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EditorialWho are we kidding?
Simon pridmore has pretty much 
already written my editorial 
for this issue. I am referring to 
his chastising analysis of the 
appalling service too often 
rendered in the dive industry (on 
page 65 of this issue), but let me 
add my own two cents worth 
from a different perspective. 

over the past few years, I have 
taken part in various efforts 
and groups formed by trade 
bodies in the industry, such as 
DeMA, with the aim of identifying 
challenges and moving the 
industry forward. In these 
meetings, trends are analyzed 
and discussed, measures are 
weighed, and many good ideas 
are put forward. I am just afraid 
that we’ve been barking up the 
wrong tree and have grossly 
misdiagnosed the nature of the 
problem.

Quite frequently I hear from 
members of the dive industry 
whom I meet at various dive 
shows and events—and I have 
daily dealings with a good 
number of them. often I hear that 
the financial crisis is to blame for 
the sorry state of the industry.  

hogwash, lame excuses and 
a good example of selective 
memory, I say. 

the industry was ailing and 
dysfunctional even when times 
were booming, so who do these 
people think they are kidding? 
Surely the current state of affairs 
does not exactly make matters 
easy, but the challenge is no 
greater than savvy entrepreneurs 

in the industry have thankfully 
also been able rise to. there are 
a good number of well-managed 
and quality-oriented companies 
out there—good brands which 
have expanded even in times 
of adversity. I don’t think I need 
to name any names—just look 
around and see who is making 
the good stuff and see how 
they are faring. Look in this very 
magazine, if that makes it easier.

the malaise from which the diving 
industry is suffering has nothing, 
or only very little, to do with the 
macro-economic trends. We can 
spend our time until hell freezes 
over analyzing these trends and 
pondering how to get a grasp of, 
and make the most of, the rapidly 
changing media landscape. but 
that is not where the problem lies.

As Simon pridmore 
describes, there 
are not only serious 
issues with the 
service provided 
by some operators 
but worse still is the 
underlying attitude 
and ineptitude, 
which is outright 
depressing.  

from where I 
am sitting, I too 
have widespread 
disappointing experiences such 
as ordering gear that never gets 
delivered because my order 
gets ‘misplaced’; or situations in 
which you have to be the one 
calling the shop innumerous times 
to check on the whereabouts 
of your order; when repairs and 

deliveries take not days or 
weeks but months or even 
years; or classes get postponed 
and repeatedly deferred over 
half a year. 

In our company, we utilise a 
cRM system to keep track of all 
our communications, orders and 
processes. from analyzing the 
traffic, it has become apparent 
that it now takes, on average, 
5.7 outgoing communications 
(emails, phone calls, etc) before 
a reply is received. In most cases, 
it is not even a qualified one, so 
we have to get back at it again. 
only rarely do people even 
acknowledge the receipt of a 
dedicated letter or requested 
proposal where even a short 
‘thank you’ would have done the 
trick. It is like tossing coins into a 
bottomless well and waiting to 

hear the splash. So 
what a waste of 
time it has become 
getting answers 
out of people, let 
alone conducting 
any kind of 
conversation. 

poor husbandry, 
lousy service and 
sloppy procedures 
is what dogs the 
industry—it is as 

simple as that. 
And until these basic issues are 
addressed, it will not make much  
difference whether or not the 
economic downturn turns into a 
blooming upswing. 

—X-RAY MAG team

— Editorial

Set your course for success 
at the ONLY international 

trade-only event for diving, 
action watersports and travel 

professionals!

twitter.com/DEMA_Showfacebook.com/DEMAShow pinterest.com/demashowlinkedin.com/company/dema-org 

"Perhaps the industry 
should be looking closely 

at its own procedures 
to see if the recruitment 
and retention problems 

are partly self-
generated."
SIMoN pRIDMoRe,  

ScUbA coNfIDeNtIAL, pAGe 65

http://www.demashow.com
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Researchers 
find key to reef 
prosperity
Scientists in the Netherlands 
have found the key to what 
feeds reefs in clear blue 
tropical waters devoid of nutri-
ents—sponges.

"A coral reef is sort of an oasis 
in the desert," said research-
er jasper de Goeij of the 
University of Amsterdam. "Now 
we already knew that old 
energy and food that is on the 
reef is recycled constantly, but 
we didn’t know who did that 
and how that was done, and, 
basically, what we discovered 

is that sponges are sort of the key."

It is a mystery that has puzzled scientists 
as far back as charles Darwin in the 
19th century. It turns out that the humble 
sponge plays a critical role in supply-
ing the reef with dissolved organic sub-
stances produced by plants converting 
the energy of the sun into nutrients, said 
de Goeij. the sponges use these organic 
substances then recycle them back onto 
the reef. 

"they make new cells, and old cells are 
shed into the water, and basically these 
old cells, or the detritus, is raining down 
on the reef and that is actually a nice 
food for other organisms," said de Goeij.

Ancient they may be, but sponges are 
resilient. they are not threatened by cli-
mate change the way corals are. In fact, 
they might thrive. 

"there [are] actually some people that 
believe that, slowly, most of the coral 
reefs, if we don’t do anything, will 
change into sponge reefs," said de Goeij. 
"I actually, recently, found a lot of spong-
es, in the Amsterdam canals. ... those are 
not the cleanest places." ■ 
 SoURce: pRI.oRG

NoAA

Ocean Management — More 
Protection, Less Economic Impact

DAN coStA / Uc SANtA cRUz

Marine mammals and other 
predators are critical to the 
health of marine ecosystems. 
A new study led by scientists at 
the University of california–San-
ta cruz reveals areas along the 
U.S. west coast where human 
impacts are highest on ma-

rine predators such as whales, 
seals, seabirds and turtles. the 
researchers found that many of 
the high impact areas are within 
the boundaries of the National 
Marine Sanctuaries. 
 this means there are good 
opportunities for improving 

management strategies. the 
studies also showed that many 
marine predators travel thou-
sands of miles every year, yet 
often concentrate within small-
scale "hotspots" to breed or 
feed on fish and other prey. 
Many such hotspots are found 

within the 
california 
current Sys-
tem.  
 the analy-
sis yielded 
maps show-
ing where 
the greatest 
impacts on 
each species 
are likely to 
be.

 "Areas where key habitats 
and human impacts overlap 
represent important areas for 
conservation efforts," said first 
author Sara Maxwell. "In other 
cases, areas of high human 
activities are not key habitats for 
predators. As a result, we can 
maximize both conservation of 
marine predators and human 
uses that our coastal communi-
ties depend on."
 the study suggests that pro-
tecting key habitat without 
considering human uses may 
result in missed opportunities for 
sustainable resource use. 
 "having this detailed spatial 
information will help us move 
toward a more sustainable 
management approach," said 
coauthor Elliott Hazen. ■

The California Current System is among the richest ecosystems in the world but it is 
also heavily impacted by human activity. A new study shows how and where to focus 
management efforts, so that we can minimize the economic impact on people.

california sea lions are among 23 
species whose movements have 
been tracked since 2000.

http://www.thearenui.com
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NASA space shuttle image of twin islands ofu-olosega in American Samoa

Small flying drone maps 300-year-old reefs
Researchers now have at their dis-
posal the use of a shoebox-sized 
flying drone to take stunningly 
detailed photographs of 300-year-
old coral reefs around the South 
pacific islands of Amercan Samoa. 
What is enabling the imaging of 
these reefs under waves is a tech-
nique that digitally removes ripples 
on the surface of the sea in order 
to sharpen images. 

from these enhanced images, 
scientists may now be able to 
map the coral reefs around the 
world, thereby giving researchers 
a chance to analyze the health of 
the reef ecosystems. 
 
"these corals are time machines 
that were living before european 
culture discovered the Samoan 
Islands," said Stanford Woods 
Institute researcher and partici-
pant in the study Stephen palumbi 
in a statement. "What do they 
have to tell us about that long-

ago time? What do they tell us 
about the likely future?" 

Scientists say coral reefs are 
incredibly important, as they pro-
vide shelter for over 4,000 species 
including many fish which are 
food staples to nearly 500 million 
people worldwide, yet the reefs 
are for the most part uncharted. 
Mapping by hand up to this point 
has been tedious, time-consuming 
and in many cases inaccurate. 
Waves muddle satellite images, 
sonar cannot map shallow areas, 
and radar is not able to penetrate 
the surface of the water.

New imaging technology
Luckily, palumbi and Stanford 
aeronautics graduate student 
ved chirayath came up with a 
solution—a tiny, remote-controlled 
drone that films coral reefs from 
altitudes up to 200ft (61m) above 
the surface of the sea. to further 
clarify images, chirayath used 

a technique called fluid lensing, 
which digitially removes distortions 
made by waves.

"the lensing takes a huge prob-
lem in looking through the surface 
of the water and turns it into an 
advantage," said palumbi. "It not 
only removes the ripples, but uses 
their magnification to enhance 
the image." Due to how light 
bends when it passes through 
water, objects underwater appear 
closer than they actually are.

In addition to the drone images, 
underwater photographs of reefs 
were taken with a 360-degree 
camera. these were then com-
bined to produce extraordinary 
panoramic images of the reefs. 
Data on water temperature and 
water flow will be combined with 
the panoramic images to find out 
how climate change is affecting 
the reef ecosystem. ■  
SoURce: MNN.coM

http://www.cubandivingcenters.com
http://www.oceandoctor.org
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Corals, the 'smell of the ocean', 
can make clouds in the sky

tobY hUDSoN / WIKIMeDIA coMMoNS

corals emit a sulfur compound that 
gives the surrounding water its typi-
cal odor and protects the coral from 
global warming, a new study finds. In 
addition, researchers have discovered 
that this compound affects cloud for-
mation in the skies over the seas. 
 According to researchers at the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science 
(AIMS) and colleagues who conduct-
ed the study published in the journal 
Nature, the compound produced by 
coral is dimethylsulphoniopropionate 
(DMSp), which can change local cli-
mate. even a single baby coral emits 

the smell of this compound, said AIMS 
chemist cherie Motti, co-author of the 
paper.
 "this is the first time that an animal 
has been identified as a DMSp pro-
ducer. previously it was assumed that 
the large concentrations of DMSp 
emitted from coral reefs came solely 
from their symbiotic algae," said lead 
author of the study, jean-baptiste 
Raina of AIMS, in a press release.
 When the corals were exposed to 
heat stress, their production of DMSp 
increased in order to protect the cor-
als from deliterious effects of heat, the 

study team found. DMSp also acts as 
a seed for the formation of clouds. If 
there is a decline in DMSp, there could 
be a decrease in clouds.
 "cloud production, especially in 
the tropics, is an important regulator 
of climate—because clouds shade 
the earth and reflect much of the 
sun's heat back into space. If fewer 
clouds are produced, less heat will be 
reflected—which ultimately will lead 
to warmer sea surface temperatures," 
said Raina. ■  
SoURce: NAtUReWoRLDNeWS.coM

corals of the Great barrier Reef, Australia

Marine protected areas surpass size of Europe
Almost three percent of the earth's 
oceans are under protection, 
according to the International Union 
for conservation of Nature (IUcN). 
New data shows a marked increase 
from 2010, when only 1.2 percent 
of the seas were protected. but the 
additional zones might not be of 
much conservation value.
 Marine protected areas (MpAs) 
limit or forbid fishing or the extrac-
tion of minerals within their borders. 
the quick increase in MpA cover-
age may mean that the world could 
soon meet the ten percent target 
of the U.N. convention on biological 
Diversity.

  "It's encouraging to see the 
progress we've made so far," said 
the director of the IUcN's Global 
Marine and polar program, carl 
Gustaf Lundin. "If we continue to 
increase this area by one percent 
each year, we should be able to 
reach the agreed 10 percent by 
2020."
 but size isn't everything. According 
to concervationists, enforcement 
is an issue in a number of pro-
tected areas, the lack of which 
allows overfishing and pollution to 
threaten MpA ecosystems. Quality is 
also more important than quantity. 
Governments who want to reach 

the 2020 
target focus 
more on 
the size of 
a location 
rather than the existing ecosystems 
of a location, leading to protection 
of large areas with meager conser-
vation value, many of which are not 
even threatened.
 "If you look at the no-take zones 
[off Australia], you find them way 
offshore in deep water and you find 
them in areas with no oil or gas inter-
est," said marine conservationist bob 
pressey of james cook University in 
townsville, Australia. "In the world 

map, we see a repetition of that. 
the big MpAs are remote as hell," he 
said.
 but pressey has hopes that nego-
tiations on a marine protected 
area in the Antarctic will protect 
areas of important biodiversity from 
overfishing—such as the Ross Sea, 
for example, which is home to seals, 
orcas, minke whales and penguins. 
■ SoURce: NeWScIeNtISt.coM

NoAA

Killer whales in 
Antarctica

http://www.mikeball.com
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When it comes to variety and sheer numbers, no other dive 
destination can outflank The Florida Keys & Key West. Because 
with the only living coral reef in North America, we’ve really  
earned our stripes. fla-keys.com/diving 
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Major Sergeants.

Women Divers Hall of Fame 
every year the Women Divers hall of 
fame (WDhof) grants scholarships to 
women who are pursuing a profes-
sional career in which diving plays 
an important part. open to individu-
als of all ages, the scholarships offer 
financial assistance and educational 
support.

In total, there are six scholarships in 
four fields ranging from marine biol-
ogy, underwater archaeology and 
conservation to journalism, graphic 
arts and photography. the scholar-
ships pay for tuition and fees, inde-
pendent research and/or internship 

programs at accredited universities. 
the WDhof also offers nine training 
Grants, with funds that go towards 
training and diving equipment. 
 
Applicants must submit completed 
forms through the WDhof website 
by 23 November 2013, midnight U.S. 
eastern Standard time. for more infor-
mation go to: www.wdhof.org/schol-
arships/scholarships.shtml

Our World Underwater
the prestigeous our World Underwater 
Scholarship Society (oWUSS) Rolex 
Scholarship is awarded to divers 21 
to 26 years of age. Awardees get 

to work with leading educators, 
renowned explorers and premier div-
ing centers around the world. It is 
probably safe to say that many work-
ing in the diving industry today wish 
they were 20-something again just so 
they could apply for this one-of-a-kind 
grant that can change lives.

You must have high academic stand-
ing and a minimum of 25 logged 
dives in order to apply. Deadline 
for submission is December 31 for 
applicants in North America and 
europe, and january 31 for those in 
Australasia. for more information go 
to: www.owuscholarship.org ■

Apply now for WDHOF and OWUSS Rolex Scuba Diving Scholarships

Run in aid of the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute (RNLI), vobster 
Santas 2013 will take place on Sunday 
15 December 2013 at vobster Quay 
Inland Diving centre near Radstock in 
Somerset, United Kingdom.
 once again, vobster Quay is aim-
ing to raise some serious money for 
the RNLI by getting as many spon-
sored divers dressed in their finest 
Santa outfits onsite and in the water in 
a mass of fluffy beards and red suits. 
the event continues to grow in popu-
larity with a record-breaking number 

of Santa divers donning their finest 
festive gear to raise over Gb£20,000 
in the last three years alone. In recent 
years, vobster Santas smashed the 
record for the most Santa divers in the 
water at once with 161 festive divers 
taking the plunge—a record that 
vobster still holds!
 Santa divers attending the event 
will be invited to seek sponsorship for 
their endeavours through either indi-
vidual sponsorship or via justGiving. 
vobster Quay will also be raising extra 
money for the RNLI by raffling off a 

selection of great prizes. every Scuba 
Diving Santa that attends the event 
will automatically be entered into the 
prize draw and additional tickets will 
be available on the day for just £1 a 
pop! If previous years are anything to 
go by, this year’s event is going to be 
another fun-packed day full of festive 
belly-laughs!  
 Divers wishing to participate in the 
event can get involved by simply reg-
istering their attendance at: 
www.vobster.com/santas ■

Ho Ho Ho!
It’s time to dig out your Santa suit 
and get involved in the biggest 
and best festive charity Santa dive 
this side of Lapland at Vobster 
Santas 2013. 

http://www.fla-keys.com/diving
http://www.wdhof.org/scholarships/scholarships.shtml 
http://www.wdhof.org/scholarships/scholarships.shtml 
http://www.owuscholarship.org
http://www.vobster.com/santas. 
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Stig Severinsen swims 250ft under 3ft of ice in speedo
Severinsen sets a new 
Guinness World Record.
Despite being a freediving 
world champion, Severinsen 
said he still suffers the same 
anxieties as any kid holding his 
breath at the bottom of the 
pool.
 “of course, I still feel that 
burning desire to head for the 
surface, but I’ve trained myself 
to let the diving response kick 

in.” his belief that feeling fear 
is inescapable but controlling 
that fear is quite achievable 
has become a personal doc-
trine and a metaphor for life. 
 Severinsen’s approach to 
transcending mental limita-
tions was put together in a 
book. originally published in 
Denmark, breatheology—the 
Art of conscious breathing 
explains his belief that any one 
of us can do what he’s done: 

create a link between the 
mind and body through prop-
er breathing and drive the self 
to achieve much more than 
we ever thought possible.
 the book was a best-seller 
and went on to be published 
in english, chinese, Spanish 
and Russian; Arabic and por-
tuguese versions are in the 
works. ■

Stig Severinsen sets a new Guinness World Record – on a single breath of air

photo coURteSY of StIG SeveRINSeN

British diver sets new world record
Sean McGahern spent 
49 hours and 56 min-
utes at the bottom of the 
Mediterranean off the 
coast of Malta.

McGahern, from brighton, 
United Kingdom, kept himself 

busy by cleaning debris that 
had accumulated on the 
bottom of the sea bed in St. 
George's bay. the 38-year-
old managed to drink energy 
drinks through a fluid pack 
with a straw and ate food like 
sausages, which do not lose 
consistency in water. he spent 

hours removing rubble includ-
ing bottles and deck chairs, 
which were brought up to 
the surface by the dive team 
from World Record Diving 
Malta team and the St. john's 
Rescue corp, who assisted him 
in his record breaking attempt. 
■ SoURce: eXpReSS.co.UK

http://www.australiadiveexpo.com
http://www.avillionlayanglayang.com
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text and images by chris haslam

It is not every day one gets to be 
involved in an expedition that 
touches the hearts of so many, 
where a collaboration of people 
from all over the world sacrificed 
time and resources for the good 
of a common goal—to give clo-
sure to those who lost loved ones 
on board the U.S. Coast Guard 
Cutter Alexander Hamilton, which 
was destroyed during WWII.

three weeks after attacks on pearl har-
bor, the Alexander hamilton was re-
ported for special naval duty in the North 
Atlantic. on 29 january 1942, while es-
corting a convoy to Iceland, she was left 
fatally wounded after being torpedoed 
without warning by an undetected Ger-
man U-boat, which had been patrolling 
the Icelandic coast near Reykjavik. the 
explosion killed 20 men instantly, with 
the total death toll rising to 26. Salvage 
attempts where unsuccessful, and the 
American destroyer USS ericsson fired 
upon the wreck three times to send her 
to the bottom of the sea, 45km from the 
coast. the hamilton became the first U.S. 
loss in the Atlantic after the pearl harbor 
attacks.

67 years later
Shortly after receiving a new aircraft with 
specialized pollution detection equip-
ment in july 2009, the Icelandic coast 
Guard detected traces of oil on the sur-

face invisible to the naked eye in an area 
not known to contain any wrecks. Soon 
thereafter a survey vessel was dispatched 
to the area, which did a multi-beam 
sonar survey using a relatively low fre-

quency system to scan the ocean bed. 
Although this survey did not provide high 
resolution on contacts, it did reveal an 
uncharted wreck.  
 As a result of these findings, a subse-

quent operation was planned with the 
Icelandic coast Guard cutter Ægir in 
order to identify the wreck and to try and 
obtain a higher resolution side scan and 
bathymetric data from a Gavia Autono-

wreck 
rap Expedition

You are not 
forgotten

Alexander Hamilton
— by Ocean Reef
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mous Underwater vehicle (AUv) as well 
as video footage from an accompany-
ing Remotely operated vehicle (Rov). 
 from the data gathered, it was possi-
ble to ascertain that the vessel was lying 
on its starboard side, roughly at a 45 de-

gree angle in around 95 meters depth. 
It was also possible to see the evidence 
of the massive damage from the torpe-
do, which left roughly an 11-meter-long 
hole in the bottom of the ship. further 
video data from the Rov determined 
without a doubt that this was the Alex-
ander hamilton. 
 After receiving information about 
the identification of the wreck from 
Icelandic friend, Sigurdur “Sigge” harls-
son, team blue Immersion (tbI) mem-
bers jonas Samuelsson (Sweden) and 
Aron Arngrímsson (Iceland) knew that 
they had to dive this historically signifi-
cant wreck. on the 26 of june 2011, 
Samuelsson and Arngrímsson joined val-
geir petursson (Iceland) to become the 
first team of divers to dive the hamilton. 
this was the start of an amazing journey, 
which brought all involved memories for 
life.  
 
Memorial 
After researching the hamilton in 2012 
for her 70th anniversary, Dave Downey, 
cousin to Michael t. vas who perished 
in the attack, discovered that tbI had 
successfully dived the wreck and im-
mediately contacted them. As a result 
of these conversations, it was decided 
that tbI would plan a second expedi-
tion back to the hamilton, this time on 
behalf of the family members who lost 
loved ones in the tragedy.  
 the expedition mission would be to 

attach a memorial plaque to the wreck, 
documenting the story of the men who 
sacrificed their lives for the freedom of 
people all around the world and pro-
vide long awaited closure to the fam-
ily members of the perished. Downey 
wanted the team to succeed, but he 
thought the idea was more of a dream, 
or a fantasy, and there was no way it 
could be done due to politics, regula-
tions, risk and cost.  
 “I knew tbI was capable,” said 
Downey, “but the deck was stacked 
against them, and that doesn’t even 
take into account the other obliga-
tions a crew like tbI must have, let alone 
weather in the North Atlantic. there are 
lots of reasons people don’t do these 
kinds of things.” 
 Due to the complexity and degree 
of risk, fellow tbI members erik brown 
(canada) and myself, joined the expe-
dition team not only to contribute our 
technical diving and video skills but to 
help out with logistics. the expedition 
would take nothing less than a highly 
dedicated team to implement. 

 As family members and others con-
nected to the vessel found out about 
the expedition, the list of supporters was 
forever growing. thoughts and prayers 
flooded the team’s email inbox. It had 
now become very personal, and failure 
was no longer an option.  
 After nearly two years of countless 
hours of planning, arranging logistics 
and trying to raise much needed funds, 
it seemed like the expedition was never 
going to happen. It wasn’t until Samu-
elsson started talking with ocean Reef 
about using their Integrated Diving 
Mask (IDM) and communication system 
for the dive and explaining the heartfelt 
story behind the expedition that the 
ball really started rolling. Not long after, 
ocean Reef was proud to announce 
full sponsorship of the Alexander hamil-
ton expedition.  
 ocean Reef has a company based in 
San Diego, which is quite well known to 
be one of the most important U.S. naval 
bases in the world. they stated, “We are 
proud to technically and financially sup-
port this mission to honor the members 

UScG Alexander hamilton

Scan of 
wreck 
site of 

the UScG 
Alexander 

hamilton

one of the crew on the Alexander hamiilton

GAvIA

http://www.amazon.com/Treasure-Nuestra-Senora-Atocha-Margarita/dp/0982115180/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1382535277&sr=8-1&keywords=treasure+coins%2C+carol+tedesco
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of the U.S. coast Guard cutter Alexander 
hamilton.”

The expedition 
on 4 August 2013, our team landed in 
Iceland for expedition hamilton/ocean 
Reef. Arngrímsson, Samuelsson and brown 
departed from egypt, while I flew in from 
Sweden where I ran tbI Sweden.  
 Upon exiting the airport, Iceland’s Mother 
Nature was there to greet us at the doors. 
Its bare landscapes highlighted the four 
basic elements—earth, air, fire and water—
in the most dramatic way. Active volca-
noes, bright green valleys, magnificent 
snow-capped mountain ranges, glacier-cut 
fjords, black sanded beaches, spectacu-
lar waterfalls and geysers were so acces-
sible yet remained virtually untouched 
by human civilization. this rugged beauty 
really complimented the ocean Reef slo-
gan, “Go for the adventure”, and painted 
the perfect location for such a rewarding 
project.    

 the use of specialised equipment was 
essential for the trip, which included ocean 
Reef’s Integrated Diving Mask and com-
munication system, underwater camera 
gear and varying gas mixtures. to increase 
safety and minimize problems, our team 
planned a series of warm-up dives. the 
dives were used to test equipment and 
make adjustments, rehearse the dive 
on hamilton, including transporting and 
attaching the plaque and an elaborate 
run-through of emergency drills.  
 the IDM and communication system 
increased safety by allowing easy commu-
nication between divers and surface sup-
port. the IDM also helped defend against 
the cold conditions.  
 “Dives to a depth of 95 meters (311 feet) 
present dangerous challenges,” explained 
brown. “extreme environmental conditions, 
a complex task of carrying and applying 
the memorial and film equipment compli-
cate this tenfold.”  
 our team was not leaving anything to 

Diving in Sifra with its amazing visibility of 80 meters or more

team members 
Aron Arngrímsson, 
jonas Samuelsson, 
chris haslam 
and erik brown 
running through 
the dive plan for 
the Alexander 
hamilton wreck

team member Aron Arngrímsson surfacing after diving tordenskjold wreck

http://www.samstours.com
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chance, and we did everything in 
our power to ensure a successful 
mission.

Daily log 
August 5-8.  Warm-up dives in 
Silfra, a site made famous for its 
outstanding visibility. this site was 
chosen due to the similar water 
temperatures as the hamilton 
dive and its visibility (the good viz 
was one less thing to worry about 
in the essential warm-up dives). 
brown would be responsible for 
capturing all the trip footage and 
used these dives to also work on 
his techniques and operating the 
camera with dry gloves.  
 brown had a leaking drysuit dur-

ing the first dive, which ended the 
dive quite quickly. It was a remind-
er that even a slight leak in these 
extreme conditions could become 
very serious. A backup suit was 
used, and no further problems 
occurred.   
 on the morning of the August 7, 
AGA (Aktiebolaget Gasaccumula-
tor industrial company) turned up 
at the expedition house in Reyk-
javik with three bottles of oxygen 
and helium, and everyone was 
quite relieved. It was only weeks 
earlier our team was informed that 
an expected shipment of helium 
would not make it to Iceland in 
time for the dive. the problem 
didn’t stop there; helium is in short-
age in Iceland, and what was 
available was reserved for scientif-
ic and medical purposes. Without 
helium, the dive would not be pos-
sible. helium is used in deep diving 
to offset the effects of narcosis. 
After many calls and near beg-
ging, AGA came to the rescue. 

August 9-10.  our team drove five 
hours northeast of Reykjavik to a 

small coastal town called Strýtan. 
the views were amazing on the 
drive up—rugged mountains 
laced with snow, valleys with rush-
ing rivers and waterfalls cascading 
into the ocean from steep costal 
cliffs. on August 9, our team met 
up with Icelandic local erlendur 
Gudmundsson who took us out 

to dive the geothermal vents in 
hjalteyri.  
 hot springs have been releasing 
fresh hot water into the ocean, 
and as soon as the dissolved min-
erals get in contact with the cold 
ocean water, they coagulate. 
throughout the last approximately 
10,000 years, this process has cre-

ated chimneys up to 55 metres 
tall, made of limestone. It is the 
only known place in the world 
where recreational divers can 
explore this phenomenon and 
well worth the trip. During one 
dive, the visibility was low, and the 
current was flowing, which was 
great practice if our team would 
encounter the same conditions on 
the hamilton.  
 on August 10, our team was 
invited to dive the wreck of great 
Danish battleship tordenskjold, 
which was built in 1854. Gud-
mundsson discovered the virgin 
wreck, which had only been 
dived by him until our team had 
the privilege. Its location is still kept 
secret for protective purposes until 
local government and historical 
interests can be accomplished. 
Not much can be revealed about 
this wreck apart from that it was 
an awesome dive and fit perfectly 

the team 
dives the 

geothermal 
chimneys in 
the middle 
of hjalteyri

team members 
jonas Samuelsson 
and chris haslam 
in one of the 
many pre-dives 
in Silfra using 
the ocean Reef 
Integrated Diving 
Mask and com-
munication  
system

the folks at Kustom Glass in crystal River, florida, USA, made the memorial plaque

http://www.divencounters.com
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into the expedition theme of diving virgin 
wrecks.

August 11.  A change in the weather 
moved the dive of the hamilton forward 
a day to the August 12. today, our team 
prepared for the dive and mixed gases, 
worked out final logistics, visited the 
yacht from which we would be diving, 
loaded our equipment and discussed the 
best way to dive from it. everything ran 
smoothly and helped create a less stress-
ful experience the following day. 

August 12.  today was the day and what 
two years of planning had come down 
to, attaching the plaque to the UScGc 
Alexander hamilton. our team had done 
everything in our power to make sure it 

was a success; the rest would 
be up to the gods.  
 We had a gap of good 
weather, everything was pre-
pared with precision, and 
our team was feeling good. 
brown and I were excited to 
visit the wreck for the first time, and for 
Samuelsson and Arngrímsson, it was a 
chance to make her re-acquaintance.  
 After a two-hour boat ride, travelling 
at 20 knots, our team reached the area 
where the vessel had lain in silence for 
some 67 years. the captain scanned 
the area, while all boat crew and divers 
looked at the sonar screen in anticipa-
tion. All of sudden there she was, a clear 
picture of her lying on her side at 95m—it 
was a beautiful. 

 It wasn’t long before our 
team was heading down 
the shot line into the dark-
ness. the visibility was not 
the best, and we could not 
see very far in front of us. 
the computer was read-
ing 50m, 60m, 70m, as we 
made our quick descent, 
but there still was no site of 
the hamilton.  
 everything was running 

smoothly, as everyone dropped peace-
fully into the abyss. then, at 85m, the 
hamilton’s outline started to emerge, 
a couple meters more, and there she 
was—all 2,350 tons of her.  
 crew member Sigurjón veigar 
Þórðarson was responsible for attaching 
the shot line to the vessel, and for a sec-
ond time, placed the divers directly on 
the ship. Now all that was left was to find 
a good location to attach the granite 
plaque and start the ascent back to a 

wreck 
rap

team member enters the water to dive the Alexander hamiltion

Left to RIGht: the expedition vessel; team 
member confirms gas content; finding the 

spot where the hamilton rests; technical div-
ing equipment used in the expedition;

Sonar showing the hamiltonDive team members attaching the memorial plaque to the hamilton
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world that felt so distant.  
 being down there was like visiting another 
world. It was a dark, cold, eerie resting place 
for the hamilton and some of her crew. 
being the first four divers to stare at this piece 
of history was truly unforgettable.  
 the memorial plaque went on without 
a problem thanks to Dave Downey and 
Kustom Glass in the U.S. state of florida, who 
designed the plaque to be attached with 
strong magnets to the super structure of the 
ship.  
 It was a very satisfying feeling for our team 
to be down there looking at the plaque 
attached perfectly to the hamilton. the mis-
sion was completed, and it was time for the 
long journey back to 
the surface. 

Afterthoughts 
over a month has now 
passed, and the expe-
dition still feels alive. 
everyday our team 
receives more emails 
from people con-
gratulating us on a job 
well done and telling 
us what the expedition 
has meant to them. 
David Downey is tour-
ing America informing 
other veterans of the 
team’s achievement. 
ocean Reef will have 

a private screening of the documentary at 
the DeMA show this year.  
 our team wishes to thank everybody from 
the bottom of our hearts who made this 
remarkable story possible—the list is long, but 
you know who you are. ■

chris haslam is an SSI course Director/tech-
nical Instructor trainer and tDI Advanced 
trimix Instructor based in Strömstad on the 
west coast of Sweden, who runs team blue 
Immersion (tbI) Sweden. for more informa-
tion, visit: www.facebook.com/tbisweden, 
www.worlddiveteam.com, www.blue-im-
mersion.org or www.facebook.com/team-
blueimmersion

wreck 
rap IN thANKS 

—Messages from living family 
members and people connected 
to Alexander hamilton.

“We thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. You will be in my 
prayers forever.”
— helen M butler, cousin of Mi-
chael t. vas.

“thank you. Now we have closure, 
we’ll never get Mike’s body back, 
but he and his crew now have 
their mark. I have no idea what it 
is like to do what you do. I know 
only few can. I know it took a lot 
of work and sacrifice from a lot 
people behind the scenes whom 
I will never get the honor of meet-
ing, but I think they know they 
done good.” 
— David Downey, cousin of Mi-
chael t. vas.

“It’s incredible and amazing what 
you divers have done. I prayed 
for your safety. A great tribute to 
the men that went down with the 
ship.”
—elma M. vas, widow of a cousin 
and had a friend on hamilton; the 
friend survived.

cLocKWSIe fRoM Above: joy on the boat after a successful dive 
attaching the plaque to UScG Alexander hamilton; chris haslam 

and Aron Arngrímsson celebrate after the dive attaching the 
plaque; the memorial plaque on the hamilton

http://www.facebook.com/tbisweden
http://www.worlddiveteam.com
http://www.blue-immersion.org
http://www.blue-immersion.org
http://www.ivmag.org/ivdigital
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on the coast of south India, a sur-
vey is being conducted by a team 
of researchers looking for clues 
to ancient ports mentioned by 
ptolomy, the Greco Roman geog-
rapher who lived around AD 90-168. 
 the team is comprised of under-
water archaeologists from tamil 

University in thanjavur. funding 
from the study is provided by the 
central Institute of classical tamil. 
 "We are presently surveying 
coastal towns, near where we 
believe ports might ha ve existed. 
If they have ex isted, there would 
have be en a heavy traffic of 
boats and ships. Also in towns, 
we are looking for pot shreds and 
other remains, which can indicate 
a lot," said N. Athiyaman of the 
centre for Underwater Archaeolo-
gy in tamil University. "based on 
... information from fishermen, we 
would employ scientific equipment 
including SoN AR to detect objects 
under the sea. there are state-of-
the-art equipment, which will help 
us detect objects, if any, under 
sheets of clay," he said. 
 Ancient literature from the region 
suggests that around 20-25 ports 
existed along the coast, whereas 
ptolemy's writings mention 15 ports. 
"We want to find out whether these 

ports menti o ned in the Sangam era 
literature and by ptolemy are the 
same," Athiyaman said. ■  
SoURce: DeccANchRoNIcLe.coM
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the cold
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For O’Three, the pursuit for
dry suit perfection means
everything.  Our passion for
customer care is obsessive.
It’s that simple.

Shipwreck site becomes Indiana's first 
underwater nature preserve

After almost 70 years resting on the 
ocean floor of the pacific, fallen 
WWII combat pilots may finally be 
found. the search for the remains of 
WWII airmen is now getting the help 
of high tech remotely operated 
vehicles (Rov). 
 bentprop project, a self-funded 
volunteer organization that repatri-
ates the remains of military person-
nel to the United States, has been 
provided with Rovs with side-scan 
sonar by the University of california, 
San Diego's Scripps Institution of 
oceanography and the University 
of Delaware, who received a 
grant from the U.S. office of Naval 
Research for the project, which 

they call, project Recover. In the 
project, oceanographers can test 
new technologies while they assist 
in locating the WWII airmen.
 pat Scannon of bentprop said 
one of the aims of the project is to 
find a b-24 airplane shot down on 
the reef on the west side of palau. 
the Rovs greatly increase the 
chances of finding it. 
 "on land our major technology 
was a machete, and underwater 
it was scuba tanks," said Scannon. 
"the ability to extend our mission 
is ... I don't know how to describe 
it. It's like starting out walking, and 
suddenly you're in a supersonic jet." 
■ SoURce: popScI.coM

ROVs to search for fallen WWII airmen

fifteenth century map shows 
ptolemy's description of the 
ecumene, or the known world

WIKIMeDIA coMMoNS

Underwater archaeologists to verify Ptolemy's 
account of ancient ports in south India

the wreck site of the j.D. Marshall 
has been dedicated as the U.S. 
state of Indiana's first underwater 
preserve in the Indiana Dunes 
State park. Divers and fishers can 
enjoy the site, but treasure hunt-
ers will be thwarted from taking 
items as the wreckage is pro-
tected. the mission of the pre-
serve is to educate the public on 
the state's maritime history along 
Lake Michigan shores. 
 built in 1891 in South haven, 
Michigan, the j.D. Marshall was 
a sand barge converted from a 

timber hauler. on 11 june 1911, 
the ship capsized in a storm and 
sank, with the loss of four crew 
members. Discovered in 1970, 
the ship was raised by salvage 
crews in 1982 who planned to 
sell the wreckage for scrap. 
however, conservation police 
halted the operation, but only 
after the propeller and other 
parts were already removed. 
During the investigation, lines that 
held the ship snapped, and the 
vessel sank back down into Lake 
Michigan. ■ SoURce: NWItIMeS.coM

the j.D. 
Marshall  
was built 

in 1891

www.othree.co.uk
http://cressi.it
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Discount comes at a price
Fees now make up 38% of airlines earnings.

London Heathrow to track late-running passengers

Soon portable electronics may 
remain on during  
take-off and landing

No more jetlag?

Oneworld launches 
global booking app
oneworld has become the 
first airline alliance to enable 
customers to book multi-airline 
round-the-world trips via their 
tablet computers. oneworld 
explorer enables passengers to 
travel around the globe utilizing 
the flights of any of the alliance’s 
member airline or affiliates, serv-
ing nearly a thousand destina-
tions in 150 countries.  
 oneworld explorer’s price is 
based on the number of conti-
nents visited (three to six) not the 
mileage flown, making planning 
and pricing journeys simpler. the 
changes to its booking engine 
make the tool easier and faster 
to use, drawing heavily on feed-
back from users since the origi-
nal online booking engine was 
launched five years ago. ■

T-Mobile to eliminate international data fees 
tired of trying to find local SIM cards 
to avoid excessive roaming charges 
when you are travelling? Starting 
on october 31, t-Mobile business 
customers and consumers on the 
Simple choice plan will have unlimited 
data and texting and pay a flat fee of 
only 20 cents a minute for voice calls 

in 100 countries. plan members won’t 
have to remember to activate the 
service or 
pay extra for 
international 
roaming. ■

If it sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. In 
these days of expensive 
air travel, airline cliams of 
bargain fares definitely 
warrant closer inspection. 
According to a recent 
study, airlines worldwide 
generated in excess of 
US$27.1 billion from service 
fees, an amount represent-
ing more than 38% of a 
carrier’s total revenue.
 IdeaWorkscompany, a 
consultant specializing in 
so-called “ancillary” rev-
enue, discovered a total 
of 53 airlines reported their 
ancillary revenue for 2012 
from activities such as 
frequent flier miles sold to 
partners, fees for checked 

bags and commissions 
from car rentals. the 23 
airlines that first reported 
such revenue to IdeaWorks 
in 2008 made just $2.45 bil-
lion off fees.
 “once largely limited to 
low-fare airlines, ancillary 
revenue has now become 
a financial necessity for 
airlines all over the globe,” 
said report author jay 
Sorensen. budget airlines 
dominated the list of air-
lines whose ancillary fees 
made up the highest per-
centage of their total rev-
enue. Spirit Airlines’ ancil-
lary fees made up 38.5% of 
its total revenue. Despite 
that, traffic was up more 
than 22%. ■

Body clock ‘reset 
button’ found.  
— BBC News

In a bid to cut delays and cut costs, pas-
sengers at London’s heathrow Airport will 
be tracked through security checkpoints 
and terminals. the new system will inform 
airlines if a passenger is late or at which 
stage of the check-in process they are. 
those that have less than 30 minutes 
before departure, will be directed back 
to the check-in desk. travellers spending 

too much time browsing in duty free shops 
will be issued with a warning and will be 
prompted to the right gate. It is hoped 
that common delays will become a thing 
of the past, as airlines will be immediately 
informed if a passenger will not make a 
flight, allowing time for bags to be with-
drawn from the plane’s hold. ■

Due to increasing public pressure the U.S. 
federal Aviation Administration (fAA) 
may consider easing restrictions on the 
use of electronic devices such as smart 
phones and laptops by passengers dur-
ing take-off and landing of airplanes. the 
agency is investigating the current poli-
cies to find out when these devices can 
be safely used during a flight, without 
interfering with the airplane’s sensitive 
communications, flight control and navi-
gation systems.

 “the fAA recognizes consumers are 
intensely interested in the use of personal 
electronics aboard aircraft; that is why 
we tasked a government-industry group 
to examine the safety issues and the 
feasibility of changing the current restric-
tions,” said the agency in a statement. ■ 
SoURce: DotWNeWS.coM

A team of researchers at Kyoto University 
in japan have found a key area in the 
brain that can be manipulated to reset 
the body’s clock to a new time zone in 
just one day. Researchers developing 
drugs that help with jet lag are now a 
step closer to making this a reality. the 
size of a grain of rice, a group of 10,000 
brain cells constantly communicate with 

one another to 
keep control over 
the body’s clock. 
Dr Michael hastings, a Medical Research 
council body clock researcher, told the 
bbc: “our results identify vasopressin 
signalling as a possible therapeutic tar-
get for the management of circadian 
rhythm [body clock] misalignment.” ■

http://www.rociodelmar.com
http://www.aggressor.com

	Go to page 83: 
	Jump to page 3: 
	0: 
	0: 
	0: 
	1: 



	Jump to page 60: 
	Go to page 9: 
	Go to page 17: 
	Jump to page 26: 
	Jump to page 38: 
	Go to page 47: 
	Jump to page 67: 
	Jump to page 72: 
	Jump to page 82: 
	Go to page 56: 
	Go to page 76: 
	Jump to page 15: 
	Jump to page 16: 
	Jump to page 36: 
	Jump to page 54: 
	Jump to page 66: 
	Jump to page 71: 
	Jump to page 75: 
	Jump to page 80: 
	Index: 
	Go to next page: 


