
the wreck 

of the 
U-2511
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wreck 
rap

a few hours later, he caught 
sight of the British cruiser Norfolk 
and a few other warships that 
he could approach within 500 
metres. Schnee had the possibil-
ity to execute a perfect assault, 
but he changed his mind and 
ordered the crew to continue 
the voyage to their home port 
in Bergen which they reached 
on May 5. The U-2511 proved its 
efficacy but it was too late to 
bet on the powerful weapon 
with success. No member of 
the crew was wounded or killed 
during the patrol, and there 
were no victims on the enemy 
side.

Burying the Wolves  
in the depths
After the end of the Second 
World War, the seized U-boats 
were gathered together in 
Lishally, Ireland. The Allied forces 
decided to sink an enormous 
quantity of U-boats, which they 
torpedoed to the depths of 
the Atlantic Ocean off the Irish 
coastline. Operation Deadlight 
was created, and they started 
to sink the 121 U-boats. 
 Under the circumstances, 
a good many U-boats never 
reached the planned area. As 
there were sometimes problems 
during the rigging with bad 

Team member 
Joeri Vinks (left) 
coming aboard 
the dive vessel 
Loyal Watcher

Divers ready to enter the water from the dive boatHistorical photo of elektroboots in the harbor

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_FourthElement
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wreck 
rap

weather, it was possible that a 
decision was made to sink the 
U-boat in shallow water. 
 The U-2511 was rigged on  
7 January 1946, but the weath-
er was so bad that the gear 
broke, and the U-2511 went 
round in circles without any-
body in command of it out in 
open ocean. They decided 
then to sink the submarine with 
gunfire. After a while the boat 
sank little by little and reached 
a depth of 72 metres in 20 min-
utes. Many other submarines 

sank that way in the shallows, 
contrary to prevailing belief at 
the time, and some of them 
were discovered when the 
technical divers came out in 
the 90's.

Most important U-boat 
wreck
A local diver, Al Wright, dis-
covered one of the wrecks in 
1999. Then in 2001, the English 
U-boat specialist, Innes McCa-
rtney, undertook an expedition 
in the area and filmed several 

wrecks. One of them was the 
U-2511. The wreck was still in 
good condition, so the expe-
dition was able to capture 
magnificent images of the ele-
ktroboot. The U-2511 is the only 
type that was well preserved 
and is therefore an important 
archaeological find.

Diving a gigantic U-boat
Everything was implemented 
in order to grab the wreck of 
the U-2511 with the submarine 
Loyal Watcher, which was in 

the neighbourhood of 
Malin Head in North-
ern Ireland. As I had 
already experienced 
something of the sort in 
the past, so I knew this 
was easier said than 
done. 
 Considering the 
rounded form of the 
hull, the grapnel or an-
chor, glided easily from 
the wreck, and the 
Linda was able to raise 
the grapnel several 
times before it finally 
clung to the wreck. The 
teams were dropped 
one by one, and my 
dive buddy and I were 
the fourth pair to go 
into the water.
 Floating to the buoy, 
I kept an eye on it just 
to be sure that this 
time I would not miss 
it. There was not much 
current and everything 
went smoothly going 
down. The visibility on 
the wreck was at least 

Diver Frank Robert 
near the hull of 
the U-2511 (left); 
Historical photo of 
the elektroboots in 
harbor (below)

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Caradonna_Bonaire_July
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eight metres, and the grapnel was situ-
ated near the tower in the middle of 
the wreck. 
 I have dived on several wrecks of 
submarines from the First World War in 
the North Sea, but they were nothing 
compared to this giant with a length of 
80 metres. 
 We first went along the imposing 
tower and then followed the hull to the 
back of the wreck. A few minutes later 
we arrived at a gaping hole where the 
submarine was hit when the Allies sank 
it. From here we could see a part of the 
interior and spied several spare parts. 
A bit later in the dive, we saw the two 
propellers of the wreck, with the blades 
still in good condition. 
 We were already at the halfway 
point of the dive and had to return to 

the centre of the boat where we would 
find the accent line to follow in order 
to return to the surface. The hull of the 
wreck was decorated with sea anemo-
nes of all colours, which transformed 
the wreck into a brilliant scene. 
 We were now back at the tower 
with the periscope and several anten-
nas, and we swam once more around 
in order to have a good view of the 
wreck. Inevitably, our dive comput-
ers indicated that we had to start the 
climb back to the surface. During the 
decompression stop of about one hour, 
I had enough time to review the digital 
images I took during the dive. 
 The U-2511 is an absolutely superb 
wreck to dive, and I recommend it to 
anyone who intends to dive in the re-
gion. Based on the condition, of course, 

that one is not afraid of the cold and the 
sometimes rainy weather, you will enjoy a 
memorable dive in this area. ■

Having dived over 400 wrecks, Vic Verlin-
den is an avid and pioneering wreck diver, 
award-winning underwater photographer 
and dive guide from Belgium. His work has 
been published in dive magazines and 
technical diving publications in the United 
States, Russia, France, Germany, Belgium, 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands. He is 
also the organizer of tekDive-Europe tech-
nical dive show. For more information, visit: 
www.vicverlinden.com

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Builder: Blohm & Voss, Hamburg 
Date: 7 July 1944
Tonnage: 1,621 tons
Length: 76 metres  
Width: 8 metres
Propulsion: Diesel/electric 2 propellers
Speed: 16 knots
Range: 16,000 miles
Armament: 6 torpedo tubes,  
21 torpedoes

Diver with scooter at the 
propeller  of U-2511 (left); 
Rebreather diver Steve Brown 
inspects the midship section 
at 70m depth (below)

http://www.vicverlinden.com/
http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_APDiving
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Working from both sides of 
the Fehmarn Belt, archaeolo-
gists surveying the area of the 
future Fehmarn Belt Tunnel for 
important wrecks and prehis-
toric sites have come up with 
at least two significant wrecks. 
 One lies in German waters 
only 3km north of Puttgarten 
from where the ferries to 
Denmark depart. This is 
probably the Danish war-
ship, Lindormen, which sank 
in October 1644 during the 
Batttle of Fehrmarn, which 
was fought against a Swedish-
Dutch fleet. As position of the 
wreck has been widely known 
for several years, archaeolo-
gists therefore expect that it 
is partially looted by sports 
divers. 
 The wreck is severely dam-
aged by shipsworm and will 
not last long 
even if it is saved. 
Therefore, the 
plan is to bury the 
wreck under 4,000 
tons of sand to 
protect it from fur-
ther deterioation 
during the con-
struction of the 
tunnel.

Dutch wreck
The discovery of a 
second wreck lo-
cated at depth of 
24 metes in Dan-

ish waters around 8km south 
of Rødby has, however, been 
kept in complete secrecy 
since it was first located in 2008 
while marine archeaogists pre-
pared for further investigations. 
Whether the second wreck 
also dates to the same battle 
has not yet been determined. 
 The investigation is one of 
the biggest marine archaeo-
logical surveys conducted in 
Scandinavia for many years. 
Curator and marine archae-
ologist, Jørgen Dencker, from 
the Viking Ship Museum in 
Roskilde, Denmark, explains: 
 "On most wrecks in Dan-
ish waters, only the bottom is 
preserved. The wreck of the 
Fehmarn Belt is truly a gem, 
a treasure trove. As many as 
possible of the delicate vari-
ous artifacts must be salvaged 

and protected for the 
future.  
 "We were struck by the 
extent of ship timber and 
cannons strewn   criss-
cross on the seabed al-
most like a Mikado game. 
Some of the guns are on 
top of each other and 
must come from the gun 
deck that collapsed." 
 Furthermore, pottery 
jars, metal vessels, rig-
ging and ammunition has 
been found.  
 
Full deck preserved
Until the artifacts have 
been salaged, it is not 
possible to estimate the 
full size and condition of 
the wreck, but archeaol-
ogists believe that at least one 
full deck is preserved. 

 However, 
while relatively 
well-preserved, 
centuries be-
neath the sea 
have taken 
their toll, leav-
ing a number 
of unanswered 
questions sur-
rounding the 
wreck. One of 
the mysteries 
is the vessel's 
identity, al-
though Denck-
er is confident 

that it is likely to be a vessel 
known either as Zvaarte Arend 
or Zvaarte Adelaar (or Black 
Eagle). 
 In the many naval battles 
fought in 1644 between Den-
mark and Sweden in the Baltic 
Sea, this vessel sided with 
Sweden. The most famous is 
the Battle of Colberger Heath 
between Fehmarn and Kiel 
Bay on 1 July 1644. The Danish 
fleet was under the command 
of King Christian IV, who lost 
the sight of his right eye in this 
battle, which was otherwise 
not decisive for the outcome 
of the war.  
 However, on October 13 of 

that year, Zvaarte Arend, en-
tered the scene, engaging in 
the naval battle fought in the 
Fehmarnbelt where the Danes 
suffered an ignominious de-
feat. The Danish fleet was dev-
astated—some vessels sunk, 
others ran aground while the 
crews tried to escape. Only 
three of the 17 Danish vessels 
got away. With this defeat, 
Denmark lost control of the 
Baltic Sea for a long time.  
 Both wrecks are protected 
by Danish and German law 
and must therefore be exam-
ined more closely to figure out 
how best to ensure the find-
ings for posterity. ■

wreck 
rap Baltic tunnel project uncovers several 

17th century wrecks 
Archeaologists surveying the seabed ahead of the construction of a fixed link between Denmark 
and Germany across the Fehmarnbelt find untouched wrecks of Dutch and Danish warships from The 
Battle of Fehmarn, which took place in 1644. The marine archaeology expeditions are the largest ever 
mounted in Scandinavia.

VIKINGESKIBSMUSEET

The first task for the maritime archaeologists is to sort out the chaotic tangle 
of fallen timbers, cannons, ropes and other artefacts

Battle of Fehmarn (1644)

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Eurotickets
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Has Columbus' flagship, Santa Maria, been found?

Greater protection 
for ships lost in First 
World War

Archaeological investigators think they may have discovered the wreck of 
Christopher Columbus’s flagship, the Santa Maria. Haiti asks for international 
assistance with the investigation.  

U.S. underwater investigator 
Barry Clifford tells BBC evidence 
"strongly suggests" a wreck off 
Haiti's north coast is the Santa 
Maria. He said he is working with 
the Haitian government to pro-
tect the site for a more detailed 
investigation.
The Santa Maria, along with the 
La Nina and La Pinta, were part 
of Columbus's expedition in 1492, 
which explored islands in the 
Caribbean in an attempt to find 
a westward passage to Asia. The 

flagship, which was the largest of 
the three ships, was lost during the 
expedition, shortly before Colum-
bus returned to Spain.

Clifford told CNN he identified the 
potential location of the Santa 
Maria through earlier archaeo-
logical findings that pinpointed a 
likely location for Columbus's fort 
—a building that experts always 
thought was erected near to 
where the ship ran aground.
 He also used information from 

the explorer's di-
ary, and a recent 
diving mission near 
the site further bur-
nished Clifford's be-
lief the wreck was 
the Santa Maria.

The ship was found 
in the exact area 
where Columbus 
said the Santa 
Maria ran aground 
more than 500 
years ago, Clifford 
said. The wreck 
is stuck on a reef 
off Haiti's northern 
coast, 10 to 15 feet 
beneath the wa-
ter's surface. Clif-

ford said the "smoking gun" was 
a cannon of 15th century design 
found at the site.
 
UNESCO to investigate
In a letter dated June 12, Hai-
tian Culture Minister Monique 
Rocourt asked for the support 
of the Scientific and Technical 
Advisory Body of UNESCO’s 2001 
Convention on the Protection of 
Underwater Cultural Heritage, re-
questing that a mission of experts 
be sent to the site. On June 23, 
UNESCO confirmed it will provide 
technical assistance requested. 
 
The agency said in a press re-
lease that it will send a mission in 
the coming months to examine 
the wreck located off the town 
of Cap-Haïtien, in the north of 
the country. Irina Bokova, the 
Director-General of UNESCO, 
expressed concern about the risk 
“of looting of underwater herit-
age sites off the shores of Haiti".

Explorers, including Bill Clifford’s 
team, already visited the wreck 
in 2003 and identified a cannon 
believed to date from the 15th 
century. It has since disappeared. 
■

ANDRIES VAN EERTVELT

Many of the wrecks from WWI 
have for a long time been threat-
ened by salvage operations, 
deliberate destruction and loot-
ing. With the centenary of the 
conflict coming up, these wrecks 
will now begin to fall under 
the protection of the UNESCO 
Convention on the Protection of 
Underwater Cultural Heritage, 

which applies 
to ships sunk 
at least 100 
years ago. The locations of many 
of the wrecks of these ships are 
known and have proved popular 
with recreational divers but also 
with commercial salvage com-
panies. For example, in 2011, sal-
vagers dismantled the remains of 

three British cruisers sunk in 1914 
in the North Sea. HMS Aboukir, 
HMS Hogue and HMS Cressy went 
down with the loss of 1,500 lives 
but the remains of the ships were 
destroyed for the copper and 
bronze they contained. ■

If it can be verified that the wreck found off Haiti's 
coast is the Santa Maria which wrecked over 500 
years ago it would rank among the world’s most 

important underwater archaeological discoveries.

Painting (ca.1624) of the Santa Maria ship by  
the Flemish Baroque painter Andries van Eertvelt

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_DiveSangha
http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Tekcamp
http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_SteveLewis-Book
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News edited  
by Peter Symes

industry  
news

James Delgado honoured by the Spanish King

Every year on June 8, the interna-
tional community celebrates World 
Oceans Day, designated by the 
United Nations as a day to raise 
awareness of the importance of the 
seas to humanity and the fragile bal-
ance of our threatened ocean eco-
systems. 
 This year, Kids Scuba Malaysia, 
the largest organization of its kind 
in the world which won the PADI 
Outstanding Contribution to Diver 
Education Award in 2014, took part 
in the national event, as the head of 
the organization, Syed Abd Rahman, 
was invited by the Ministery of 
Science, Technology and Innovation 
(MOSTI) to help with preparations for 
the celebration in Kuala Lumpur. 
 On June 8, YB Datuk Dr. Ewon Ebin, 
head of MOSTI, the government 
agency that manages the nation’s 
marine parks as well as all marine-
related government organizations, 
joined Kids Scuba along with other 
dignitaries for the opening ceremony 
at the National Science Center in 

Damansara, Kuala Lumpur. 
 This year’s theme and slogan was 
“Together we have the power to 
protect the ocean”. Holding a World 
Oceans Day banner, three PADI 
Junior Open Water Scuba students 
from Kids Scuba—Hanani, Danial 
Hafiz and Najwa Amni, ages 16, 12 
and 11 years old respectively—scuba 
dived in the waters of the aquarium, 
posing underwater for the press dur-
ing the opening ceremony. Marine 
awareness talks for kids and teens 
and an underwater image gallery 
were also presented by Kids Scuba 
during the event.
 Other leaders in the region's diving 
community who attended included 
PADI Course Director Clement Lee 
from Sabah, Regional Manager of 
PADI Asia Pacific Johnny Chew, 
and Tim Hunt from PADI Asia Pacific 
Sydney office. ■

For more information on Kids Scuba, 
visit: www.kidsscuba.com

Malaysia Minister of Science invites  
Kids Scuba to celebrate World Oceans Day

Kids Scuba Malaysia submerged in Kuala Lumpur's aquarium for World Oceans Day

Dr James Delgado, Director 
of the Maritime Heritage 
Program, has been deco-
rated by His Majesty King 
Juan Carlos of Spain for his 
role in protecting Spain's 
underwater cultural patri-
mony.  

The King has named Dr Delgado 
an Officer in the Order of Civil 
Merit, and decorated him with 
the Cruz de Oficial, or the Officer's 
Cross. Usually awarded to Spanish 
officials for exceptional service to 
their communities, provinces or the 
state, and for extraordinary services 
performed by Spanish citizens for 

the good of the nation, it is occa-
sionally awarded to foreign nations 
for extraordinary services and to 
foreign heads of state. Delgado's 
services on behalf of Spain are sep-
arate from and were not part of his 
duties with NOAA.  
 As President and CEO of the 
Institute of Nautical Archaeology, 
Delgado provided detailed and 
extensive pro bono services as the 
archaeologist for Spain in its lengthy 
and successful litigation to recov-
er artifacts including more than 
500,000 in silver coins taken with-
out authorization from the Spanish 
Navy's frigate Nuestra Senora De 
Las Mercedes, lost in combat in 
1804 off the coast of Portugal in 
international waters nearly a mile 

deep. Delgado's identification of 
the wreck as Mercedes played 
a key role in Spain being able to 
recover its property and patrimony.  
Based on his work, Spain requested 
his pro bono assistance in another 
case before the International 
Tribunal of the Law of the Sea in 
Hamburg, Germany, over excava-
tions in the Bay of Cadiz by a for-
eign vessel ostensibly searching for 
oil and gas but found to have arti-
facts on-board that had been clan-
destinely removed from the seabed 
without authorization. Spain's seizure 
of the foreign vessel and its crew 
for these violations was being con-
tested; Delgado's testimony was 
also key in Spain's ability to prevail 
in that case. ■ 

VERNON SMITH, NOAA

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Equinox
www.kidsscuba.com
http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_SNSI
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Edited by  
Scott Bennett

Our adventures in Africa are as varied and 
comprehensive as can be, providing explorers the 

chance to spot the big five, delve into the 
region’s amazing—and still vibrant—human 

history, and simply stare in gobsmacked awe at 
the stunning beauty of one of our planet’s most 
treasured places. Africa beckons. Don’t make it 

wait. 

info@africatour.co.za * (+27) 83 303 8373 *www.africatour.co.za  

Skype:  sonja.newlands 

*Climb Kilimanjaro *Gorilla Trekking [Uganda & Rwanda] *Sardine 
Adventure *African Island Scuba & Snorkel *Serengeti Safari *Shark 
Adventure *Tailor made Safari & Bush Experience *Luxury Tenting  

*Eco Travel *Community Development 
Tailor made trips to suite your requirements 

www.sardinerun.webs.com 

UK’s first underwater submarine dive trail opens

ENGLISH HERITAGE

The trail is based around the 
protected wreck of a HMS/mA1 
which is the first British-designed 
submarine used by the navy that 
sank in 1911 in the Solent. The pro-
ject was launched by the English 
Heritage as part of an initiative 
to create up to a dozen trails by 
2018 for historic wreck sites from 
the 17th to 20th centuries. Trails 
are already running on three 
sunken warships including HMS 
Colossus in 1787, which off sank 
off the Isles of Scilly.
 The Coronation sunk off the 

coast of Plymouth in 1691 and 
the Norman’s Bay sank during the 
Battle of Beachy Head in 1690 in 
Sussex.

Diving with Nautical 
Archaeology Society (NAS)
Every year the NAS offers chances 
to dive the A1 Submarine Pro-
tected Wreck site (15m maximum) 
along with the wreck of HMS Invin-
cible (lost in 1758; 14m maximum 
depth). Please visit their Calendar 
page for a list of dates. Additional 
dates can be made available for 

group bookings of eight divers on 
demand. Contact the NAS.
 An underwater information 
guide for divers visiting the site has 
been designed that will aid navi-
gation and assist visitors in recog-
nising features on the wreck. The 
guide can be downloaded here.
 The NAS intends to continue to 
develop and administer the trail 
and to look for new mechanisms 
to promote the experience of 
diving on this underwater cultural 
heritage asset.  
 Watch video here  ■

An underwater information guide for divers visiting the site has been designed that will aid navigation and assist visi-
tors in recognising features on the HMS/m A1 submarine wreck

The creation of the diver trail on the 
HMS/m A1 submarine worked on the 
premise that as a complete (single con-
text) submarine wreck, every visiting 
diver would be able to navigate and 
orientate themselves easily, even in 

poor underwater visibility. 

See more of Cuba
Cubanacan Travel Agency has expanded its scuba 
diving programmes in Cuba. New nine to ten-day 
itineraries will cover the west and east shores of 
Cuba visiting Cayo Levisa, Havana coastline, the 
Zapata Swamp, Santa Lucia and Marea del Portillo.
 Cuba boasts 14 thriving national parks, six world 
biosphere reserves and 236 protected areas. ■

On average one in every 150 passengers who consigns luggage to an air-
line’s baggage system arrives at their destination without it. While about 85 
percent of these bags are reunited with their owners within 48 hours, this is 
cold comfort for ongoing dive travellers bound for remotely located resorts 
or liveaboards. The airline industry suggests the only way of preventing bag-
gage mishandling incidents is to travel with hand-luggage only. Obviously 
few airline executives have ever been on a dive trip.
 Be aware that only the most comprehensive travel policies cover lost lug-
gage; and even then, individual items can be limited to a maximum that 
won’t cover expensive items like a dive computer or regulator. So you need 
to establish what the airline’s policy is for reimbursing miscellaneous items 
required in the short term, as well as compensating you for new clothing you 
deem essential. Remember to keep all receipts for any necessary purchases. 
Airlines will usually only compensate lost luggage to a maximum that is well 
short of the actual value. ■

British Virgin Islands establish shark 
sanctuary
The British Virgin Islands recently became the third 
Caribbean territory to declare its waters a safe 
haven for sharks. The ban on shark fishing covers 
nearly 80,117 sq km (31,000 sq mi) of water and also 
prohibits the sale and trade of shark products on 
the islands. The decision to establish a shark sanctu-
ary in the British Virgin Islands was made official on 
May 22 by cabinet members of the British-controlled 
territory. ■

Arriving without your gear

Worldwide Dive and Sail to offer Galapagos trips
Under the new brand “Master Liveaboards”, the first yacht will be the Galapagos 
Master, currently operating as Deep Blue. Built in 2004, the vessel will undergo a 
full refit in November 2014. A sister brand to the Siren Fleet, both brands will oper-
ate under the WWDS parent company. With a 12.5-knot cruising speed, the 32m 
steel vessel features nine modern cabins, spacious interior and generous outside 
relaxation space as well as room for dive gear preparation. The vessel is set to be 
the most eco-friendly dive liveaboard in the Galapagos. Trips will commence May 
2015, offering 7-night and 10-night trips year round to cover the “whale shark sea-
son” (May - Nov) and the “manta ray season” (Dec -April). Reed more at: www.
masterliveaboards.com/galapagos. ■

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_LayangLayang
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/list-events
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/list-events
emailto:nas@nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/hmsm-a1-submarine-designated-wreck-diver-trail/6750_A1_submarine_Diver_Trail_Final_report_V2_Feb2014.pdf
http://www.xray-mag.com/content/visiting-hms-ma1-submarine-protected-wreck-diver-trail
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The most common cause of 
travelers’ diarrhea is food con-
taminated by fecal bacteria. 
A classic advice reads: cook it, 
boil it, peel it or leave it. It is also 
true that bacteria and viruses are 
killed by being fried or boiled.  
Common belief therefore has it 
that it’s enough that the food is 
thoroughly cooked and hot and  
fresh salad should be avoided 
altogether.    
 However, according to physi-
cian Carsten Schade Larsen from 
Aarhus University hospital, it has 
never been scientifically docu-
mented that the risk of travelers’ 
diarrhea can be reduced by fol-
lowing dietary restrictions—which 
contradicts prevailing common 
sense. You should not drink tap 
water, but avoiding the salad 
does not reduce the risk of con-
tracting a runny stomach a.k.a. 
Dehli Belly, Pharaoh’s Curse or 
Montezuma’s Revenge.
 
Wash your hands 
The most effective prevention is 
proper hand hygiene 
in particular 

around meals. Wash your hands 
often and use a disinfectant 
when you travel. 
 Travelers’ diarrhea is a frequent 
occurrence and in some coun-
tries almost unavoidable. While 
it is always inconvenient and will 
jinx many travel plans, it is rarely 
dangerous, and in most cases, 
it will pass within three to five 
days. Profylactic vaccinations do 
exist but their effeciency is up for 
much debate as they only offer 
protection against a limited range 
bacteria such as E.coli but not 
salmonella.

How about Cola?
Dr Larsen also dispels the com-
mon myth that Cola is a good 
remedy. The important issue is to 
replenish lost fluids and electro-
lytes or salts. Cola provides sugar 
but no salts. The simplest remedy 
is to add two tablespoons of 
sugar and a pinch of salt to a liter 
of water. Alternatively, have juice 
with some salty crackers. ■  

Japan has long had a bad 
reputation for the killing 
of whales and dolphins, practices 
that persist despite mounting 
international criticism and a recent 
U.N. ruling that declares the 
country’s whale hunts illegal. 
However, the tide of public opinion 
is also turning; a 2012 poll found 
90 percent of respondents hadn’t 
bought whale meat in a year. 
As Japan’s interest in whaling 
wanes, another, more mutually 
beneficial industry is helping take its 
place: whale watching.
   Tour operators from across 
coastal Japan recently gathered 
in Tokyo for the inaugural meeting 
of the Japan Whale and Dolphin 

Watching Council, a new 
organization to promote marine 
mammals as ecotourism resources.
  
200 whale tour operators
Japan already has a robust 
whale watching industry, despite 
overshadowed by its notorious 
whale and dolphin harvests. 
Established in the 1980s, it now 
includes 200 tour operators who 
served more than 200,000 tourists in 
2013. With a yearly growth rate of six 
percent, Japan is actually in the top 
ten percent of the global whale-
watching market.
  
Customers are Japanese
Most of the customers on these 

tours are Japanese, said Matthew 
Collis of the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW). This 
suggests the industry is capitalizing 
on and possibly even encouraging 
a cultural shift in the way Japan 
interacts with the cetaceans 
residing off its coasts.
  
New generations 
“I think it’s demonstrating that 
there’s a new generation in Japan 
that doesn’t look at whales as food, 
but looks at them as the living, 
breathing, magnificent creatures 
that they are,” said Matthew 
Collis. “Whales are far more fun to 
shoot with a camera than with a 
harpoon.” ■

Could whale-watching replace whaling in Japan?
Newly created Japan Whale and Dolphin Watching Council to promote marine mammal 
ecotourism. As interest in whaling wanes, tourism offers a lucrative alternative.

FILE PHOTO: Whale watching near Tadoussac, Quebec, Canada

You may have salad

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_Manthiri
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In-Depth Workshops      Film Festival
Large Exhibit Area     Travel Planning
Equipment Sales         Try Scuba Pool          

          

The BEST  DIVE &
 TRAVEL SHOWS

PHOENIX
  Phoenix Convention Center    

December 6 - 7, 2014
Saturday 9AM - 6PM    &     Sunday  10AM - 4PM

After 45 Years 
Our World-Underwater 

Expands To:  

January 24 - 25, 2015
Saturday 9AM - 6PM    &     Sunday  10AM - 4PM

LONE
STAR
STATE

CHICAGO

      Dallas/Frisco Embassy Suites Hotel,
                  Convention Center & Spa

  Donald E.Stephens Convention Center,
Rosemont, IL February 27 - March 1, 2015
     Friday 5PM - 9PM   -   Saturday 9AM - 6PM   -   Sunday  10AM - 4PM

Join X-RAY MAG on a trip of a 
lifetime to Wakatobi Dive Resort 
in Indonesia. This is going to be 
one epic holiday! Known as the 
greatest dive resort on Earth, 
Wakatobi offers what is argu-
ably the most pristine coral 
reefs found anywhere on the 
blue planet. This coupled with 
unparalleled service and easy 
access makes it one special 
destination. 

Unlike other remote dive areas, Waka-
tobi is comfortably reached by direct 
charter flight from Denpasar, Bali, to 
the resort’s own airstrip. No need to 
worry about whether your gear is going 
to make it onboard a domestic flight to 
some far away airport. This is luxury all 
the way.
 With more than three staff members 
for every guest at the resort, your every 
need will be catered to before you 
even knew you had it.
 Dates at Wakatobi are 9–19 Janu-
ary 2015. The latest departure from the 
United States is January 6, and Europe, 
January 7 (for latest January 8 arrival 
in Bali), returning January 19, 5:30PM or 
later.
 On the way to the resort we need 
to overnight on Bali at least one night, 
but you may wish to arrive a few days 
earlier and spend a few days on Bali 
as there’s so much to do on this magi-
cal and very beautiful island, filled with 
what may be the most gentle and gra-
cious people in the world. 

Resort stay:
• 10 nights with 9 days of diving and 

charter flight (January 9-19 2015)
• Palm Bungalow: USD 5,192
• Ocean Bungalow: USD 5,762
• 1 BR Villa: USD 7,852 
 (with private dive guide and butler)
• 2 BR Villa: USD 10,132 
   (with private dive guide and butler)
For a better idea of the rooms at Waka-
tobi: http://www.wakatobi.com/amen-
ities/rooms.html. Have a look at this 
brand new not-yet-made-public 360º 
virtual tour of Wakatobi, too.

Flights:
In addition to the above you need 
flights to DPS, Denpasar, Bali (approxi-
mately US$1,500 for an economy return 
ticket) as well as your overnight there 
(US$200). More  information on the Bali 
stopover is available upon request.

Trip includes:
Meet and greet at Bali’s international 
airport when you arrive; curbside check 
in (at DPS) to Wakatobi’s air charter; 
standard luggage allowance on char-
ter flight, VIP lounge on departure; 
comfortable accommodations in your 
choice of room; delicious and varied 
meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner); 

24-hour coffee, tea, hot chocolate or 
drinking water; daily turndown service; 
romantic private dinner on secluded 
beach; warm towels, hot drinks or 
water and snacks on boat dives; com-
plimentary in-room Internet access; 
aromatherapy bath products in all 
rooms; three 70-minute boat dives daily 
AND unlimited shore diving; dive and 
photo gear porter service on boats and 
shore dives; guided village visit on pe-
nultimate day; significant contribution 
to Wakatobi’s award-winning conser-
vation program.

Optional extras:
Spa treatments; nitrox fills, (O2), (He) 
and rebreather absorbent; sodas, 
beers, wines, cocktails, cigars; à la 
carte meal items or snacks; laundry ser-
vice; FLUO diving or snorkeling; private 
Dive Experience Manager (included 
with Villas); full scuba gear rental pack-
age; specialty and advanced scuba 
certification courses; “Best Friend in 
Town” VIP service for your Bali stopover

Topside activities:
The main attraction at Wakatobi is, 
of course, the world-renowned div-
ing, but you can also enjoy snorkeling, 
kayaking, cave explorations, stand up 

paddle boarding, kite boarding, wake 
boarding, yoga, wonderful spa treat-
ments, tours to local villages as well as 
romantic dinners on the beach for just 
you and yours. 

Wakatobi has facilities to make a stay 
very comfortable for travelers of all 
ages. The resort is one of the most 
remote on Earth and as such there are 
no other development outside of the 
resort itself. No restaurants, no hotels, 
no shopping... nothing except some 
basic local villages. That said, the re-
sort’s own restaurant is truly spectacular 
offering a very wide range of dining 
options. You could travel here just for 
the dining! There is also a very nice 
boutique at the resort where you can 
buy clothing items and necessities.

Wakatobi is a great place even if you 
(or your spouse) do not dive. The snor-
keling is out of this world, and they 
have dedicated snorkeling guides. 
As a snorkeler, you can join the dive 
boats throughout the day (so that 
non-divers are not left on land alone all 
day). There are comfortable facilities 
on the boats with drinks, snacks, tiled 
toilets with showers, etc. Watch a video  
showing the reefs found at Wakatobi  ■

Wakatobi Workshop Week 2015
9–19 January 2015

http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_OurWorldUnderwater
http://vimeopro.com/user8747702/wakatobi-dive-resort/video/29974818.


EDITORIAL        FEATURES        TRAVEL        NEWS        WRECKS        EQUIPMENT        BOOKS        SCIENCE & ECOLOGY        TECH        EDUCATION        PROFILES        PHOTO & VIDEO        PORTFOLIO18 X-RAY MAG : 61 : 2014

Ron Akeson
Mission Well Done

1957-2014

Text and photos  
courtesy of Barb Roy

I don’t think a week ever 
went by where I didn’t 
hear Ron tell someone at 
his Bellingham dive store, 
“My motto in life follows 
the saying: growing old is 
mandatory, but growing up 
is optional.” If you ever had 
the pleasure of knowing or 
meeting Ron Akeson, you 
probably understood how he 
viewed life, because he truly 
believed in trying to squeeze 
in every little bit of living into 
each and every day!   

On 23 April 2014, the 
northwestern part of the 
United States and Canada 
lost a true pioneer of diving 
as wreck explorer, Ron 
Akeson, passed away due 
to complications after a 
dive accident. The reason 
is still under investigation, 
but family and close friends 
surrounded him until the 
end. A cascade of grief 
seemed to grip the local 
dive community in a domino 
effect as more and more 
heard of his passing. Multitudes 
continue to call in, shocked to hear 
their mentor, past dive instructor and 
friend would no longer be around. 
Ron was also a contributing writer 
for X-RAY MAG for many years, 
specializing in technical diving 
articles.  
 As the owner of Adventures 
Down Under, a retail travel and full 
service dive store in Bellingham, 
Washington, Ron’s reputation for 
his dive training, vast knowledge, 
technical dive expeditions and great 
stories preceded him everywhere he 
went. He loved diving like no other 
activity. When he wasn’t able to 
go diving, he enjoyed hiking in the 
mountains, kayaking, bird watching, 
filming wildlife and teaching others 
to dive.

History
I first met Ron in Alaska when I was 
running a dive store and local dive 
travel business. He wanted to write 
a story about diving in Alaska for 

Skin Diver Magazine so I took him to 
my favorite sites. That was around 
1985. We quickly became good 
friends, and I began my underwater 
photography lessons with a 
Nikonos III camera in exchange for 
introducing him to the critters of 
Alaska above and below the water. 
 That was a long time ago. Since 
then Ron has provided my technical 
diving instruction, been a strict 
proofreading editor for all of my 
stories and has passed on to me a 
portion of his massive marine critter 
identification knowledge (he is 
also a marine biologist). We have 
enjoyed countless discussions of 
shipwrecks and future dive sites we 
wanted to explore over gallons of 
coffee and green tea.

Wreck diving
I believe wreck diving was his 
greatest passion though. As a 
founding member and president 
of the Maritime Documentation 
Society (MDS), Ron was always 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE: Ron Akeson 

at propellor blade of 
HIJMS Nagato, Bikini 

Atoll; As a dive instruc-
tor, Ron often led dive 

trips to Port Hardy, British 
Columbia, Canada; 

Ron diving Clear Lake, 
Oregon, and with ver-

million rockfish in Hood 
Canal, Washington 

State, USA
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lining up deep wreck expeditions and 
activities for the team. During their 
many journeys, Ron would always 
be seen lugging around his massive 
professional Gates video system with 
duel strobes that could turn night into 
day. He liked to refer to his housing 
as his engine block! I’m sure those 
who had to lift it out of the water 
would agree with this description. 
Personally, from carrying it a few times 
myself, it seemed more like a freight 
train engine! Nevertheless, from the 
film clips we viewed after dives, the 
footage was spectacular. He loved his 
team like family.
 Ron did enjoy owning a dive store 
though, but those of us who knew him 
best liked to tease that he needed 
the store to support his wreck diving 
addiction. On several occasions Ron 
told me he never tired of introducing 
new divers to the fascination of what 
the underwater world had to offer, 
especially here in the northwest. And 
when asked where his favorite place 

was to dive in the world, he always 
replied: “Right here in the Pacific 
Northwest, hands down! We have so 
much color and diversity of life in our 
own backyard; you just have to get 
out and go see it.”

Fond memories
When my husband, Wayne, could 
not dive with me, Ron usually filled in, 
anxious to have another chance to 
jump in with his engine block. The last 
dive Ron and I enjoyed together was 
this past March under the Deception 
Pass Bridge on Whidbey Island in 
Washington State, while on Lu Jac’s 
Quest—the boat Ron always used 
for his San Juan Islands charters (in 
Washington State). It was a beautiful 
day and visibility underwater was 
great. The amount of life reminded 
me of why I dive cold water. 
  “Ron taught me how to dive 
Deception Pass,” commented Phil 
Jensen, owner and operator of Lu 
Jac’s Quest dive boat, “He taught me 
how to take a group of divers in there 
and choose the right slack current 
time for them to jump in. He always 
knew what day would be best too. He 

picked his technical dives that way 
too.”  
 Rob Wilson, friend and MDS 
founding member felt the same way, 
“Ron always planned all of our tech 
dives. He would have everything all 
planned out—which wreck we would 
dive on, when to jump in and how 
long we would stay. We just showed 
up and followed his lead. He will be 
missed but we plan to continue doing 
what we all love to do—diving on 
and exploring wrecks. He would have 
wanted that.” 
 Ron was also an active member 
of the Washington Scuba Alliance 
(WSA), serving as their president 
then vice president for many years. 
For over five years he served on the 
board of directors for the Dive Industry 

Association of British Columbia as 
a U.S. representative. He was also 
actively involved with the Marine 
Resource Committee (MRC) in 
Whatcom County and worked with his 
local Whatcom County Dive Rescue 
Team. The list goes on…
 Not only does Ron leave behind 
countless friends, students and 
business associates in the dive 
community but also a sister, 
Jeannette, who resides in southern 
California; his four stepchildren, 
including Tallen Patrick, who many 
divers have met working by his side in 
the store for over five years; and nine 
grandchildren.   
 With each passing day, I am 
realizing just how often Ron and I 
talked on the phone, almost daily. 

He touched so many lives 
around the world with his 
dive stories, photography, 
wisdom, advice and friendly 
attitude. 
 I would like to close this 
story about him with what I 
feel is an appropriate quote 
from Abraham Lincoln: “It’s 
not the years in your life that 
count; it’s the life in your 
years!”

Memorial
A Celebration of Life was 
held for Ron Akeson on 
Sunday, 22 June 2014, at 
the Squalicum Yacht Club in 
Bellingham, Washington.
 I have decided to assist 
Tallen Patrick in continuing 
her father’s legacy in 
helping her open a new 
dive business in the same 
location, 2821 Meridian 
Street in Bellingham, 
Washington State, beginning 
in July 2014. Watch for more 
details to come. ■

profile Ron Akeson

Editor Barb Roy with Ron Akeson on dive trip in California; 
Ron with lingcod in Hood Canal, Washington State (top)

Ron helping to clean the HMCS Annapolis before 
its sinking as an artificial reef (left) and with gorgon-
ian sea fan at Agamemnon Wall (above), British 
Columbia, Canada

As a technical dive instructor, Ron 
was a favourite, as he shared not 
only a wealth of knowledge and 
advice but great stories too


	Jump to page 3: 
	Jump to page 4: 
	Go to page 48: 
	Go to page 87: 
	Jump to page 84: 
	Jump to page 71: 
	Jump to page 89: 
	Go to page 54: 
	Go to page 57: 
	Go to page 79: 
	Jump to page 66: 
	Jump to page 60: 
	Go to page 18: 
	Go to page 8: 
	Jump to page 20: 
	Jump to page 30: 
	Go to page 41: 
	Jump to page 73: 
	Jump to page 14: 
	Jump to page 15: 
	Jump to page 39: 
	Jump to page 56: 
	Jump to page 65: 
	Index: 
	Go to next page: 


