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here we are at the start of a 
new year filled with both chal-
lenges and possibilities. this 
statement couldn’t be more 
accurate when referring to the 
plight of sharks worldwide. Yet, 
despite the barrage of media 
doom and gloom, 2012 saw 
some encouraging develop-
ments in the world of shark 
conservation. 

the cook islands became the 
latest territory to ban shark fish-
ing within its territorial waters. 
they join palau, the Maldives, 
tokelau, honduras, the 
bahamas, the Marshall islands, 
pitcairn island and French 
polynesia in establishing shark 
sanctuaries with a combined 
area of more than 11.4 million 
square kilometres of ocean.

however, with such an 
immense protected area, 
enforcing the law will prove 
challenging. the worldwide 
appetite for shark fin soup 
remains voracious, a fact illus-
trated by a sickening photo 
of shark fins drying on a hong 
kong rooftop. Despite falling 
sales in recent years, hong 
kong remains one of the 
world’s biggest shark fin mar-
kets. Forced to retreat from 
public sidewalks due to pub-
lic outcry, the practice has 

retreated to the rooftops to 
remain out of sight and mind. 
Well, not quite. Attitudes are 
changing, albeit slower than 
many people would like.

time and time again, the 
tired old “cultural discrima-
tion” card gets played, a 
point recently illustrated in san 
Francisco, one of an increas-
ing number of north American 
cities that has banned shark 
fins. A federal judge has 
refused to block enforce-
ment of the california’s shark 
fin sales ban, rejecting argu-
ments the law is discriminatory 
towards chinese Americans. 
the law was challenged by 
san Francisco’s chinatown 
neighborhood Association and 
another group representing 
chinese Americans and busi-
nesses. they claim restaurant 
owners, merchants and import-
ers have lost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in the past year 
due to lost sales of shark fin 
soup and shark fins. 

Fortunately, the judge wasn’t 
buying it. in a written rul-
ing, u.s. District Judge phyllis 
hamilton stated the law serves 
a legitimate local purpose 
based on concerns that shark 
finning kills millions of sharks 
annually, causing a serious 

threat to the ocean ecosystem.  

“plaintiffs have provided no 
evidence that the law was 
enacted for the purpose of 
discriminating against chinese 
Americans,” hamilton ruled. 
“plaintiff’s own evidence shows 
that only a small percent of 
chinese Americans eat shark 
fin soup regularly, and that 
approximately half of chinese 
Americans actually support the 
shark Fin Law.”  

For those of us who cherish 
the undersea world 
and its inhabitants, it is 
incomprehensible that the 
ocean’s apex predators 
are being wiped out due to 
“cultural rights”. i’m always 
reminded of a quote from 
the movie Jurassic park: 
“Just because you can do 
something doesn’t mean you 
should.” but let’s not dwell on 
the negative and focus on the 
positive.
 
the tide is turning and educa-
tion is the key. sharks have 
been around for many millions 
of years and have earned the 
right to remain for many more. 
Let’s ensure that they do.

— scott bennett
Associate editor

http://www.demashow.com
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It can take years for coral to recov-
er their reproductive abilities after 
suffering tissue damage.
touching a coral may do far more damage 
than just the immediate injury or wound.  
Damaging a coral can also have last-

ing adverse 
effects, affect-
ing its ability 
to reproduce 
new research 
has showed.  
Four years after 
suffering tissue 
damage, coral 
colonies in the 
bahamas were 
still producing 
low numbers of 
eggs and sper-
maries were 
also in short 
supply. the 
slow recovery 
was a surprise, 
said howard 
Lasker, profes-

sor of geology at the university at buffalo, 
who led the study on the coral species 
Antillogorgia elisabethae, a caribbean gor-
gonian coral.
 to study the effect of tissue damage on 
sexual activity, Lasker's team looked at egg 
and sperm production in A. elisabethae 
colonies near cross harbour, Abaco, in the 
bahamas. in this region, workers harvest the 
coral, pruning branches from large, sexually 

mature colonies to obtain an anti-inflam-
matory chemical used in skin care products. 
such harvests took place in 2002 and 2005. 
in 2009, Lasker and page returned to the 
area before the annual spawning, which 
for A. elisabethae occurs in november and 
December. the researchers compared 24 
colonies that had been cropped to 20 that 
had not, carefully dissecting 24 individual 
coral polyps from each of the 44 colonies to 
count the reproductive organs within.

Fewer eggs 
in cropped female colonies, roughly one 
in three polyps carried no eggs at all, com-
pared with roughly one in six in uncropped 
colonies. the uncropped colonies also had 
more than double the number of polyps 
producing three or more 
eggs—120 polyps in all, 
compared with just 53 pol-
yps in the cropped colonies. 
More than three-quarters of 
polyps in uncropped male 
colonies housed 11 or more 
spermaries, organs that pro-
duce sperm. in contrast, less 
than 60 percent of polyps in 
cropped colonies had 11 or 
more spermaries.
 the new research is the 
latest to support the notion 
that damaged corals may 
have lower fecundity be-
cause they divert resources 
away from reproduction 
and toward growth and 
injury repair. ■

it is clear that the world will undergo a 
certain amount of climate change but 
most major reefs harbor high-tempera-
ture habitats that may be fostering the 
diversity needed for corals to survive 
extreme temperatures. because of local 
factors that isolate some areas of the 
reef from winds and waves that might 
mitigate temperature extremes, some 
pools in the reef are highly variable in 
temperature, with summertime water 
temperatures topping 34°c.
 by comparing corals in markedly dif-
ferent environmental conditions in two 
nearby but separate pools on a reef in 
the Southern Pacific, researchers from 
stanford university in california found 
that the staghorn coral Acropora hya-
cinthus, a common reef-building coral 
found in these pools, grows faster and 
is more thermally tolerant than corals of 
the same species in nearby pools that 
do not get as hot. the team took sam-
ples of corals from both the highly vari-

able and the moderately variable pools 
and subjected them to thermal stress 
experiments under laboratory conditions 
while monitoring the levels of expression, 
or activity, of a wide range of genes. 
 The scientists identified 60 genes with 
an unusual expression pattern. under 
normal temperatures, these genes were 
more active in the corals from the highly 
variable pool. but when water tempera-
tures rose, they were more active in the 
corals from the moderately variable 
pool. these genes included thermal 
tolerance genes such as heat shock 
proteins and antioxidant enzymes, as 
well as a broad array of genes involved 
in apoptosis regulation, tumor suppres-
sion, innate immune response, and cell 
adhesion.
 the experiment did not examine the 
potential contribution of the zooxan-
thellae, the symbiotic unicellular algae 
commonly that provide the energy and 
nutrients of photosynthesis to the coral 

while gaining a home within the 
coral tissue. some types of zoox-
anthellae are associated with 
greater coral heat resistance. it's 
also not yet clear if the observed 
resilience reflects short-term 
acclimatization to higher water 
temperatures or adaptation that 
might be passed on to future 
generations within a coral popu-
lation. ■ souRce: pRoceeDinGs oF 
the nAtionAL AcADeMY oF sciences. 
JAnuARY 7, 2013

news edited by peter 
symes & kelly Laclaire NEWS
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Corals show resilience to climate change
Climate change is expected to devastate coral reefs but a 
number of studies have found coral colonies that endure high 
water temperatures.

Recent advances in DnA-
sequencing technologies now 
allow for in-depth charac-
terization of the genomic stress 
responses of many organisms 
such as reef-building corals
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Africa’s second largest marine protected area is established
Primeiras and Segundas 
Archipelago is declared an 
Environmental Protected 
Area by the government of 
Mozambique. 

the primeiras and segundas 
Archipelago is a chain of ten 
sparsely inhabited barrier islands 
and two coral reef complexes 
situated in the indian ocean 
off the coast of Mozambique 
and near the coastal city of 
Angoche. the islands lie in two 
groups along the western side of 
the Mozambique channel. Made 
up of ten islands off the coast of 
northern Mozambique, this coastal 
marine reserve in the primeiras and 
segundas Archipelago will cover 

more than 4,020 square miles and 
contains abundant coral and turtle 
species.
 the archipelago includes the 
most robust and diverse coral 
community in Mozambique. it is 
rich in mangroves, marine life, 
deep underwater canyons and 
large seagrass beds. Due to cold 
nutrient-rich upwellings, the archi-
pelago is spared coral bleaching, 
a common problem in other coral-
rich areas, making these some of 
the most globally productive and 
important reefs on the planet.
 vegetation on these low islands 
includes mangrove, grass and 
scrub. offshore, they are more 
noted for the biodiversity of their 
spectacular coral reefs, which 
support an important fishery. the 

archipelago also hosts the most 
important dugong population in 
the western indian ocean.
 the european discovery of the 
archipelago came on 25 February 
1498 during vasco da Gama's first 
expedition to india. the islands 
became an important stopping-off 
point for portuguese trading fleets 
sailing for india and the orient, 
which were often in need of emer-
gency repairs after rounding the 
cape of Good hope.
 "protecting the rich natural 
resources of this magnificent area 
will make a major contribution to 
the long term food security and 
livelihoods of the people of the 
region,” said John tanzer, Director 
of WWF's Global Marine Program. ■ 
souRce: WWF

news

snorkellers and divers visit-
ing cyprus this summer will be 
spoilt for choice with the open-
ing of five new marine parks. 
it is hoped that the €1.5 mil-
lion project will boost growth 
and protection of the island's 
marine life while encouraging 
more visitors. the new marine 
parks will be positioned around 
the waters of paphos, Limassol, 
Agia napa, protaras and 
Latchi. Fishing will be prohibited 
in each at any time.
 between January and June, 
four large fishing boats are due 
to be scuttled in the cypriot 

Mediterranean, with some sites 
opening to divers as early as 
July. the project is being fund-
ed by the cyprus Diver centre 
Association, the Department of 
Fisheries and the cyprus tourism 
organisation as part of a larger 
project to increase and diver-
sify the region’s marine life.
 “We are thrilled that cyprus’ 
diving offering will be further 
improved through the crea-
tion of these five new marine 
parks. it is the cyprus Dive 
centre Association’s mission 
to promote awareness of the 
importance of our under-

water ecosystems and we 
are committed to preserv-
ing and monitoring our sites,” 
said photos socratous, vice-
chairman of the cyprus Dive 
centre Association. With the 
support of the cyprus tourism 
organisation, the european 
union and our Fisheries 
Department we are working 
towards an exciting future for 
diving in cyprus,” he added.
 With one of the longest diving 
seasons in the Mediterranean, 
cyprus attracts more than 2 mil-
lion travellers annually. ■

Cyprus to expand dive sites
Five new marine parks set to open by summer. Area’s number of wreck dives 
increased to 16.

paphos coastline, cyprus
WikipeDiA coMMons

FiLe photo: scott bennett

news edited  
by scott bennett

Mozambique boasts some of the most prolific reefs systems in Anfrica
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Deep corals discovered on Great Barrier Reef

news

A new exploration by a remote-
operated submersible has found 
the reef's deepest coral yet.

the coral Leptoseris is living 410 feet (125 
meters) below the ocean's surface, a 
discovery that expedition leader pim 
bongaerts of the university of Queensland 
called "mind-blowing". bongaerts and his 
colleagues received funding from insurer 
the catlin Group Limited to explore the 

Great barrier Reef as part of an effort to 
understand how climate change is alter-
ing the oceans.
 the catlin seaview survey is a game-
changing scientific study, which aims to 
reveal the life and science of our oceans 
for all to see. starting with the Great 
barrier Reef, reefs around the world will 
be captured like never before, in high-
resolution, 360 degree panoramic vision, 
producing a benchmark for the scien-
tific community to monitor change and 

for the public at large to experience 
unprecedented accessibility to our 
oceans through ‘virtual diving’.
 on the outer edge of the Ribbon 
Reefs, off the northern Great barrier 
Reef, the researchers hit unusually 
calm seas and were able to deploy a 
remote-operated vehicle, or Rov, off 
the edge of the Australian continental 
shelf, where the ocean floor plum-
mets hundreds of feet.
 the team brought one precious 

Leptoseris coral 
sample back 
to sea level. 
typically, such 
corals peter out 
in the Great barrier 
Reef above 330 feet 
(100 m), replaced by 
non-light-dependent 
sponges and sea 
fans. using the Rov, 
the team also found 
the deepest staghorn 
Acropora, a type of 
coral that makes up 
the majority of most of 
the world's reefs.
 "the discovery shows 
that there are coral 
communities on the 
Great barrier Reef exist-
ing at considerably 
greater depths than 
we could have ever 
imagined,” said Dr pim 
bongaerts, university of 
Queensland. ■

kyra hay sorting 
coral samples

Queen awards Richard Stanton a MBE
english cave diver Richard stanton was made a Member 
of the order of the british empire (Mbe) in the new Year 
honours list recently announced by buckingham palace. 
it is the second honour of 2012 for 51-year-old stanton 
who earlier this year was awarded a bronze Medal from 
the Royal humane society. Rick stanton received the 
honour in recognition of his service to the communities of 

the West Midlands as a firefighter and for the cave diving 
rescue services he carries out on a voluntary basis 

both in the unite kingdom and abroad.
 two years ago he was instrumental in 
a rescue attempt and recovery of the 
body of French diver eric establie who 
was trapped by silt inside the Ardeche 
Gorge, near Marseille. Mr stanton has been 
involved with other rescue missions—he 
helped rescue six british soldiers who had 
become trapped in rising flood water in a 
cave in Mexico.

What is a MBE?
the Most 
excellent order 
of the british 

empire is an order 
of chivalry estab-

lished on 4 June 1917 
by king George. the 
order is composed of 
five classes in civil and 
military divisions.
 the award bestowed by 
the Queen to those people 
who have made a sig-
nificant achievement or 
outstanding service to 
the community. An 
Mbe is also award-
ed for local ‘hands-
on’ service which 
stands out as an example 
to other people. ■ 
souRce: Gov.uk

It isn’t particularly unusual  
for me to get official looking 

letters in the post because 
of my international rescue 
work, but when I got noti-
fication of this on behalf of 
the Palace I was absolutely 

astounded.
—Rick Stanton

Richard stanton seen on another occasion, pre-
sented the bronze Medal from the Royal humane 
society for his efforts to help recover the body 
of French cave diver eric establie who became 
trapped in France’s Draggonniere Gaude cave 
system in 2010. on the right, the Mbe medal
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scientists from the university of 
Georgia (uGA) have found the fos-
sil of an Atlantic gray whale off the 
coast of the u.s. state of Georgia. 
the Atlantic gray whale was hunted 
to extinction the 1700s. however, 
california and pacific gray whales 
are near pre-whaling levels today. 
the fossil find is reviving efforts to 
establish a connection between the 
two species.
 the large fossilized whalebone 
was found near Gray's Reef national 
Marine sanctuary about 20 miles off 
the coast of Georgia in 2008 by uGA 
geoarcheology professor ervan Gar-
rison, marine scientist scott noakes 
and research scientist Alexander 

cherkinsky of the Franklin college of 
Arts and sciences, along with Greg 
McFall of the national oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (noAA). 
Their findings were published in jour-
nal paleontologica electronica.

The big dig
it took the scientists two years to fully 
recover  the fossil because it was em-
bedded in substrate on the ocean 
floor at a depth of 70ft. Recovered in 
sections, the bone, which was a left 
mandible, measured a total of 1.5 
meters in length. Radiocarbon dat-
ing places the bone's age at around 
36,000 years. 

 the paper's lead author, Garrison, 
descibed the moment of discovery:  
"We were looking for more terrestrial 
animals that lived there when hu-
mans lived there, when scott noakes 
saw something unusual and called 
us over to take a look." he added, 
"When colleagues at the smithsonian 
said that it was clearly an Atlantic 
gray, we realized that the discovery 
would take on much more meaning."
 DnA analysis of the bones was 
attempted by cetacean experts  
at trent university in peterborough, 

ontario. however, the age of the 
whalebone proved to be a problem. 
Despite the unsuccessful attempt, 
the biologists' interest in the whale-
bone helped the uGA team reach 
their final conclusions about the ori-
gin of the fossil.
 "the california grays looked ex-
actly like the bones that were dug 
up in scandinavia back in the 19th 
century," Garrison said, "one of the 
first instances where a living species 
was named based on the fossil evi-
dence." ■ souRce: univ. oF GeoRGiA

news 36,000-year-old 
fossil of extinct 
whale discovered

Two piranhas, one extinct, found to have mightiest bite

A team 
of interna-
tional marine 
biologists have stat-
ed that the bite force of 
the now extinct Megapiranha 
and today's black piranha 
have the most powerful bite 
of all apex predators for the 
size of its body. 
 the researchers' study, 
which appeared in the jour-
nal scientific Reports, record-
ed first bite-force measure-
ments from 15 wild black 
piranha specimens from the 
Amazon River in brazil. the 
biologists used nets and low-
impact fishing techniques to 
study the piranha in the Xingu 
and iriri tributaries of the river. 
 in the study, the research-
ers said that the piranha 
“readily performed multiple 
defensive bites with the trans-

ducer 
placed 
between 
the tips 
of the 
jaws.”
in order 
to exam-
ine and 

record the mor-
phology of their jaws, 
some fish were dis-

sected in the 
field.
 From the 
data col-
lected the 
scientists 
were able to 
describe the 

jaw physiology 
underlying the 

powerful bite, which 
is 30 times greater than the 
body weight of the fish. they 
found a highly specialized 
jaw-closing lever as well as a 
large but short muscle mass 
in the piranha's jaw, which 
permits the fish to bite down 
with incredible force.
 
Megapiranha
the researchers were then 
able to make conservative 
estimates on the bite force of 
the Megapiranha—a much 
bigger, extinct relative of the 
black piranha, which had a 
similar jaw physiology but a 
bite force four times greater. 
based on this finding, the sci-

entists extrapolated that the 
Megapiranha could probably 
bite into a bovine femur with 
no difficulty. so, the contem-
poraries of the Megapiranha, 
armored catfish and turtles, 
were most likely vulnerable to 
the fish's destructive bite.
 so, what exactly did the 
Megapiranha eat, wondered 
the researchers.
 “Did Megapiranha 
use their strong jaws 
and novel dentition to 
not only slice into their 
prey’s compliant flesh, 
but also crush through 
their stiff bones? our 
bite simulations indicate 
Megapiranha’s hybrid 
teeth were indeed 
capable of transmitting 
sufficient bite pressure to 
generate micro-fractures in 
robust cortical mammalian 
bone as well as complete 
mechanical failure of thin-
ner vertebrate bony tissues,” 
stated the researchers in the 
study.
 From findings in the tooth 
orphology of this extinct fish, it 
was assumed that they hunt-
ed bony fish and turtles.
 national Geographic 
organized and filmed the 
study's fieldwork, resulting 
in footage to be aired on 
the national Geographic 
channel in a program enti-
tled Megapiranha. ■
souRce: ReDoRbit.coM
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the WA state government has 
announced Au$2 million in funding for 
shark hazard-reduction research, fol-
lowing one of the worst years for shark 
attacks in the state’s history. the grants 
will be spread over the next three 
years, with $900,000 already allocated 
to four major research projects. Attacks 
have increased nationally over the last 
20 years, although scientists are unable 
to pinpoint exactly why.
 one of the first projects aims to 
test existing shark deterrent devices. 
Among these is a device that produc-
es an electric field, aiming to provide 
swimmers with a radius of protection 
by interfering with the electroreceptor 

organs that help sharks find prey.
 Grant recipient professor shaun 
collin, a neuroecologist at the 
university of Western Australia, and 
Associate professor nathan hart also 

plan to test 
new deter-
rent methods, 
including the 
ways in which 
light, sound and 
bubble curtains 
may be used 
to encourage 
sharks to migrate 
elsewhere. 
shaun says bub-
bles can inter-
fere with the 
minute hair cells 
along the flank 
and head of the 
shark that help it 

to detect water movement. 
 shaun says hazard prevention tech-
nologies are a way to try to protect both 
humans and sharks, by providing an alter-
native to the practice of shark culling.

Jet ski patrols
twelve new jet-skis are to be used by 
WA lifeguards to help prevent shark 
attacks at popular beach spots.
 WA premier, colin barnett, said 
the bolster in lifeguard presence in 
the water had been introduced in 
response to recent shark attacks, 
drownings and a high number of res-
cues and will "give beachgoers added 
confidence" at both metropolitan and 
country beaches.
 surf Life saving Western Australia has 
been promised the jet-skis by the state 
government, funded by a $500,000 pack-
age over two years, as part of a $6.85 mil-
lion shark mitigation program.
 barnett said the first six jet-skis have 
been delivered and will be based at perth 
beaches from Fremantle to Mullaoo, with 
sLsWA teams on call year-around. ■ 
souRces: AustRALiAn GeoGRAphic, WA to-
DAY
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Scottish proposal for Marine 
Protected Areas to be announced
—Massive network of marine protected 
areas to be discussed. 
the scottish parliament will consider a 
new proposal to establish a vast net-
work of protected seas equalling 32,000 
square miles of water—roughly the 
same size as scotland itself. A recent 
report given to the government by the 
scottish natural heritage group and the 
Joint nature conservation committee 
proposes that 33 new Marine protected 
Areas (MpAs) be created.
 this would create an impressive and 
far-reaching network of safeguarded 

sea waters of the country in 
an attempt to bolster con-
servation of marine life and 
maintain a healty ecosystem 
in the area.
 According to the bbc, four 
other MpAs have been identi-
fied to protect dolphins and 
whales specifically—as well as 
basking sharks, black guillemot, 
sand eels and certain seabirds.
 "A healthy marine ecosystem under-
pins the nursery grounds for the species 
our fisherman rely on, the reefs and kelp 

forests that protect our coast by buffer-
ing against storms," said enviromental 
secretary, Richard Lochhead.
 scottish parliment will also be hear-
ing some opposition from certain fishing 

groups and possibly energy companies 
with offshore interests. Dates for a final 
decision by parliment have not been 
anmounced. ■ souRce: bbc

WikiMeDiA coMMonsscottish coast

Western Australia  
invests millions in 
shark deterrents

over the last 10 months, the WA coast has seen five fatal shark 
attacks. Last year the south-West surf Life saving WA helicopter 
service patrolled for 65 days and in that time spotted 77 sharks

suRF LiFe sAvinG WesteRn AustRALiA
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Zinc can treat deadly jelllfish stings
Rapid administration of zinc could be life sav-
ing in human sting victims. Researchers also 
find that venom from stings seems to poke 
holes in red blood cells, triggering the release 
of potassium that stops the heart when 
tested in mice. but in mouse and human 
blood, the venom’s effects appeared to 
be blocked by zinc, the scientists report. 
so Dr Angel Yanagihara, researcher at the 
university of hawaii, says she is advising a 
company that is seeking to develop anti-
dotes using the compound zinc gluconate.
 A human-sized body needs a large dose 
of venom to be fatal, but the more tentacles 
that come into contact with the skin, the 
more deadly venom is injected. heart failure 
in the victim rapidly follows a severe sting. 

immediate action can save lives.

Vinegar
vinegar flooded over wounds and tenta-
cle fragments kills the stinging cells without 
releasing more venom. Fragments should 
never be touched before the vinegar wash. 
if the victim is resuscitated and rushed to a 
hospital, fast-acting anti-venom will increase 
the chances of recovery without further 
complications.
 this reaction to taste and feel of human 
skin also explains why nylon suits, panty hose, 
indeed any clothing cover, works as protec-
tion. cloth does not taste like food, so the 
tentacles simply brush over it. ■
souRce: pLos one

RobeRt hARWick

Australian box jellyfish (chironex fleckeri) stings can cause acute cardiovascular collapse and death

Have jellyfish blooms been blown out of pro-
portion?
A new multinational collaborative study, 
involving the university of southampton, 
suggests these trends, as so frequently 
reported by media in recent years, may 
be overstated. increased speculation 
and discrepancies about current and 
future jellyfish blooms by the media and 
in climate and science reports formed 
the motivation for the study.
 the key finding of the study showed 
that global jellyfish populations undergo 
concurrent fluctuations with successive 
decadal periods of rise and fall, includ-
ing a rising phase in the 1990s and early 
2000s that has contributed to the current 
perception of a global increase in jelly-
fish abundance.

Bias created by media
the previous period of high jellyfish num-
bers during the 1970s went unnoticed 
due to limited research on jellyfish at 

the time, less awareness of global-scale 
problems and a lower capacity for infor-
mation sharing (e.g. no internet).
 While there has been no increase over 
the long-term, the authors detected a 
hint of a slight increase in jellyfish since 
1970, although this trend was countered 
by the observation that there was no dif-
ference in the proportion of increasing 
versus decreasing jellyfish populations 
over time.
 Although there are areas where jel-
lyfish have increased—the situation 
with the giant jellyfish in Japan and 
parts of the Mediterranean are classic 
examples—there are also areas where 
jellyfish numbers have remained stable, 
fluctuated over ten-year time periods, or 
actually decreased over time.
 “the realisation that jellyfish synchro-
nously rise and fall around the world 
should now lead researchers to search 

for the long-term natu-
ral and climate drivers 
of jellyfish populations, 
in addition to begin 
monitoring jellyfish 
in open ocean and 
southern hemisphere 
regions that are under-
represented in our anal-
yses,” said lead author, 
Dr Rob condon, marine 
scientist at the Dauphin 
island sea Lab (DisL) in 
Alabama. ■
souRce: univeRsitY oF 
south hAMpton

Moon jellyFiLe photo: peteR sYMes
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Female fish are attracted to males that 
"flirt" with other males, a study has found. 
Males of the tropical freshwater fish 
poecilia mexicana increase their attrac-
tiveness to females not only by opposite-
sex but also through same-sex interactions. 
in an unusual mating strat-
egy, hard-up males of a tiny, 
promiscuous fish species 
engage in homosexual acts 
in a bid to entice females to 
copulate with them.

"Conumdrum"
in the scientific paper, 
just published in the Royal 
society journal biology 
Letters, researchers led by 
Dr David bierbach from 
the university of Frankfurt, 
Germany, refer to homosex-
ual behaviour in the animal 
kingdom as a "conundrum".
 "Male homosexual behav-
iour can be found in most 

extant classes across the animal kingdom, 
but represents a Darwinian puzzle as same-
sex mating should decrease male repro-
ductive fitness," they wrote.
 Researchers said small, non-dominant 
Atlantic molly males, often overlooked for 

larger, flashier rivals as mating partners, 
rose vastly in the esteem of females that 
observed them copulating—regardless of 
the partner's sex. ■
souRce: RoYAL societY JouRnAL bioLoGY LetteRs

Same-sex flirts makes fish more attractive

school of 
cardinalfish

FiLe photo: peteR sYMes

Nudibranchs have sleep cycles too
—sea slugs go to sleep based on 
internal clocks. 

Dr Jim newcomb, associate professor 
of biology at new england college, 
studied the lion-hooded nudibranch 
to try to figure out how circadian 
rhythms in human beings work. 
though scientists know that humans 
have an internal clock that, using the 
light as a cue, sets and resets itself 
to control things like falling asleep, 
the raising and lowering of our body 
temperatures from day to night, and 
the slowing of our heartbeats, they 
don't quite know how that internal 
clock works on a cellular level.
 to try to figure that out, newcomb 
has begun researching the lion-

hooded nudibranch, a sea slug 
found in the kelp beds and eel grass 
that grows in the water along the 
pacific coast.
 knowing how circadian rhythm 
works is important because the 
body's internal clock impacts eve-
rything from productivity at work to 
disease and disorders. Whether peo-
ple follow their natural rhythms can 
impact their health, said newcomb, 
but scientists don't yet know why folks 
who work the third shift are more like-
ly to have heart attacks, or why flying 
to new Zealand causes the physical 
and mental symptoms of jet lag to 
set in. sea slugs may just help solve 
that mystery. ■ souRce: union LeADeR

the hooded nudibranch, Melibe leoni-
na, is also called the lion nudibranch. 
this mollusk is almost transparent with 

a slight yellowish-green cast

noAA
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Swedes find another Soviet WWII subma-
rine in the Baltic
According to Russian media, the sub-
marine was discovered by swedish 
civilian divers southeast of Öland. After 
being located by hMs belos, a subma-
rine rescue ship, pictures were taken 
of the wreckage s-6 soviet submarine 
that went missing in 1941. Russian mili-
tary has been informed of the discov-
ery site, which is now considered a war 
grave.
 the navy said it believed the 
submarine was one of several that 
went missing in 1941. the submarine 
had sustained severe damage and 
was found in an area known as the 
"Wartburg minefield", which was mined 
by German forces, the navy said. the 
former minefield lies within sweden's 
economic zone, but in international 
waters.

Open hatches
one of the submarine's hatches was 

open, suggesting it had been at the 
surface when it entered the minefield.
 "in those days, submarines travelled 
at the surface to move quickly or also 
to charge their batteries," commander 
christian Allerman from the swedish 
navy said.
 the submarine remained in two 
main pieces. the bow rested two 
meters north of the stern, found next 
to a torpedo-shaped object. the sub-
marine was imprinted with Russian text 
and symbols of a soviet hammer and 
sickle.
 several war-time submarines, includ-
ing soviet submarines, which unofficial-
ly were nicknamed ‘stalinets’—have 
been found in recent years off the 
Swedish coast. ■ 
souRce: sWeDish ARMeD FoRces

View video of discovery here >>>

A WWII-era fighter recovered from Lake Michigan
the plane crashed during aircraft-carrier train-
ing near Waukegan on 28 December 1944. 
the FM-2 "Wildcat" Fighter went down in about 
200 feet of water in an accident blamed on 
engine failure.  
 the Grumman F4F Wildcat was an American 
carrier-based fighter aircraft, which began 
service with both the united states navy and 
the british Royal navy in 1940. First used in com-

bat by the british in europe, the Wildcat was the 
only effective fighter available to the U.S. Navy 
and Marine Corps in the Pacific Theater during 
the early part of second World War.
 More than 17,000 pilots completed the train-
ing in Lake Michigan. the aircraft carriers used 
for the training docked at chicago's navy pier. 
The pilots flew from Glenview Naval Air Station 
in Glenview. ■ souRce: FoX neWs

World War ii fighter plane retrieved from Lake Michigan

TH

E 
BRAND NEW

T

RUE LUXU
RY

P A L A U  S I R E N
LIVEABOARD

X-RAY MAG AD.indd   1 12/21/11   12:20 PM

133-year-old wreck found in Lake Huron
the wreck of a wooden steamer that 
sank during a storm more than a cen-
tury ago has been found, according 
to shipwreck hunter, David trotter. 
 the find winds up a two-year search 
for the 283-foot new York, which was 
built in 1879. it was found north of port 
Austin resting upright in the bottom of 
Lake huron, with its stern showing dam-
age and broken stacks close by. 
 trotter, 71, who hales from canton 
township in Wayne county told the 
Ap, "We were very excited because it 
was such a large vessel." trotter has 35 
years under his belt hunting the Great 
Lakes for wrecks.

 on 1 october 1910, the new York 
was ferrying coal from Detroit to 
ontario, canada, when a storm hit 
with gale-force winds. According to 
trotter, the captain and 13 crew mem-
bers, who scrambled into lifeboats, 
were rescued by another ship, the 
Mataafa.
 the wreck hunter was using a 
side-scan sonar from a boat when 
he detected wreckage from the 
new York in May. From July through 
september, divers made around 30 
trips down to survey the wreck site. ■
souRce: GRAnD hAven tRibune

the 283-foot wooden 
steamer new York
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Wreck Trek.
The final frontier.

The Florida Keys Wreck Trek is a series of challenging dives on some of the most 
amazing shipwrecks in the universe. From the 510’ Spiegel Grove off Key Largo 
to the recently scuttled 524’ missile-tracking USS Vandenberg in Key West, 
it’s a must for any diver’s (or captain’s) log. 
fla-keys.com/diving/wrecktrek

Ancient Hellenistic 
harbour and ship-
wrecks found at Akko
underwater wreckage of a fleet 
of early-19th century ships and 
ancient harbor structures from 
the third to first century b.c. 
have been found at the city of 
Akko by archaeologists from the 
university of Rhode island (uRi),  
the university of Louisville and the 
israel Antiquities Authority (iAA). 
Akko, or Acre, was one of the 
major ports on the eastern end 
of the Mediterranean sea during 
the ancient period. the discover-
ies provide more information on 
a period of history of which little is 
known. they also provide clues to 
how and where more remains may 
be found.
 on november 15 and 17, the 
findings were presented by uRi 
assistant professors bridget buxton 
and William krieger on behalf 
of the israel coast exploration 
project at the annual meeting of 
the American schools of oriental 
Research in chicago.

Discovery
A sub-bottom profiler was used 
to detect three of the four well-
preserved shipwrecks found off 
the coast south of Akko in 2011, 
according to buxton. storms later 
took off a few meters of inshore 
sediments to reveal the wrecks 
temporarily, as well as another 

large vessel. since the storm, the 
wrecks have been reburied.
 While the shipwrecks were briefly 
exposed, however, the israel 
Antiquities Authority took a closer 
look at one of them. they inspect-
ed a 32-meter vessel, with its brass 
gudgeon (rudder socket) still pre-
served, as well as several small 
artifacts including a candlestick, 
plates and a cooking pot, which 
had bones still in it. 
 "We're in a race against time to 
find other ships in the area and 
learn from them before storms 
totally dislodge or destroy them," 
said buxton.
 it was found that the ship's wood 
came from turkey, according to 
laboratory analyses completed 
over the summer by the iAA. it is 
thought that these ships may have 
indeed been involved in a failed 
attempt to capture Akko during 
the egyptian-ottoman War of 1831. 
Records show that Admiral osman 
nurredin bey led a fleet that was 

severely damaged in this attempt. 
it was in 1832, with egyptian land 
forces under the leadership of 
ibrahim pasha, that Akko eventu-
ally fell. 

Keys to further finds
Researchers are excited by the 
discovery because of what it can 
tell them about where much older 
ships may be found.
 "Like many underwater archae-
ologists i'm very interested in find-
ing a well-preserved example of an 
ancient multi-decked warship from 
the hellenistic age," said buxton. 
"these ships were incredible pieces 
of technology, but we don't know 
much about their design because 
no hulls have been found. how-
ever, a combination of unusual 
environmental and historical fac-
tors leads us to believe we have a 
chance of finding the remains of 
one of these ships off the northern 
coast of Israel." ■ 
souRce: ARcheoLoGY neWs netWoRk
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Divers in plymouth, united kingdom, are 
probing a wreck site that is thought to 
date back to the 18th century. Discov-
ered in 1968 off the coast of Wembury, 
the Mewstone cannon site has cannons, 
anchors and olive oil jar fragments. 
 through the nautical Archaeology 
society's Adopt-A-Wreck scheme, the 
plymouth Diving centre, based at Queen 
Anne's battery, has adopted the site, 
which covers a large area of five to 18 
metres depth. strewn across the sea 
bed, the cannons are around two meters 
long. the olive jars, which are just frag-
ments now, originally measured over a 
meter each.
 After the initial discovery by visiting 
divers, a survey and findings report were 
completed, but not much else until 
last year, when the non-profit marine 
research organisation proMare got 
involved. in cooperation with plymouth 
university, promare did a geophysi-
cal survey as part of its shipwrecks and 
history in plymouth sound program 
(ships). Researchers mapped out accu-
rate locations for the cannons at the 
site before handing their findings over to 
plymouth Diving centre.
 "this project will test our divers' inves-
tigative skills, as the cannons are in the 
same area as a couple of other wrecks, " 
said Lisa McLernon, manager of the dive 
center, adding that already there were 
various theories being tossed about on 
how the wreckage came to be at the 
site. 
 "it could be a shipwreck destroyed in a 
storm in the 1700s, with the wood eaten 
away by marine organisms over time. it 
could be that the cannons were thrown 
overboard in bad weather in an attempt 
to save the ship," she said.
 All agree that it will be exciting to find 
out what really happened. in addition to 
the research, a diver trail with an easy-
to-follow map will also be created by the 
investigating team. ■ 
souRce: noRthcLiFFe MeDiA
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Discoverer of the titanic, Robert 
ballard, believes he's found evidence 
of the biblical flood. the former u.s. 
navy officer and professor of ocea-
nography at the university of Rhode 
island told Abc that his underwater 
archaeology team has been scanning 
the depths of the black sea off turkey 
seeking traces of ancient civilizations, 
which date back to the days of noah.
 While probing at around 400 feet, 
ballard's team found a shoreline that 
had carbon dating back to about 
5,000 bc. Researchers believe that this 
is the exact time period when a world-
wide flood took place. it is thought 

that rock beds can 
show visible shorelines 
as a result of a rapid 
disaster or cataclysm 
sweeping through an 
area.
 several pieces of 
ancient pottery were 
also found buried in 
these depths by the 
archaeology team, 
according to ballard, 
as well as other intrigu-
ing objects: 
 “We started finding structures that 
looked like they were man-made struc-

tures,” ballard said. “that’s where we 
are focusing our attention right now.”
 Although the archaeologist doesn't 

think he and his team will locate 
the ark of noah, he believes 
they can find evidence of a civi-
lization that existed during the 
time of noah as well as proof 
that the people were hit by a 
devastating flood. 
 “it’s foolish to think you will 
ever find a ship,” he said. “but 
can you find people who were 
living? can you find their villages 
that are underwater now? And 
the answer is yes.”
 one such discovery may 
be a sea vessel, he located, 
which also contained human 
remains. “that is a perfectly 
preserved ancient shipwreck in 
all its wood—looks like a lum-
ber yard,” ballard said. “but if 
you look closely, you will see 
the femur bone and actually a 
molar.” ■ souRce: chRistiAn neWs 
netWoRk

Ballard Finds Site of Biblical Flood

Le Lâcher de la 
colombe (the dove 

sent forth from the 
ark) engraving 

by Gustave Doré 
(1832–1883)
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Continue your education 
with NAUI Worldwide!

What will you do with 
your certiication?

To locate a NAUI Dive Center near you, visit 
www.naui.org or call 800-553-NAUI (6284).
Outside U.S. call 813-628-6284.

New features added to SSI app
Due to popular demand, the ssi 
app, everything Diving, is now 
available in ten languages includ-
ing english, German, Dutch, polish, 
hungarian, Russian, indonesian,  
chinese, Japanese and korean. 
 new contents in the updated 
app include a settings feature for 
switching between languages and 
units, a support request page, as 
well as a status page for dive pro-
fessionals.
 Aside from being free and easy 

to install, ssi says on its website that 
the app is intuitive and provides 
the diver everything he or she 
would need on dive trips including 
dive planning, buddy check list, 
equipment checklist, first aid and 
neuro assessment flow charts, hand 
signals, and ssi dive center and 
resort search functions.
 For more information, visit the 
App store and download every-
thing Diving by ssi Phone App. ■ssi

PADI partners in 
new film on diving 
for the disabled
Directed by kurt Miller and nar-
rated by Jean-Michel cousteau, 
the current, due out this sum-
mer, is a 40-minute documentary 
that follows six people of various 
backgrounds and disabilities, as 
they face the many obstacles of 
regaining mobility with the aid 
of water sports. celebrities and 
athletes such as olympic gold 
medalist Missy Franklin, disabled 
surfer bethany hamilton of the 
movie soul surfer, u.s. paralympian 
Mallory Weggemann, ncAA wres-
tling champion Anthony Robles 
and other noble characters will be 
featured diving in this inspirational 

film.
 pADi is a major partner in the 
production of the movie, the sec-
ond film in the inspirational series 
created by the non-profit organiza-
tion Make A hero. the group assists 
individuals with disabilities over-
come obstacles and challenges, 
building confidence and experi-
encing freedom through participa-
tion in sports and recreation.
 the intent of the film series is to 
inspire viewers, build awareness 
and generate revenue, which 
Make A hero gives directly to 
adaptive organizations which sup-
port volunteers who work with indi-

viduals with disabilities. 
 With beautiful cinematography 
in the underwater realm of exotic 
locations such as the bahamas 
and Mexico, both abled and disa-
bled people will be filmed discov-
ering the wonders of the marine 
world whether it is swimming with 
dolphins and whales, freediving or 
learning how to scuba dive with 
Jean-Michel cousteau.
 
For more information about the 
film, go to Makeahero.org. You 
can also make a donation to the 
project at Kickstarter.com. ■
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http://www.makeahero.org/film-events/the-current/
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Kids Scuba Camp
Mabul & Sipadan Islands

Malaysia
this pAGe: 
children and 
parents partici-
pating in the kids 
scuba camp 
on Mabul and 
sipadan islands 
in Malaysia; on 
the borneo Divers 
Resort jetty for 
a check dive 
(below)

syed started the scuba organization for 
children, kids scuba Malaysia, because 
he saw that while there were many 
foreigners and their children enjoying and 
appreciating the awesome underwater 
realm of Malaysia, the majority of 
Malaysians and their children were not 
aware of the natural treasures in the seas 
that surrounded their own country. so, 
he started with his own young daughter, 
teaching her how to scuba dive, and 
continued on in sharing the experience 
of learning scuba with other Malaysian 
children. kids scuba Malaysia is now 
the largest group of its kind in the world, 
and syed has been called to consult 
fledgeling children’s scuba clubs all over 

the planet, assisting dive educators and 
parents with devising unique and well-
coordinated organizations and activities 
that benefit the children of their local 
communities.
 back in Malaysia, the children in the 
kids scuba camp, which recently took 
place in early December 2012 at borneo 
Divers Mabul Resort, were getting ready 
to enjoy an experience of a lifetime. 
twelve children and teens, with ages 
ranging from nine to 16, participated in 
the pADi seal team and Junior open 
Water courses. Their first encounters 
with the underwater world in open sea 
happened in their check out dive right off 
the jetty at borneo Divers Resort. 

 Assisting the children were a team of 
five dive professionals and instructors from 
kids scuba and borneo Divers. With only 
two students per instructor, the children 
received optimal attention and quality 
education, with a constant eye on their 
safety.
 Due to its success, there is a lot of 
local and international support for the 
kids scuba camp at Mabul/sipadan. 
sponsors include borneo Divers Mabul 
Resort, PADI Asia Pacific, Tourism 
Malaysia, sportDiving Magazine, DiveLog 
Australia and A & L Adventure & Leisure 
sdn. bhd. it is a testiment to the success 
and quality of the program.

Sipadan
After their check out dive at the jetty, the 
children, parents and instructors boarded 
a speed boat and headed off across the 
sparkling, calm sea to sipadan island, 
known the world over for its incredible 
diving. passing 
breathtaking scenery 
on the 30-minute 
boat ride to the dive 
site, the children were 
met by turquoise 
blue waters promising 
great things to come. 
On first impression, 
there was a sense of 
peace and tranquility 
at sipadan’s jetty 
built by sabah parks 
Authority. this is 
where the children 
and their parents 
would experience 
the beauty of a 
balanced ecosystem 
in a natural marine 
environment.

 one of the children saw a lone 4-foot 
barracuda hanging out in the shallow 
waters under the jetty. then, all the eager 
children peered at the huge resident 
fish at the shore line. It was an amazing 
moment for these children to come face 

text edited by Gunild symes. photos courtesy of syed Abd Rahman

Every year, a group of children have the unique opportunity to 
experience scuba diving at what is arguably one of the best diving 
locations on Earth—the islands off the eastern coast of Borneo, 
Malaysia. Here, under the experienced guidance of Syed Abd 
Rahman—PADI instructor, Master Scuba Diver Trainer, founder and 
educator of Kids Scuba Malaysia—Malaysian children get up close 
and personal with the marine ecosystems in their own backyard, 
world-renown for their beauty and abundant biological diversity.
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to face with a real barracuda! After that 
awesome experience, the kids went 
straight to the beach to enjoy the clear 
blue waters of the island. 
 syed said, “sipadan island boasts a 
tremendous diversity of marine life living 
harmoniously together, like the symbiosis 
of the clownfish in the coral colony. 
it reminds me how we human beings 
should appreciate life in our modern 
civilization and should practice harmony 
in our everyday lives.” 
 Diving Sipadan Island was a first for 
the pADi seal team kids and kids scuba 
camp participants. here, they could 
observe and appreciate healthy marine 
life, from clown fish, jacks and sharks to 
the great barracuda. the children had to 
master patience in their approach and 
good buoyancy in order to enjoy the 
marine life. 
 “this is a unique experience,” said 
syed, “especially for the new kids 
scuba divers... to really understand and 

appreciate how the marine life lives in 
the water. they’ll slowly descend from the 
shore to depths of 3-5m to view the lively 
and beautiful corals in the protected 
sabah parks, to which they’ve never 
dreamt of getting this close before, and 
get to scuba dive along with schools 
of fish. As they turn around, the kids 
get to catch a glimpse of black tip 
sharks swimming by.” syed added, “this 
time, as we dived and passed through 
the schools of jacks numbering in the 
thousands, we later noticed a huge 
school of barracuda’s circling near to us 
in the shallow waters.”
 syed said that each healthy barracuda 
measured as long as three to four 
feet in length and swam by the camp 
participants, following their leader, in 
a circular path. excited to be so close 
to sea creatures, the children and their 
instructors swam slowly over to a group 
of clownfish hiding among the anemone. 
The children observed the clownfish 

being buffetted around 
by the sea current. soon, 
there also appeared 
a group of parrotfish 
feeding on the coral, 
which is their main source 
of food.
 the kids scuba camp 
participants managed 
to do two dives in one 
day, in the vicinity of 
the sipadan island, to a 

maximum 
depth of 5m. 
the children 
dived, 
played 
on the 
beach, and 
squeezed in a quick lunch before going 
on their second dive. During the surface 
interval time on sipadan island, there was 
also a special graduation ceremony held 
for three boys (aged 10, 9 and 9) in the 
group who were being upgraded to pADi 
“Master” seal team Members by their 
instructor, with their proud parents looking 
on. After all the fun and adventure, it was 
time to go back to Mabul island. it was 
late afternoon, and everybody was too 
exhausted to do anything but “sack out 
on the boat”, said syed.

What parents say
positive comments on the event were 
offered by the parents. “the service and 

professionalism is up there with the best 
dive trips organized by the borneo Divers 
team, and undoubtedly, it was the most 
well-planned trip by the organizer of the 
kids scuba team,” said Dr khamsiah 
Muda, Lead Maternity specialist at one 
of kuala Lumpur's large private hospitals, 
who accompanied her three sons (aged 
9, 9 and 10) on the trip. 
 Another parent, Mr khoo, said, “My 
two sons truly enjoyed themselves at the 
camp. It was their first experience diving 

in open water, and syed 
and his kids scuba team 
ensured that they were well 
taken care of. the camp 
not only taught them diving 
skills but also taught them 
about underwater marine 
conservation, and more 
importantly, strengthened 
the bond between a father 
and his sons. they also made 
new friends and can’t wait 
for the next camp. As [one of 
my sons] exclaimed, ‘Daddy, 
i feel like i am in a huge 
aquarium!’ thank you, kids 
scuba.”

Non-divers
have a non-diver in the family? Fear not, 
as non-divers are not forgotten on the 
islands. snorkeling, swimming in the pool 
or just lazing around will keep everyone 
occupied, said syed. the islands of Mabul 
and sipadan are family-friendly, good 
destinations for families who just want to 
get away from the hectic city life for a 
few days. however, there is a limit as to 
how many people can dive and snorkel 
while visiting the islands, a conservation 
action put in place for the protection of 
the fragile marine ecosystem. visitors will 
find that the positive results of putting less 
stress on the reef habitats are evident.
 As another fantastic sunset brought 
another perfect day of the kids scuba 
camp to a close, the serene setting of 
Mabul island, where camp participants 
stay, was difficult to say good-bye to. 
All too soon, it was time to return home, 
and both children and parents looked 
forward to next year when another great 
experience at one of the world’s best 
places to dive can be enjoyed. ■

For more information, contact syed Abd 
Rahman at kidsscuba@yahoo.com or visit 
www.kidsscuba.com

parent Dr khamsiah Muda and son  
underwater during kids scuba camp

LeFt to RiGht: three of the 12 children and teens participating in the kids scuba 
camp graduated to pADi Master seal team in a ceremony conducted during 
the surface interval on sipadan island. kids scuba founder and educator, syed 
Abd Rahman (in front row right), hands a certificate to one of the graduates Kids Scuba

participants of kids scuba camp 2012 celebrate

mailto:kidsscuba@yahoo.com
http://www.kidsscuba.com
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tired of paying extra fees for 
luggage? try wearing your 
luggage with a Jaktogo. 
not the most stylish or 
flattering garb to wear, 
they will save you cash, 
maybe even lots of cash 
in baggage fees. And 
if you don’t mind a few 
odd glances from pas-
sersby at the airport, then 
you could become a 
savvy traveller saving thou-
sands of dollars, according 
to designers of the line.
 the wearable luggage was 
created by irish engineer 
John power of Antwerp, bel-
gium, who invented these 
unique garments  in order 
to get around the exorbitant 
baggage fees that airlines 
charge today.  since he travelled 
twice a week on budget air-
lines, he was more than familiar 
with the way airlines strictly en-
forced luggage weight limits and 
charged extra for checked bags.
 by taking more on board, one 
can check less. the Jaktogo 
transforms from a bag into a 
coat or a dress or a poncho 
with lots of pockets in which to 
put things to bring onto a flight. 
Made of a light, durable polyes-
ter, the coat can carry a total of 
15kg of luggage in its 14 pock-
ets of various sizes. the garment 

folds up and can be carried as a 
shoulder bag after boarding.
 Most carriers permit passengers 
to take one piece of hand lug-
gage on board at no charge, 
as well as a jacket or coat. the 
Jaktogo allows travellers to get 
around the baggage charges 
altogether.
 “i do get some funny looks at 
the airport, but i usually sell about 
ten after every trip,” said power. 
You can order the Jaktogo 
online at: Jaktogo.com ■
souRce: DAiLY MAiL

Wear your luggage

JAktoGo.coM

Semi-submersible being built in Fiji
in nadi, Fiji, a unique underwater 
vessel is being constructed. A first 
for Fiji, the 18-meter-long semi-
submersible is bigger and more 
comfortable than anything of the 
like built to date, according to Rob 
Moigg, owner and director of south 
sea sub. capable of sailing under-
water, the semi-submersible will give 
tourists a whole new underwater 
experience touring the lush and 
diverse coral reefs off the coasts of 
Fiji.
 “no one has ever really done this 
on this scale before. it’s exciting for 

Fiji. it’s the first of its kind in the world 
as well. it’s a great place and Fiji 
tourism has exploded over the last 
few years ... we see it going a lot 
further, and we want to be here for 
that ... this one is not just about tour-
ism, it’s about experience—bringing 
something that no one has seen 
before,” said Moigg to Fbc news.
 With an expected inaugural sail 
on 1 March 2013, the sub is being 
built at Marine power and services, 
copra boats shipyard, Wailoaloa, 
with material shipped in from the 
United States. ■ souRce: Fbc neWs

As passengers swipe their board-
ing passes at the gate to their next 
flight, a new machine devised by the 
Japanese firm hitachi may soon scan 
them for bomb explosives.
 A world’s first, the bomb detect-
ing departure gate emits a puff of 
air on each passenger’s hand as 
they swipe their ticket. then the air is 
sucked back into the device with any 
small particles from the passenger’s 
hand. the machine is then able to 
detect explosive particles with which 

the passenger has recently been in 
contact—within two seconds. While 
impressive, it only works for non-met-
al-based bombs.
 “this allows screening of all passen-
gers and can make air travel safer,” 
said Minoru sakairi to news Limited in 
Australia.
 Further testing will see if the device 
will be employed along with current 
safety measures already in place. ■
souRce: GADLinG

New bomb-sniffing departure gate in Japan 

http://www.mikeball.com
http://www.ivmag.org/ivdigital
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travel news

Bundling is the new black
After years of cost-cutting by air-
lines, travellers have gotten used to 
the idea that when they go on an 
airplane, they will get a seat and 
not much more. Forget the meal, 
forget the drink, forget the second 
piece of luggage. And on some 
carriers, forget even a slug of cof-
fee in a styrofoam cup.
 however, a quiet movement has 
begun, initiated by airlines such 
as Delta and American. it’s called 
bundled options. these airlines are 
testing out the idea that people will 
pay more for a few extra services. 
 As it happens, these bundles 
come in tiers. 

Atlanta-based Delta Airlines has 
two. their Lift package at us$34 
provides priority boarding and 
1,000 extra frequent flier miles. then 
there’s their Ascend package at 
$19, which includes priority board-
ing and a 24-hour Wi-Fi pass.
 American Airlines has three tiers: 
choice, choice essential and 
choice plus. the regular ticket 
constitutes the choice option. At 
$68, choice essential includes one 
checked bag (round-trip)—which is 
valued at $50—and there’s no pen-
alty fee for changing your ticket. At 
$88, choice plus adds to this prior-
ity boarding, stand-by privileges, 
extra frequent flier miles and an 
alcoholic drink, which you will most 
likely need after paying for all these 
extra services.
 the airline executives say these 
bundles are akin to options one 
gets when buying a new car. they 
want to permit customers to “con-
trol not just their transportation, 
but their experience”, said Delta 
executive vice president Glen 
hauenstein to pioneer press. but he 
conceded that they are just start-
ing to look into what other prod-
ucts the airline can sell in bundled 
options.
 While these bundled options 
might save you a few bucks over 
buying them à la carte, there are 
some limitations. these bundled 
options are only available through 
the airlines’ websites, in selected 
airports, and only on planes that 
have Wi-Fi.

Target audience
Who would buy bundled options 
you ask? Why the business travel-
lers with no elite status, that’s who, 
according to chris McGinnis, editor 
of traveller newsletter the ticket. 
“they’re very willing to pay for 
Wi-Fi, and if by doing so in a pack-
age helps get a little discount off 
the price, then yeah, i think they 
would probably do that,” McGinnis 
said.
 For divers and underwater pho-
tographers, priority boarding may 
indeed be important since these 
folks probably need to grab the 
space in overhead bins for sensi-
tive equipment. According to 
henry harteveldt, co-founder of 
Atmosphere Research Group, bin 
space is also a priority for a variety 
of business travellers.

Nickel-and-diming it
sounds like “nickel-and-diming” 
to you? Maybe. but others in the 
airline industry see it as a new type 
of product with services not yet 
included in current airline fares. in 
fact, more and more airlines are 
switching to this relatively positive-
sounding ‘bundled options’ to get 
away from the negative percep-
tions of ‘additional fees’. 
 in actuality, isn’t it really air travel 
just going back to the good old 
days when coffee was included in 
the fare? ■
souRces: pioneeR pRess,  
DetRoit FRee pRess

Quinn DoMbRoWski / cReAtive coMMons

http://www.boatshowdubai.com/DMEX
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