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 the dive industry is not feel-
ing so hot these days – and 
I am not referring to the ar-
rival of winter in the northern 
hemisphere. since the onset 
of the global recession, many 
big and small businesses have 
been haemorrhaging as 
customers have held back on 
their expenditure.

 sure, we can blame the 
crisis for our current woes all 
we want, but let’s not kid 
ourselves. the inconvenient 
truth is that we have to own 
up to the fact that the dive 
industry wasn’t doing all that 
well in the years prior to the 
recession, when the rest of the 
world was enjoying a good 
stretch of economic growth.

 Yes, it can be argued that 
it was also a matter of diving 
going in and out of fashion 
with the general public, but 
I really don’t buy that idea 
either. humankind has always 
been drawn to playing in and 
around water. Going to the 
beaches is an international 
past time. Most resorts and hol-
iday destinations are on some 
kind of coastline, and tourism 
has generally—save for a few 
bumps in the road— just been 
increasing. Underwater movies 
and documentaries of all sorts 
are constantly being aired on 
the Discovery channel, na-
tional Geographic and all the 
countless look-a-likes.

 It doesn’t take a degree in 
economic science to see that 
the dive industry has gotten 

old and out of touch. just go 
to any dive show in the west-
ern world and look around 
at all that grey hair. With Asia 
being a notable and pleas-
ant exception to the rule, both 
attendees and exhibitors are 
now overwhelmingly middle-
aged and beyond.  

 the dive industry has lost 
touch with the youth and 
become disconnected from 
the dreams that ultimately 
drive the whole thing. Why do 
we dive? It is not a nutritional 
requirement.

-— because we dream... be-
cause we got inspired.

 Ask around our soon-to-retire 
fellow divers and dive industry 
members what inspired them 
to take up diving. the vast 
majority will reply that it was 
jacques-Yves cousteau, or 
watching Sea Hunt, when they 
were kids. cousteau certainly 
did it for me. 
 only a few days ago, I lis-
tened to a live webcast with 
Dr Robert ballard who took 
questions from a lot of school 
children. one little girl asked 
him what first inspired him to 
go explore the oceans. he 
said it was reading A thou-
sand Leagues under the sea 
by jules verne.

 Watching the ballard we-
bcast and the kids on the 
show so totally engulfed in the 
experience, watching children 
become so enthralled with 
play-pools in the public aquar-

iums I’ve visited, and going to 
the Asian dive expos, which 
are full of young ones having 
a ball, fills me with both hope 
and joy. 

 this is the future audience 
and customer base that the 
dive industry so desperately 
needs. so, what will it take for 
the captains of the dive indus-
try to open their eyes, em-
brace this golden opportunity, 
and start rebuilding for the fu-
ture? these kids may not have 
any buying power themselves 
today, but they already bring 
their families and friends to 
dive shows. eight- to 12-year-
olds today will be teenagers 
tomorrow with ever-increasing 
skills of persuasion to get their 
parents’ to spend money on 
diving, in as little as four to six 
years, and have  their own 
money to spend in seven to 
ten years. We need to reach 
out to them.

 I watch with envy how the 
global “so, you think you can 
Dance?” reality show have 
created a surge in interest 
among young people for 
dance disciplines that were 
otherwise withering.  the par-
ticipants are not public profiles 
in the cousteau way of mat-
ters, yet they are role models 
leading the way for others 
and making it fashionable 
again to dance.   

I think some “So you think you 
can dive?” would be great.  

    Ideas anyone?
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Editorial
So you think you 
can dive?

Datamask
 HeaDs up.  HanDs free.

 An advance so groundbreaking, you’ll have to see it to believe it. Experience the future  
 of diving on our web site or stop by your local Authorized Oceanic Dealer.

www.OceanicWorldwide.com

http://www.oceanicworldwide.com/safety_notices_atom20.html
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oceanatomy designs  
casual, comfortable & stylish  
apparel, gifts and footwear  
for divers. high quality Keds  

champion sneakers Lace-ups & slip-ons  
with rubber soles. Great for travel, live- 

aboards in town, and on the beach.  
organic t’s and Kids sizes, too! bulk dis- 
counts and international shipping. Lots 
 of other marine life designs on shoes,  

t-shirts, sea Mugs, cards and gifts. sport  
your spots and stripes. Find them at:

Regarding news from nAUI in X-RAY 
MAG: this issue of X-RAY MAG and 
others may include news and press 
releases from nAUI in sections des-
ignated by the nAUI logo. While the 
page design is done by X-RAY MAG 
as an integrated part of the maga-
zine, these news stories are brought to 
you by nAUI at nAUI’s discretion.  

X-RAY MAG is dis-
tributed seven times 
per year on the 
Internet. © 2004-
2009 X-RAY MAG.  
All rights reserved.  
Material in this pub-
lication may not be 
reproduced, modi-
fied or transferred 
electronically in any 
form without written 
permission from the 
copyright owner. 

views and informa-
tion expressed in 
articles are those 
of the individual 
author and are 
not necessarily 
representative of 
views held by X-RAY 
MAG or its affiliates. 

Unsolicited manu-
scripts, photographs 
and illustrations may 
be emailed to:  
gsymes@xray-mag.
com 
 
X-RAY MAG 
accepts no respon-
sibility for unsolicited 
materials sent to its 
office, nor is it liable 
for loss or damage 
to such materials.  

X-RAY MAG 
observes a strict 
privacy policy. no 
personal or private 
information will be 
shared with a third 
party without the 
written permission of 
the owner.

X-RAY MAG is 
a member of 
Diving equipment 
& Marketing 
Association:  
Dema.org

X-RAY MAG is a 
founding member 
of the Underwater 
network Underwater 
Network.com
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www.zazzle.com/oceanatomy

The Spotted Boxfish

Find the vibrant spots and stripes of 
the colorful boxfish on hearts from the 
deep that will warm any sea- lov-
er’s heart. catch them on a 
fun brooch to pin on a bag 
or hat or scarf; on cool Keds 
shoes for kids; and on black 
and white t’s for the whole 
family! they make great 
gifts for the holidays!

Share your love of the sea

brooch Kids Keds 
Lace-ups

black and white t-shirts for 
women, men, kids and babies

http://www.zazzle.com/blue_spotted_boxfish_shoes-167536524997281035
http://www.zazzle.com/oceanatomy
http://www.naui.org
mailto:gsymes@xray-mag.com
mailto:gsymes@xray-mag.com
mailto:gsymes@xray-mag.com
http://www.dema.org
http://www.UnderwaterNetwork.com
http://www.UnderwaterNetwork.com
http://www.zazzle.com/oceanatomy
http://www.zazzle.com/blue_spotted_boxfish_heart_tshirt-235668788672492848
http://www.zazzle.com/blue_spotted_boxfish_heart_photosculpture-153099207022137407
http://www.zazzle.com/blue_spotted_boxfish_heart_tshirt-235666999907252061
http://www.ursuk.com
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news edited  
by peter symes 
& catherine G s Lim NEWS

from the abyss

Numerous New Species 
Discovered in Deep Oceans

since 2000, these 
scientists, forgoing 
personal comfort in 
the name of science, 
have either squeezed 

into deep-diving 
sub- mersibles or ventured 
on board research ships amidst storm-
racked seas to control automated drones 
beneath the water’s surface. 
 
Sci-fi movie creatures
so far, as many as 17,650 species have 
been found living in the deep oceans. to 
ensure a systematic survey, the census had 
been divided into five separate zones: the 
continental margins; the mid-Atlantic ridge; 
the abyssal plains; seamounts, lone under-
water mountains and volcanoes; as well as 
the communities of hydrothermal vents and 

cold seeps. the places that escaped this 
close scrutiny were the ocean trenches.
“the abyssal fauna is so rich in species 
diversity and so poorly described that 
collecting a known species is an anom-
aly,” said Dr David billett of the national 
oceanography centre, southampton. 
 “Describing for the first time all the differ-
ent species in any coffee cup-sized sample 
of deep-sea sediment is a daunting chal-
lenge,” he added.
 some of these creatures easily rival what 
sci-fi movie producers can conjure up. 
take, for example, the finned octopod or 
cirrate, a primitive octopus-like creature 
that swims by flapping two large ear-like fins 
(thereby earning itself the name Dumbo, 
ala Walt Disney’s flying elephant character. 
one specimen weighed in at six kilograms 
(13.23 pounds) and measured nearly two 

They were taking part in the 
Census of Marine Life, a first glo-
bal scientific initiative to assess 
and explain the diversity, dis-
tribution and abundance of life 
in the oceans. Now on its home 
stretch (the ten-year survey will 
conclude in October 2010), the 
Census has so far revealed much 
fascinating information about the 
animals beneath the ocean sur-
face. Thanks to the efforts of 
344 scientists from 34 coun-
tries, we now know that there 
are indeed creatures living 
in the depths of the ocean 
below 200 metres, in total 
darkness, beyond the enrich-
ing rays of the sun.

At 2,750 meters in the 
northern Gulf of Mexico: 
an odd transparent sea 
cucumber, enypniastes, 
creeping forward on its 

many tentacles at about 
2 cm per minute while 
sweeping detritus-rich 

sediment into its mouth 
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metres long (2.19 yards). nine dif-
ferent species of this animal were 
found, with at least one being a 
previously unknown species. 
 the other animals found in the 
depths comprised an assortment 
of crabs, shrimp, jewel squid, hel-
met jellies, sea angels, tubeworms, 
etc. Indeed, this was an expedi-
tion in which discovering new spe-
cies seemed to be a part of the 
daily routine. During one cruise, 
as many as 680 species of fly-like 

copepod were found, and 
only seven of them could 
be positively identified. 
 the ‘yield’ at the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge proved to be 
plentiful: “because it pro-
vides an oasis of topograph-
ical relief in the centre of 
the ocean, we found a high 
concentration of animals on 
the Mid-Atlantic Ridge,” said 
odd Aksel bergstad of the 
University of bergen.
 Among them was a crea-
ture known as a neocyema, 
an elongated orange crea-
ture living at about 2 to 2.5 
kilometres deep. It was the 
fifth specimen ever caught, 
and the first to be found at 
the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.
 “new species aren’t news 
for deep-ocean scientists, 
they’re a problem,” said Dr 
Robert carney of Louisiana 
state University. “the fig-
ure of 17,000 species is just 
what’s made the logbooks, 
it’s what we can deal with. 
If you want the real figure, 

you can multiply that by a hun-
dred or a thousand.” 
 
Finding Food in the Abyss
Without the life-giving rays of the 
sun, how do these creatures of the 
deep find food on a daily basis? 
sure, once in a while, a carcass 
of a deceased whale will crash 
down to the seabed, much to 
the delight of those bone-eating 
worms called osedax. but this is 
a rare occurrence, so the crea-

tures of the deep have adapted 
dietary requirements more in tune 
with their living environment. 
 “In the bathy- and mesopelagic 
zones—the largest 3D deep-sea 
living space—animals either have 
to cope somehow with food scar-
city or migrate long distances 
up to find food,” says MAR-eco 
project leader odd Aksel bergstad 
of University of bergen.
While some species rely on the fall-
ing animal remains from above, 
others have adapted to diets of 
bacteria that break down oil, sul-
fur and methane. the deep-sea 
hydrothermal vents make use of 
microbial life to help them feed 
from the chemicals in the hot 
water. 
Yet another creature with 
unusual feeding habits is the 
Lamellibrachia, a tubeworm found 
in the Gulf of Mexico that literally 
prospects for oil by using a long 
fragile tube to probe downwards 
from the seabed. 
 
Safeguarding the  
Future of Our Oceans
by the time the census concludes 
next october, more than 210 expe-
ditions would have been made. 
even now, scientists can identify 
patterns of the abundance, distribu-
tion and diversity of deep-sea life 
worldwide.
 Apart from the new knowledge 
gained, the census will be used to 
guide efforts to safeguard deep-sea 
marine life. 
 “Many species live there. 
however, the abyss has long been 

viewed as a desert. Worse, it was 
viewed as a wasteland where few 
to no environmental impacts could 
be of any concern. Mine it, drill it, 
dispose into it, or fish it—what could 
possibly be impacted? And, if there 
is an impact, the abyss is vast and 
best yet, hidden from sight,” said Dr 
Robert s carney of Louisiana state 
University. 
 thus, it is hoped that the census’ 
findings will discourage bottom-
trawling and dumping. Also target-
ed is the offshore oil and gas indus-
try that continues to drill in deeper 
waters, and there are even plans 
to mine the mineral deposits on the 
seafloor. 
 Added Dr carney: “Ignorance 
is our main enemy. before anyone 
starts to consider the deep ocean 
as a wasteland, we need to know 
what’s there.” ■

news

‘new’ Dumbo (Grimpoteuthis sp.)
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news Meet the bone eating 
zombie worms
Strange Worms Discovered Eating Dead Whales

Female of an as 
yet un-named 
boneworm in the 
genus osedax, 
which has been 
carefully removed 
from the whale 
bone in which it 
was growing

It sounds like a classic horror story—eyeless, mouthless worms 
lurk in the dark, settling onto dead animals and sending out 
green “roots” to devour their bones. In fact, such worms do 
exist in the deep sea. 

they were first discovered in 2002 
by researchers at the Monterey bay 
Aquarium Research Institute (MbARI), 
who were using a robot submarine to 
explore Monterey canyon. but that 
wasn’t the end of the story. After “plant-
ing” several dead whales on the seafloor, 
a team of biologists recently announced 

that as many as 15 different species of 
boneworms may live in Monterey bay 
alone. 
 After years of study, the research-
ers have begun to piece together the 
bizarre story of the boneworms, all of 
which are in the genus osedax. the 
worms start out as microscopic larvae, 

drifting through 
the darkness of 
the deep sea. At 
some point, they 
encounter a large 
dead animal on 
the seafloor. It 
may be a whale, 
an elephant seal, 
or even the car-
cass of a cow that 
washed out to sea 
during a storm.
Following chemi-
cal cues, the tiny 
larvae settle down 
onto the bones of 
the dead animal. 

 once settled, the boneworms grow 
quickly. one end of each worm devel-
ops feathery palps, which extract oxy-
gen from seawater. the other end of the 
worm develops root-like appendages 
that grow down into the bone. bacteria 
within these roots are believed to digest 
proteins and perhaps lipids within the 
bones, providing nutrition for the worms. 
 soon the worms become sexu-
ally mature. strangely enough, they all 
become females. Additional microscopic 
larvae continue to settle in the area. 
some of these larvae land on the palps 
of the female worms. these develop into 
male worms. but they never grow large 
enough to be seen by the naked eye. 
 somehow these microscopic male 
worms find their way into the tube that 
surrounds the female’s body. Dozens 
of them share this space, not eating at 
all, but releasing sperm that fertilize the 
female’s eggs. eventually the female 
worm sends thousands of fertilized eggs 

skull of a dead whale on the seafloor—the preferred habitat for boneworms. 
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All images courtesy of Monterey bay Aquarium Research Institute (MbARI)
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out into the surrounding water, 
and the cycle begins again. 

Different species
between 2004 and 2008, Dr 
Robert vrijenhoek, an evolution-
ary biologist at MbARI, and his 
team towed five dead whales 
off the Monterey bay beaches 
and sank them at different 
depths within Monterey canyon. 
every few months, the research-
ers would send one of MbARI’s 
remotely operated vehicles 
(Rovs) down to study the worms 
and other animals that had 
colonized the whale carcasses. 

Most female boneworms have long, graceful “palps” that wave in the ocean currents

to their surprise, the different 
whale carcasses yielded differ-
ent types of boneworms. 

45 million years old 
one whale carcass hosted 
three or four different types of 
worms. After examining all of the 
worms, co-author Greg Rouse 
concluded that most of them 
were entirely new to science. the 
researchers also discovered that 
the worms would colonize cow-
bones placed on the seafloor, 
which showed that the worms 
were not limited to feeding on 
dead whales. 
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Genetics
extensive DnA analyses suggests 
that these worms could belong 
to as many as 17 different spe-
cies, most of which have yet to 
be named. none of the worms 
appear to interbreed, despite 
the fact that some of them grow 
side by side. Using one possible 
estimate of mutation rates, the 
researchers hypothesized that this 
group could have evolved about 
45 million years ago—about the 
time the first large open-
ocean whales show 
up in the fossil record. 
■

http://www.xray-mag.com/content/boneworms-dead-whales
http://www.girldiver.com
http://underwaterfestival.com.au
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news

Deep-Sea Ecosystems 
Affected By Climate Change
Communities on the 
abyssal seafloor are 
affected in a variety of 
ways by climate change.

the vast expanses of the 
abyssal plains occupy about 
60 percent of the earth’s sur-
face. historically, many people, 
including marine scientists, have 
considered the abyssal plains, 
more than 2,000 meters below 
the sea surface, to be relatively 
isolated and stable ecosys-

tems. however, 

according to researchers 
at Monterey bay Aquarium 
Research Institute (MbARI), cli-
mate change can also cause 
unexpectedly large changes in 
deep-sea ecosystems over short 
time scales of weeks to months, 
as well as over longer periods of 
years to decades.
 very little food is available 
in the cold, dark environment 
of the deep sea. What food 
there is takes the form of bits 
of organic debris drifting down 
from the sunlit 

surface 

waters, thousands of meters 
above. During its long descent, 
this organic matter may be 
eaten, excreted, and decom-
posed, drastically reducing its 
nutritive value. It is estimated 
that less than five percent of 
the organic matter produced at 
the surface reaches the abyssal 
plains.
 Long term studies have 
shown that the amount of food 
reaching the deep sea varies 
dramatically over time. such 
variations in food supply have 
several causes. on a seasonal 
basis, algal blooms near the sea 
surface send pulses of organic 
material to the deep seafloor. 

other fac- tors may 
also come into play, 
including how much of the 
algae is eaten by marine 
animals, and how the mate-
rial is moved by ocean cur-
rents.
 the scientists point out that 
global climate change could 
affect the food supply to the 
deep sea in many ways. some 
relevant ocean processes that 
may be affected by climate 
change include wind-driven 
upwelling, the depth of mixing 
of the surface waters, and the 
delivery of nutrients to surface 
waters via dust storms. 
 climate-driven changes in 

these processes are likely to 
lead to altered year-to-year var-
iation in the amount of organic 
material reaching the seafloor.
 based on their observations, 
the authors conclude that long-
term climate change is likely to 
influence both deep-sea com-
munities and the chemistry of 
their environment. According to 
Ken smith, a marine ecologist 
with MbARI, “essentially, deep-
sea communities are coupled 
to surface production. Global 
change could alter the func-
tioning of these ecosystems 
and the way carbon is cycled 
in the ocean.” ■

Shellfish hard hit too

As one example of ongoing changes in 
deep-sea ecosystems, one of the most 

important groups of fish on the deep 
seafloor, the grenadiers, doubled 

in abundance between 1989 
and 2004 at a deepsea 

research station

Researchers at 
stony brook re-
search center in 
new York, found 

that hard clams, 
bay scallops and 
eastern oyster 
failed to mature 

and grow normally 
when exposed to levels 
of co2-induced acidity 
projected by the end 
of the century if co2 
emissions continue as 
projected.

  experiments showed 
when the larval stage 
of shellfish were in the 
more-acidic seawater, 
they were slower to 
grow shells, and some-
times failed to grow 
shells at all. the larva is 
a soft-bodied creature 
that emerges from the 
fertilized egg and be-
gins in less than a day 
to use seawater to form 
its shell. 
 Normally, shellfish 

take from two to three 
weeks to have enough 
shell formed in order to 
survive protected on 
the bottom. but with 
acidified seawater, that 
process stretched on to 
as long as five weeks, or 
sometimes never hap-
pened the researchers 
found.
 Going longer without 
a protective shell ex-
poses larva to a greater 
risk of being eaten by 

fish and other preda-
tors, which would leave 
fewer mature shellfish to 
breed the next genera-
tion.
 the stony brook 
study, published in the 
november issue of the 
journal Limnology and 
oceanography, sup-
ports growing findings 
by the national oce-
anic and Atmospheric 
Administration. ■

http://www.iahd.org
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DEMA light
this years’ installation of ’the greatest 
scuba show on the planet’ was markedly 
slimmed down. It appeared to be 30, per-
haps even 40% down from last year, but 
perhaps that wasn’t all bad since the con-
sensus at the end of show, which ended 
on a upbeat note, seemed to be that 
quality had replaced quantity, and that 
it was the excess weight that was shed 
—the tyre-kickers and time-wasters along 
with empty calories consisting of already 
barely viable businesses.

 but don’t get me wrong—even this 
slimmed down edition was still a huge 
show, which cannot be completely cov-
ered by anyone in those four days the 
show lasts. the ambience was sombre 
and reflective, but focused and san-
guine. 
 the global recession, which has been 
slowly abating, has visibly taken its toll on 
the already winged dive industry. several 
major brands, which in the expo’s hey-
day in the mid 1990 would try and out 

compete each other with the biggest 
and flashiest booths, were now either just 
attending, not exhibiting or had down-
sized their displays significantly. 
 still, it is the place and the event where 
manufactures come from afar to present 
their wares and new inventions for the 
first time. And it is the event that still 
boasts an impressive range of excellent 
presentations. the new diving and photo 
equipment presented will be highlighted 
elsewhere in the magazine.

Showdown at DEMA  
— Member update
this was rather entertaining. A substantial 
list comprising of several hundred dive 
industry professionals had signed a peti-
tion calling for a new election, stating 
that the current DeMA board has lost the 
confidence of its membership. According 

to the petitioners, recent decisions were 
made by DeMA’s board of directors con-
trary to the stated wishes of the mem-
bership. the petition can be read in its 
entirety and still signed by visiting www.
UnifiedDiveIndustry.com.  
 the seminar room in which the meet-
ing was held was filled to capacity and 

text peter symes with 
additional reporting 
by Roz Lunn. photos 
by scott bennett and 
peter symes

X-RAY MAG’s scott bennett (center) with Rod Roddenberry (left) and Greg Martin from the 
Roddenberry Dive team
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then some. starting at 8:30 AM, tom 
Ingram, executive director of DeMA, 
presented a report to the membership 
on the activities undertaken and market-
ing tools available to members. As usual, 
these tools were only pertinent to the 
dive industry within the United states and 
pretty much useless to us residing in other 
parts of the world.   
 When the issue of the petition came 
up, first bob hollis, president of oceanic 
and co-signatory, spoke about the need 
for a panel that could include outside 
input on how to attract and retain divers. he further 
recommended that DeMA board members were 
open to the membership except for personal matters. 
the next speaker, was susan Long, president of DUI, 
who read out the petition to the packed audience 
underlining that more members had signed the peti-
tion than voting on these issues previously.  
 At this juncture, the meeting seemed to drift 
towards a showdown between the sitting board and 
the petitioners until brian carney, president of sDI/

tDI, stood up and pointed out that 
there were no sides, and the peti-
tion was caused because people 
do care about our industry and 
want to see it not just survive but 
thrive. carney also emphasized 
that the existing system where the 
number of votes could be bought 
left many members feeling under-
represented and disengaged.   
 then, a rather awkward moment 
ensued when tom Ingram an-
nounced that after an ear-
lier meeting with joe stella of 
scubapro, stella had requested 
his name be removed from the 
petition, asking hollis whether he 
wanted to be removed from the 
petition too, which he didn’t. this 
prompted chris Richardson of edge 
Gear to address Ingram, stating 
that this failed attempt to have 
oceanic moved from the petition 
was a good example of how the 

DeMA brass is out of touch with its base, pointing 
out that several hundred industry members had 
signed the petition wanting change. 
 by the close of the meeting, the president 
of the DeMA board of directors, Al hornsby, 
announced that he would step down as presi-
dent and be succeeded by jim byrem. the 
board of directors announced that there will be 
a special election to fill the vacant seat on the 
board. 

 the petition outlining proposed amend-
ments to the association’s by-laws was 
signed by the requisite number of members 
to be considered a formal request for by-law 
amendment. the current by-laws outline a 
process for consideration of by-law amend-
ments. that process is now in motion.

FAR LeFt: the con-
ference room was 
packed to capacity

top RIGht: bob hollis
at the rostrum with 
DeMA’s executive 
director tom Ingram on 
the left 

centeR: tom Imgram 
giving his presentation 

LoWeR RIGht: chris 
Richardson of edge 
Gear adressing the 
DeMA board of 
Directors

http://www.scubazooimages.com
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DEMA 2009 NOGI Awards
this festive black tie event is one of our favour-
ite highlights. everybody is looking sharp and 
well groomed, the food is great, and the pres-
entations truly infotaining and captivating. 
presented by the Academy of Underwater 
Arts and sciences and sponsored by ball 
Watches, this year was the 50th Anniversary of 
the noGI Awards. 

this year’s Arts recipient was bonnie j. 
cardone. During her 22-year career with 
skin Diver Magazine, cardone wrote more 
than 900 articles and published thousands of 
photos. In addition, she wrote articles about 
women pioneers for the historical Diving 
society’s magazine and authored two books. 
shipwrecks of southern california and Fireside 
Diver. she was principal photographer for Diving 
and snorkelling in southern california and the 
channel Islands. currently, she is a freelance pho-
tographer/journalist and has been published in 

california Diving news, Diver Magazine, Alert Diver, 
sport Diver and several e-zines.

the science noGI was awarded to hannes 
Keller. he is a world renowned philosopher, 
mathematician and visionary whose work 
includes the development of decompression 
algorithms for use in dive computers. In 
1961, he set the deep diving record of 216 
metres (710 feet).

Walt “butch” hendrick jr was awarded the 
sports and education noGI. hendrik has devot-
ed his life to training diving, rescue, recovery 
and diver safety to thousands of fire, police, 
eMs, military and sport divers through his com-
pany, Lifeguard systems. Lifeguard systems 
now trains in south Africa, saudi Arabia, the 
caribbean and America.

the 2009 noGI Distinguished service recipient 
was Mike Gower. Gower started diving in 1959 
and was of the original founding members of 
the Underwater society of America. over a 
career of 46 years, Mike has dealt with legisla-
tion, environmental issues, ecology, aquatic 
sports, education and safety. Mike has made a 
second career promoting underwater activities 
and diving related issues, such as free diving 
records, spearfishing, and other aquatic sports. 
he is currently the representative to the U.s. 
olympic committee and cMAs International 
Fin swimming and Free Diving–spear Fishing 
Competition. ■

WeeK-enD At A GLAnce
Friday, February 19, 2010
In-Depth Workshops 8:00 – 5:00 
exhibition hall 5:00 – 9:00
Film Festival 8:30 pM – 10:00

Saturday, February 20, 2010
In-Depth Workshops 8:00 – 5:00 
exhibition hall 9:00 – 6:00
seminars 9:00 – 5:00
children’s program 10:00 - 4:00
Film Festival 7:00 – 9:00

Sunday, February 21, 2010
In-Depth Workshops 8:00 – 4:00
exhibition hall 9:00 – 4:00
seminars 10:00 – 2:00
children’s program 11:00 - 2:00

Early Bird Tickets available for 
the weekend for onLY $65.00 
children 9-12 $40.00
8 Years and Under FRee!
IncLUDes: 3-DAY Admission to 
exhibit Floor. Friday & saturday 
Film Festivals, saturday & sun-
day seminars, and 40th Anni-
versary t-shirt. order online at:

19-21 February 2010
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL
our World-Underwater is the oldest dive and travel show in north America. 
the show comes to chicago every February. the event is held just a few miles 
from o’hare Airport in Rosemont, Illinois. With hundreds of booths and thou-
sands of divers, it is an event you will not want to miss. the weekend is loaded 
with educational workshops, and the nights full of films. be sure to make it!

www.ourworldunderwater.com

Wyland, emory Krystof, stan Waterman and Guy harvey

the nite we all dress up.  Friends in this picture:  bob hollis 
(oceanic), pete ‘netDoc’ Murray (scubaboard), ‘Roz’ Lunn 
(Underwater Marketing) and jeffrey Gallant (Dive Almanac)

http://www.ourworldunderwater.com
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DIVESCAPES 2009 
Welcomes Divers in Calgary
text and photos by barb Roy

‘Dive Into Adventure’ was the 
theme for this year’s Divescapes, 
a consumer dive show held 
october 23-24 in calgary, 
Alberta, canada. the two-day 
event was sponsored by the 
Alberta Underwater council 
(AUc), a not-for-profit society in 
canada. several hundred par-
ticipants attended educational 
and travel seminars and enjoyed 
exhibits of dive retailers, charter 
and resort owners, travel organ-
izers and dive associations from 
Alberta, british columbia and 
ontario. the event was held at 
the executive Royal Inn, hotel and 
conference centre ne where 
many of the show organizers and 
speakers also stayed. 
 “the Divescapes scuba 
conference and exhibition 
started in edmonton in 1995,” 

Adventures, hollis Gear, oceanic, 
Underwater Kinetics canada, 
pinnacle Aquatics, ocean Quest, 
Divers choice charters, tahtsa 
Dive charters, Diver’s Dream 
charters, harbour publishing and 
Divi Flamingo in bonaire.  
   
Guest speakers
An assortment of guest speakers 
entertained attendees with john 
Mccuaig starting off the weekend 
with a talk on WWII shipwrecks 
off bell Island in newfoundland. 
speakers included jeffrey Gallant 
talking about Greenland sharks, 
barb Roy with a look at churchill’s 
polar bears and belugas, and 
howard Robins discussing the 
Annapolis project for howe 
sound. Marine naturalist and edu-
cator, Andy Lamb, talked about 
the ecology of a Kelp Forest while 
Ray Agterbos featured Warm 
tropical Dive Adventures. Mandy-
Rae cruickshank and Kirk Krack 
gave a riveting presentation 

comments cathie Mccuaig, 
executive Director for AUc. “the 
show was first held in edmonton 
in 1995, then switched between 
edmonton and calgary over the 
years with proven steady growth 
and excellent national and inter-
national speakers giving quality 
presentations over the years. In 
2009 we decided to have the 
show in calgary because we 
were able to book the executive 
Royal Inn and conference 
centre, although it was a smaller 
venue. our next Divescapes 
scuba conference and trade 
show are scheduled for the fall of 
2011 in edmonton and in calgary 
for 2013.”
 Donations of dive travel, 
equipment and marine related 
books were generously provided 
at this year’s show by Mamro 

about their part in uncovering 
the slaughtering of dolphins in 
japan through the award win-
ning film, the cove. 
 In closing, cave explorer and 
rebreather diver, jill 
heinerth gave the 
keynote presenta-
tion at saturday 
night’s dinner 
show—Ice Island, 
Antarctica. 

AUC 50 years
2010 will mark the 
50th year for AUc, 
who acts as a rep-
resenting body in 
Alberta for under-
water activities 
like scuba diving, 
snorkeling, under-
water hockey and 
free diving. they 
are also active in 
marine ecology, 
conservation, safe-
ty awareness and 
public education. 

2011
Watch for the next 
Divescapes to hap-
pen in 2011. ■

Alberta has around 30,000 certi-
fied divers in the province. 
For more information contact 
them at www.albertaunder-
watercouncil.com. 
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Training 
bulletin

edited by
peter symes

US Boy Scouts Release 
Scuba Diving Merit 
Badge

To meet the 
requirements 
for the Scuba 
Diving merit 
badge, one 
must do the fol-
lowing:

1. show that you 
know first aid for 
injuries or illnesses 
that could occur 
while scuba div-
ing, including 
hypothermia, 
hyperventila-
tion, squeezes, 
decompression 
illness, nitrogen 
narcosis, motion 
sickness, fatigue, 
overexertion, 
heat reactions, 
dehydration, 

injuries by aquat-
ic life, and cuts and scrapes.

2. Identify the conditions that must exist 
before performing cpR on a person, 
and explain how to recognize such 
conditions. Demonstrate the proper 
technique for performing cpR using 
a training device approved by your 
counselor. 

3. before completing requirements 3 
through 6, earn the swimming merit 
badge.

4. Discuss the scuba Diver’s code with 
your merit badge counselor, and 
explain the importance of each guide-
line to a scuba diver’s safety.

5. earn an open Water Diver certification 
from a scuba organization recognized 
by the boy scouts of America scuba 
policy.

6. explain what an ecosystem is, and 
describe four aquatic ecosystems a 
diver might experience.

7. Find out about three career opportuni-
ties in the scuba industry. pick one and 
find out the education, training, and 
experience required for this profession. 
Discuss this with your counselor, and 
explain why this profession might inter-
est you. ■

OnLine academics now available for 
SDI/TDI Divemasters
Divemaster candidates 
can complete the aca-
demic portion of their 
education for SDI and TDI 
Divemaster ratings online.  

the new Divemaster program has 
been completely rewritten and 

redesigned including a brand-new 
420-page student manual plus a 
31-chapter online program.

“this is one of the most ambitious 
new product launches in the 
company’s history,” sDI Group 
president brian carney  said. “the 
whole company including our 

network of facilities, instructors 
and dive leaders are really happy 
and excited to offer sDI and tDI 
Divemaster candidates the op-
tion of completing the study and 
final exam for their first professional 
level rating online. And we are 
looking forward to hearing feed-
back on all the new materials.” ■

http://www.mide.com.my
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wreck 
rap

Edited by
Mathias Carvalho

Canada’s freezing lake 
waters has yet to yield 
all its many secrets and 
seems to be doing so, 
as a team of archaeolo-
gists have discovered a 
well-preserved steamboat 
from the Klondike Gold 
Rush era at the bottom of 
the Lake Laberge in the 
yukon wilderness. 

the sternwheeler, A.j. Goddard, 
disappeared one stormy winter 
in october 1901. Its location had 
remained a mystery for more 
than a century.
 built in san Francisco and 

brought to Lake Laberge, the A.j. 
Goddard was a small iron stern 
wheel steamboat that operated 
as a passenger and freight boat 
across the lake and rivers on the 
route to Dawson city. Recent 
data showed that it was also 
used as a repair shop, forge and 
kitchen—a hot item for the needs 
of the Gold Rush frontiersmen.
 A joint expedition with the 
Institute of nautical Archaeology 
(InA), the Yukon transportation 
Museum, and the Yukon govern-
ment, ongoing since 2005 and 
led by InA Research Associate 
john pollack, located the wreck 
in a project designed to pinpoint 
and document all wrecks that 
marked the old river and lake 
routes used by gold-seeking 

“stampeders”, during the last 
great gold rush at the turn of the 
20th century. 
 Amid the already document-
ed wrecks of steamers off the 
Yukon’s rivers, most in broken 
condition, the discovery of the 
Goddard is the first find of a ves-
sel in relatively mint condition. 
 During a sonar survey back in 
2008, a positive contact with a 
wreck at the edge of the lake 
was made. team member, Doug 
Davidge, went down to the site 
before the winter ice set in and 
lowered an underwater camera. 
 When the images revealed the 
paddles of a steamboat’s stern 
wheel, Davidge just knew that 
the Goddard was right beneath 
him. It was necessary, however, 

to wait for the ice to thaw; 
something that would hold 
everyone back until summer 
when the team would return 
to dive the site and establish a 
positive identification.

Summer expedition
the summer expedition includ-
ed pollack and Davidge; as 
well as InA president and 
nautical archaeologist, james 
Delgado; texas A&M gradu-
ate student, Lindsey thomas; 

Yukon government representa-
tive, tim Dowd; and underwater 
photographer and dive master, 
Donnie Reid. the divers plunged 
in the Lake’s freezing waters, and 
Davidge was the first to locate 
the elusive steamer. 
 the wreck was a veritable 
underwater treasure trove, with 
personal items such as boots and 
jacket of a crewman lying on the 
deck along with the stove, scat-
tered dishes, an axe and several 
other tools. 
 When the ship was about to 
sink in that winter storm, the 
crew had the fire box of the 
boiler opened in an effort to gain 
power and reach the shore. the 
boiler door was found still open 
when the divers surveyed the 
site. everything was literally fro-
zen in time. having claimed the 
lives of three out of a five men 
crew, diving on A.j. Goddard felt 
like as if these events happened 
yesterday, and not in 1901, said 
Davidge.
 With the support of the 
national Geographic society-
Waitt Grants program, as well as 
several private and government 
institutions, this gold nugget of 
canada’s shipwreck history has 
at last been revealed. ■

Well-preserved sternwheel 
paddle steamer found in 
Yukon lake
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the steam-powered sternwheeler A.j. Goddard ferry-
ing men, supplies and firewood for the Klondike gold 
fields along the Yukon River in 1898. It was built in 
san Francisco, shipped to Alaska, disassembled and 
hauled over mountain and reassembled
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A view 

through the 
rails at the 

bow of A.j. 
Goddard 
shows the 

windlass used 
to raise and 

lower the 
steamer’s 

anchors

Watch the 
video

http://www.xray-mag.com/en/content/rare-gold-rush-shipwreck-found
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wreck 
rap

www.bskinetics.com

BS Kinetics GmbH
Großweierer Straße 70

77855 Achern
Germany

Fon: +49 7841 668437 
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stainless and UV-resistant

ergonomic and easy handling
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– for nearly each type of camera

from BS-Kinetics

• 250 Exciting 
   Exhibitor Booths

• 40 FREE Seminars

• See The Latest 
    Diving Products

• Win Thousands 
   Of Dollars In Prizes

• Try Scuba FREE

• Try Scuba FREE

• Great Deals 
    On Travel

• Meet Diving 
    Celebrities

DISCOVER AN OCEAN OF POSSIBILITIES
www.diveandtravelexpo.com

May 21 -23, 2010
tacoma, washington, U.S.A.

the dive news network presents
the 3rd AnnUAl

DIVE & TRAVEl EXPODIVE & TRAVEl EXPO

Watch treasures of 
nanhai ocean on 
Youtube

Shipwreck relics of Nanhai One goes 
on display in Guangdong

spectacular porcelains salvaged from the medieval chinese 
merchant ship, the nanhai one, which captured the world’s 
imagination when it was raised from the bottom of the south 
china sea in December of 2007, has now gone on display in 
Yangjiang city of Guangdong province.

nanhai one proved to be a treasure trove. More than 4,000 gold, sil-
ver and porcelain artifacts, and 6,000 copper coins from the southern 
song Dynasty were salvaged. 

the southern song Dynasty marked 
the first high point of china’s por-
celain industry. products were 
exported to east, south and 
west Asia. they traveled as far 
as the east coast of Africa. 
those who owned porcelain 
in those days were seen as 
holding status. experts esti-
mate nanhai one contained 
more than 80,000 valuable 
relics. ■

porcelain from 
the song Dynasty

click on  
images to 

watch video 
on china 

central 
television

WIKIpeDIA

the city of Yangjiang established a special museum to house these 
retrieved treasures. the Guangdong Maritime silk Road Museum 
showcases not only the salvaged works of art, but also displays the 
ship wreck, stored in a huge transparent case.

http://english.cctv.com/program/cultureexpress/20091204/101525.shtml
http://www.bskinetics.com
http://www.diveindustrybc.com
http://www.diveandtravelexpo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4aQaXKXEAI
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rap

A 1-201 type attack submarine—
one of the fastest available in the 
japanese fleet during WWII—and 
an aircraft-carrier I-14 submarine, 
were discovered by University of 
hawaii’s hawaii Undersea Research 
Laboratory (hURL) team, led by chief 
pilot and operations director, terry 
Kerby, off the oahu coast.

the historical artifacts are consid-
ered to be in relatively good shape 
even after decades of rust and 
seawater erosion as well as the fact 
that they were torpedoed, said john 
Wiltshire, a hURL team member. 
“these submarines are about five 
miles off barbers point in about 3,000 
feet of water,” Wiltshire added. 
► hawai‘i Undersea Research 
Laboratory
 that is the reason the team need-
ed to use noAA’s pisces Iv and v— 
two three-person, battery-powered 

submersibles with a maximum oper-
ating depth of 2000 m (6,280 ft).
 the site was filmed by both noAA 
and national Geographic. the 
Geographic channel partly funded 
and documented the mission for a 
special, “hunt for the samurai subs”, 
during the network’s second annual 
expedition Week. see more at: 
►National Geographic

hi-tech Warfare
the I-14 is part of a 1-400 class of 
submarines developed by the 
japanese to attack mainland United 
states and the panama canal. 
before nuclear-powered subs came 
along, these were the largest diesel 
submarines built (400 feet long) and 
had the longest range, being capa-
ble of remaining submerged and 
sail one and a half times around the 
world without refueling. 
 this type of submarine could come 

to the surface and launch three 
large aircraft, supposedly within 
fifteen minutes. the I-14 was radar-
capable, and its exterior had a 
sonar-absorbing coating, making it 
less detectable to the enemy.
 the I-201, one of the fast-
est attack subs active during 
the war, could sail at 19 knots 
underwater, when comparable 
American submarines could go six 
knots at best. See video on National 
Geographic

the U.s. navy captured the subma-
rines at the end of WWII and sailed 
five of them (1-400, 1-401 and I-14 
aircraft-carrying submarines and two 
fast attack subs, 1-201 and 1-203) to 
pearl harbor for inspection.
 After japan surrendered, the U.s. 
navy sank the captured subs, report-
edly to keep the technology from 
the Soviets. ■

In March 2005 the wreck 
of the I-401 was located 

off oahu during a test dive 
of the hawai’i Undersea 

Research Laboratory deep 
diving submersible pisces

Wrecks of advanced WWII Japanese 
subs documented off Hawaii

http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/series/expedition-week/4577/Videos/07254_00 
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/series/expedition-week/4577/Videos/07254_00 
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text by Rob Rondeau

I was recently chatting online 
with a colleague from Mexico.  
We were both lamenting the fact 
that marine archaeology isn’t a 
high priority for our respective 
nations.  So, why is that?
Archaeologists, academics and gov-
ernment-types have lots to say on the 
subject, but the answer need not be 
complicated.  It largely comes down to 
shipwrecks being out-of-sight and out-of-
mind!  It’s hard for Government (or any-
one else) to ignore an archaeological site 
like england’s stonehenge.  conversely, 
it’s hard to get Government interested 
in a site underwater - that is both hard 
to access and is one that relatively few 
people will ever see.
 but, this doesn’t mean that the public 
isn’t interested in marine archaeology.  In 
fact, my experience is that most people 
are more fascinated with archaeology 
underwater than they are on land.  part 
of this, in my opinion, has to do with the 
fact that it isn’t easily accessible!  After 
all, anyone can go for a walk in the 
mountains, but only a talented 
and dedicated few will 
climb Mount everest.
 I’ve worked on some 
of the most historically 
important shipwrecks 
in canada, but the 
average canadian 
knows almost nothing 
about them!  

 I remember the time I was flying back 
from lecturing stateside and a customs 
officer at the airport asked me the nature 
of my trip.  I replied that I had been 
speaking about the empress of Ireland 
– which is often described as canada’s 
worst marine disaster.  More paying pas-
sengers died aboard the canadian 
pacific liner than did titanic!  
 “Who’s she,” the 
officer asked. 
 “oh boy,” I 
thought.
 over the years I’ve 
gotten to know lots 
of politicians.  just 
like most people, I’ve 
found that they are 
just as interested in 
shipwrecks.  so why 
the disconnect?

Chicken and the Egg
to my way of thinking, it’s what I call 
the “chicken and egg” scenario!  What 
comes first?  
 When it comes to archaeology, both 
on land and underwater, it’s “public 
Interest and Government Funding!”  

Government-types are loath to 
commit the financial resources 
to properly manage cultural 

heritage because they think 
the public isn’t interested!  

 on the other hand, 
most citizens are igno-

rant about, and 
thereby uninterest-
ed in, their coun-

try’s history – partly 

because it’s not adequately represented 
and interpreted in museums and parks.  
 every museum I know worldwide is 
hard up for money and resources!  Most 
administrators complain that Government 
just isn’t interested.  nor does it care!
 the annual number of visitors to 
most national parks has dropped.  
national parks in the U.s. have seen a 

steady decline in 
visitors over the past 
decade.  According 
to the national 
parks conservation 
Association, it’s very 
chicken and egg – 
with services in the 
parks having declined 
because of a lack 
of commitment from 

Washington.  It estimates an annual $800 
million funding shortfall.  squeezed bud-
gets have lead to fewer visitors.
 experts also point to other factors 
contributing to the decline; the poor 
state of the economy, high gas prices, 
fewer foreign tourists and a declining 
interest in nature pursuits among younger 
generations.  
 “there’s a lot of talk about the 
need for more innovative programs to 
educate youth,” says steve Martin, the 
superintendent of the Grand canyon 
national park.
 competition from “sexier” destinations, 
such as theme parks, and less money 
spent on marketing and advertising 
have also taken their toll, he pointed out 
recently.
 “Fewer visitors also means the U.s. park 

service is unable to fulfill its mission of 
educating the public and preserving the 
natural environment.”
 north of the border things are a little 
better.  the Government of canada has 
said it will invest in new programs over the 
next five years to expand and promote 
the “ecological integrity” of its national 
parks – although no one seems to know 
exactly what this means!
 visitor numbers to this country’s national 
parks haven’t fared much better than 
those in the U.s.!  they’ve been flat for 
the past five years.  It’s hard to imagine 
Government spending more money in an 
area that it deems “under utilized!”  

At Odds with One Another
Another big factor affecting the 
advancement of marine archaeology is 
who has jurisdiction over shipwrecks!  In 
the U.s., most shipwrecks fall within the 
jurisdiction of each state.  In canada, it’s 
much the same, with the provinces being 
responsible for shipwrecks management. 
 however, both countries have national 
government agencies dedicated to 
marine archaeology.  the U.s. parks 
service and parks canada each have 
their own underwater units.  both like to 

Protecting Shipwrecks Proactively

The past belongs to all of us. It is 
part of our global heritage, and 
not exclusive property of any one 
group of people.

— Peter Schelderman 
Canadian Artic Archeologist

the Auguste cannon. 
pRocoM has recom-

mended that the wreck 
of the 18th century british 
warship Auguste be des-

ignated nova scotia’s 
first marine park
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think of themselves as being their 
nation’s “defacto” marine archae-
ologists.  In reality though, their only 
jurisdiction is federal lands – mostly 
within national parks.
 And, both units rely heavily on 
other branches of the federal gov-
ernment, such as the navy, coast 
Guard and other departments.  Last 
year, canada’s Minister of heritage 
announced a new three-year plan 
to search for the lost ships of sir john 
Franklin.  the erebus & the terror 
were lost in the Arctic during in the 
mid 19th century while searching 
for the northwest passage.  they 
are considered to be two of the 
world’s most important shipwrecks – 
although neither has been found.
 however, marine archaeologists 
from parks canada were limited last 
summer as to how much time they 
could spend on the water looking 
for the Franklin wrecks.  In actual 
fact, they borrowed the services of a 
canadian coast Guard icebreaker 
while it performed its regular summer 
duties in the Arctic.  
 earlier this year, the coast Guard 
said that its icebreaker would be too 
busy this summer and wouldn’t be 
able to conduct a remote sensing 
survey for the parks team.  so, parks 
canada asked the canadian navy 
if it could loan a vessel.  the reply 
was “no!” 

Public Versus Private
Most states and provinces only 
award archaeology field permits to 
academics.  however, some juris-
dictions, like the province of nova 
scotia in canada and the state 
of Florida in the U.s., do allow con-
tract marine archaeologists, such as 

myself, to work there.  Likewise, both 
areas also allow for privately funded 
archaeology.
 Archaeologists who work in the pri-
vate sector, either on land or under-
water, are often viewed as pirayas 
by their academic colleagues – 
although they’re equally, or better, 
qualified!
 Whether marine archaeology 
should only be funded from the pub-
lic purse is another topic for discus-
sion.  one that requires a column all 
to itself!

Let’s Be Friends
I can’t remember which ‘60s Rock 
‘n Roller it was who said, “why can’t 
we all just get along?”  sage words 
indeed!  
 the first thing that has to happen is 
everyone who’s interested in marine 
archaeology, be they academics, 
bureaucrats, elected officials and/
or the public, has to put aside their 
differences.
 Recreational divers have one of 
the most important roles in manag-

ing underwater cultural heri-
tage.  they have a better 
understanding and appre-
ciation for the resource than 
do non-divers.  And, they’re 
both taxpayers and voters. 
politicians have to listen to 
them!
 so, what can you do to 
help?  Government legisla-
tion provides everyone with 
the “rules of the road.”  If 
there aren’t any a govern-
ment is powerless to act.
 this includes protecting 
marine archaeological sites, 
deciding what’s to be done 

with them and who makes such 
decisions.  You can help by ask-
ing your politicians, at the national, 
regional and local level, to support 
new legislation aimed at protecting 
& better managing underwater cul-
tural heritage.
 As we journey under the sea we 
will, undoubtedly, come in contact 
with more shipwrecks.  the explora-
tion, and exploitation, of natural 
resources in the world’s oceans is 
increasing rapidly, thanks largely to 
advancements in technology.
 If we don’t take steps now to 
better protect and manage ship-
wrecks they will, most certainly, be 
destroyed or lost to the public for 
good.
 shipwrecks don’t belong to only a 
few!  they belong to everyone – div-
ers and non-divers alike.  It’s only by 
working together that we can better 
protect and manage them.

—Rob Rondeau
Marine Archaeologist

pRocoM ■

johnny Depp. everyone 
loves a pirate and his 
ship. Films like the pirates 
of the caribbean series 
have helped raise interest 
in colonial-era shipwrecks
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travel news
edited by  
scott bennett

First Norwegian Luxury Liveaboard

‘Pearl of the Antilles’ 
poised for a comeback
healthy Reefs Buoy haitian hopes for Tourism Revival

Now you can dive the stunning Norwegian archipela-
go from a luxury liveaboard and explore wrecks and 
nature of Southern Norway.

the new boat is built by benetti 
shipyard in Italy. the vessel ac-
commodates 8-10 divers in the 
spacious cabins but is certified 
for 20 passengers. this provides a 
unique opportunity for divers to 
jump on the way and be part of a 
couple of dives during the day.
 the boat, which was contract-
ed by an operator in sweden will 
arrive in Kristiansand (a port in 
southern norway) in February next 

year, and the first tours will com-
mence shortly thereafter.
 currently, two different itiniaries 
are offered both of which take 
seven days to complete.
 The first is called Wreck & Na-
ture and goes from Risør to Kris-
tiansand, while the other is called 
Wreck safari and takes you from 
Kristiansand to Flekkefjord.
www.liveaboard-norway.com ■

these days, it seems haiti makes the 
news for all the wrong reasons, but at 
one time the island nation was known as 
the ‘pearl of the Antilles’, a caribbean 
vacation destination that rivalled 
jamaica or puerto Rico. With 1,100 miles 
of coastline, haiti’s sandy beaches and 
coral reefs lured tourists by the boatload. 
“It was much easier because you had 
a lot of tourists,” recalled jose Roy, a 
30-year veteran of haitian diving. ”You 
really didn’t have to fight for survival.”
   then, in 1991, things started to change. 
turmoil commenced after former 
president jean-bertrand Aristide was 
ousted in a military coup. As security 
worsened, haiti’s tourism industry was 
among the first casualties, with U.s. state 
Department warnings against travel to 
haiti hastening the collapse. 

Back to the good old days?
today, government and private entities 
want a return to the good old days and 
are pumping money into schemes aimed 
at restoring 
and protect-
ing marine 
areas.  While 
coral forma-
tions are as 
colorful and 
vibrant as in 
protected 
waters else-
where in the 
caribbean, 
marine life 
is scarce. 
smaller fish 

can be found, but larger fauna 
such as stingrays, sharks, turtles 
and barracudas are noticeably 
absent. “there’s almost no fish in the 
water with you,” said jean Weiner, 
director of the Fondation pour la 
protection de la biodiversité Marine, 
or Foprobim.
    still, the fact that haiti possesses 
healthy marine resources at all is 
something of a miracle. Many areas 
are remarkably pristine despite the 
devastation wrought on land by 
deforestation and dense develop-
ment of wetlands and floodplains. 
 Reefs remain in good shape far 
offshore including those off the coast 
of La Gonâve and the Arcadins 
Islands, a region activists hope to 
transform into haiti’s first marine park. 
Wiener, who has been running the 
haitian nonprofit Foprobim for more 
than 20 years, believes conditions 
are ripe for a resurgence of tourism.
■

COMING FALL 2009

SUPERB CUISINE

FANTASTIC DIVING

AMAZING RESORTS

A T L A N T I S

http://www.atlantishotel.com
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Learn icediving at 2000m in 
the Pyrenees
Enjoy the experience of diving in high 
mountain lakes over 2000 meters altitude,  
in crystal clear waters
bordered by spain and France in the eastern pyrenees 
mountains, the tiny landlocked nation of Andorra 
doesn’t exactly leap to mind as a diving destination. the 
Diving Andorra company is now offering the chance for 
beginners and advanced divers alike the opportunity to 
experience the tristaina Lakes at an elevation of 2000m. 
the three lakes are situated in the valls del nord of the 
principality of Andorra and form one of the most repre-
sentative cirque glaciers in the country. 
   the departure point is the La coma Restaurant in 
the Arcalís sector with a minimum of three people 
required. All gear and insurance is provided. there are 
two options available: a “baptism” for beginners and a 
technical dive. the beginners’ dive is done in the 12m 
La canaleta pool, complete with an artificial dam to 
produce snow and ice. this dive is aimed at beginners 
over the age of 14 and lasts for 15 to 20 minutes and 
costs €75 per person. 
 the advanced dive is done in the tristaina Lake at 
an elevation of 2,305m. the lake is accessed via snow-
shoes, and divers can descend to 23m under the ice. 
the excursion lasts for a duration of five and a half hours 
and is suitable for people over18. cost is €295. 
www.divingandorra.com ■

Diving in the tristaina lake at 2,305 m. You get to the dive site 
by walking off-slope with snowshoes. 
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Gujarat Whale Sharks
the Indian state of Gujarat coast may soon 
emerge as a hot spot for viewing whale sharks. 
A five-member team of experts from Australia 
and the United states has taken up a research 
project to study the feasibility of whale shark 
eco-tourism in the state.
 “Australia and philippines have developed 
tourism based on whale sharks. however, a lot 
more needs to be known about the acces-
sibility whale sharks and the duration of their 
stay in Gujarat waters,” said Dr john Keesing 
of Australian commonwealth scientific and 
Industrial Research organization (csIRo).
 Around 60 percent of the whale sharks visiting 
Gujarat coast are female sharks, and the area 
could be one of the important breeding hubs. ■

Underwater sculptures help 
save Cancun’s coral reefs
Battered by storms and pollution, 
Cancun’s famous coral reefs have 
taken a beating in recent years. The 
Mexican government has created 
a plan to enable the reefs to heal 
while still attracting visitors. They are 
creating an underwater sculpture 
garden that will bring back the tour-
ists and encourage growth of new 
coral.
the project is the brainchild of the Mexican 
government and artist jason de caires taylor, 
who specializes in the unique art of underwa-
ter sculpture. composed of inert, ph-neutral 
concrete, his figures are human forms cast 
from real people. the figures then become 
platforms for coral and various other marine 
life, creating an alluring fusion of the natural 
and man-made. It takes only a few weeks 
for green algae to form on the surface of the 
sculptures, with coral and other sea creatures 
following suit within a couple of months. 
 Mexican park officials are hopeful the sculp-
tures will draw snorkelers and scuba divers 
away from the overburdened coral reefs, 
allowing the reefs time to heal. ■

http://www.wakatobi.com
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