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Wetsuits for your Coffee
neoprene is not just for wetsuits any-
more. Keep your coffee toasty warm 
with danish designer eva solo’s ca-
fesolo coffee makers, and keep your 
cold beverages cool in eva solo’s 

Fridge carafes. check out the 
stylish colors of neoprene covers 
below. The coffee maker filters 
as it pours. no pushing or pulling.. 
sweet. www.evasolo.com 

POINT & CLICK 
ON BOLD LINKS

the FActs And vIewpoInts In thIs sectIon ARe not necessARIlY the vIews 
oF X-RAY MAG. IteMs pResented In thIs sectIon hAs not been tested bY X-
RAY MAG stAFF, noR ARe the IteMs wARRAnted, InFoRMAtIon pRovIded Is 
condensed FRoM MAnUFActUReRs descRIptIons. teXts ARe UsUAllY edIted 
FoR lenGth, clARItY And stYle lInKs ActIve At the tIMe oF pUblIcAtIons

Edited by Catherine GS 
Lim & Gunild Symes

All photos coURtesY oF the MAnUFActUReRs
oR vendoRs

Holiday Gifts
& Stocking Stuffers for Divers

Diversitea Crystal Dolphin 
Bath Salts & Bath Tea 

bring the peace of the ocean realm 
into your bath with these 

handmade bath salts cre-
ated by diversitea with 

Redmond sea salts that 
are charged for weeks with 

crystal and Reiki energy. 
pure essential oils are then 

added. corresponding to a 
different group of chakras 

(energy centers) in the body, 
each blend of salts helps you 

connect with your spiritual self. 
A matching herbal bath tea 

blend is formulated with herbs 
that complement the crystal 

energy of each kind of crystal 
dolphin bath salts. A healing gift. 

www.shop.diversitea.com 

Big Blue
Silver Sea 
Turtle Pendant
this very detailed 
sculpture of a sea 
turtle designed by 
Roland st. John, is made of solid 
.925 sterling silver. It is about 
1 1/3” (3.38cm). comes with 
optional 2mm omega chain. 
price: Us$48.00 

 
Big 

Blue Clown Fish 
Key Chain capture your 

keys on this dive-striped clown 
fish key chain. Created by Roland 

St. John, this Clown Fish with dive flag 
is a realistic, three-dimensional, life-like 
key chain made of solid pewter with a 
clear lacquer finish. Price: US$6.50 
www.bigbluedive.com

exquisite 18ct Gold 
and silver single sea-

horse pendant, Gb£138 
www.reefjewelry.com

Reef Jewelry  
Sea Pendants

beautiful sterling silver 
and 18ct gold designs 
by peter barbarovich in 

the UK make wonder-
ful gifts for the holidays 

or anytime. 18ct Gold 
and Silver Batfish 
 pendant, Gb£174 

http://www.evasolo.com/products-cafesolo.html
http://www.shop.diversitea.com/product.sc?categoryId=10&productId=84
http://www.bigbluedive.com/store.php?crn=26&rn=59&action=show_detail
http://www.reefjewelry.com
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gifts

Waboba Ball
smaller than a tennis ball, the 

waboba ball is cheap, durable, 
and so much fun. the sim-

plest way to have fun with 
this ball with the slightly 
squeegy feel is to throw 
it so it bounces on the 
water between you and a 
friend. definitely the ideal 
beach toy when you are 

above the waves!
www.75volts.com

Dive Talkin’ Teddy
this cute teddy bear is wearing a funky 
scuba-themed t-shirt that says dive 

talkin’. the retro design is a play 
on the disco phrase: Jive talkin’. 

this unique design makes it a 
great gift for trendy scuba divers. 

International shipping available.  
www.cafepress.com/servopuff

Dive Stickers
let the world 

know what you’re 
into (or just deco-
rate your annoying 

neighbour’s car) 
with these cool dive 

stickers. You’ll be the 
toast of the boat on 
your next dive trip, no 

doubt about it!
www.fishpie.com

Diving Santa
dive Inspirations 
presents their origi-
nal scuba diving 
and underwater 
christmas cards. 
Available in boxes 
of 10 or 20, these original designs 
are exclusive to the company. each unique design 
is available blank, or with one of six different holi-
day sayings.  www.cafepress.com/diveinspiration

Neoprene Lunchboxes
these whimsical lunch-
boxes were designed by 
Iconic covers and award-
winning children’s book 
illustrator, stephen sav-
age, who gained inspiration 
for the fun designs from 
zoo animals. Made from 
polypropylene, these 
practical lunchboxes 
insulate foods and bever-
ages, have small handles 
for small hands, unzip to a 
placemat and store flat. They 
are reusable so save hundreds of paper 
or plastic bags per year. tested lead and food safe. 
www.iconiccovers.com

MERRY X-MAS
at The X-RAY MAG Store

www.cafepress.com/xraymag

Help save
our seas in  
peril. A per-
cent of all 
sales goes to 
ocean con-
servation! 
Beautiful
2009 Calendars
Greeting
Cards
Cartoons
Decorative
Ceramic Tiles
Prints & Posters
Throw Pillows
& Mugs

T-shirts 
& caps
Hoodies
Wall Clocks
Decorative
Keepsake 
Boxes
Notebook
Journals
& More!


•

economy & 
express International 

delivery Available

Scuba Christmas 
Ornament
put these fun ornaments 
on your tree at christ-

mas or hang them up in 
your office or give one to 
your dive buddy. diver in 

blue also available. 
Fun-christmas-ornaments.com

http://www.75volts.com/waboba-the-ball-that-bounces-on-water_1.html
http://www.cafepress.com/servopuff.186987059
http://www.fishpie.com/z/scuba-stickers
http://www.cafepress.com/diveinspiration/845501
http://www.iconiccovers.com/catalog/item/5493562/5571251.htm
http://www.cafepress.com/xraymag
http://www.fun-christmas-ornaments.com/scubadiving.htm
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gifts

Handmade  
Glass Scuba Diver
one of divers Gifts’ most popular 
items, this model of a swimming 
scuba diver is individually hand-
made in the UK from 100% silica 
glass. Approximate height of 
figure 10 cm plus wooden plinth. 
Other handmade glass figurines 
available include: divers wear-
ing their underwater equipment, 
Fire Fighting Figurines, explosive 
ordnance disposal technicians, 
special Forces operators, sports 
Figures and many more. price: 
Gb£48.15. Diversgifts.com

Eco-friendly  
Christmas Cards

each year, billions of christmas 
cards are sent and read and en-
joyed and then tossed in the bin. 

Reduce paper waste and save 
thousands of trees by emailing your 

cards this year. project aware has 
teamed up with artists Jo & Joe to 
create a colorful line of animated 

e-cards to send your ocean-loving 
friends and dive buddies. enter the 

code ‘AwARe’ when you join  
and £1 ($2) will be donated  

directly to project AwARe. 
Joandjoe.com/projectaware

Handmade Ocean 
Jewelry & Seahorses 
pendants and earrings by 
American artist pippi Kon-
stanski are created with 
sterling silver, gold and 

gemstones. 
Also available 

are a fine selection 
of bracelets, neck-
laces, matched 

sets, limited run col-
lections, custom 
pieces, wedding 
jewelry, Akoya 

and tahitian pearls. 
International shipping 

available. see her gallery at 
pippijewelry.etsy.com

Wetsuits for your laptop
neoprene is not just for diving anymore. 

protect your precious laptop with this 
padded water-repellent neoprene with 
pvc sleeve. It has an exterior accessory 

pocket with zipper; asymmetrical zip-
per design that allows easy access from 
top or side; and metal side d-ring. three 
sizes available to fit laptops with screens 

up to 17 inches. Matching messenger 
bag also available. price: Us$39.99. 

www.laurex.com

black Galaxy

Gold harley

Gold wave

blue Illusion

Red blossom

http://www.joandjoe.com/projectaware
http://pippijewelry.etsy.com
http://www.laurex.com
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edited by 
peter symes

jelly news

JELLYFISH
The

cometh

Out of 
Control?

Fishfarmers off the british Islands 
could only watch helplessly as 
their whole stock was killed in the 
matter of minutes by the non-
native marauding stingers and in 
Japan massive nomura’s jellyfish 
the size of sumo wrestlers, more 
commonly found in chinese and 
Korean waters, were proliferat-
ing off Japan’s coast where they 
have grown a hundredfold in 
some areas turning into a pest 
for Japanese fishermen. during 
the recent years the massive sea 
creatures, which can grow two 
meters wide and weigh up to 220 
kilograms, were clogging and rip-
ping fishing nets, causing havoc 
for fishermen who have to spend 
hours hacking them out of their 
nets. the fishermen’s catch were 
also being poisoned by the inver-
tebrates’ toxic stingers. At one 
point, the crisis prompted fisher-
men to come up with cooking 
recipes, although the jellyfish are 
rarely eaten in Japan.

Japanese scientists specu-
lated that the jellyfish grow big 
along the coast of china and 
have been drifting from china’s 
Yangtze River delta, where unusu-
ally heavy rains may be pushing 
the jellyfish to Japan.  

then suddenly this year—to the 
great relief and puzzlement of 
fishermen and researchers alike—
the sea of Japan saw a drastic 
decline in swarms of the huge 
jellyfish. According to the Japan 
Fisheries Information service 
center, fishermen had reported 
about 6,300 sightings of nomura’s 
jellyfish as of november 20 last 
year, compared with only 128 
this year. “this is a dramatic fall in 
numbers,” said Katsuya saito, an 
official at the tokyo-based non-
profit research center.

Is Ocean 
Acidification 
to blame 
for Jellyfish 
invasions?

Japan Sea 
jellyfish 
menace 
eases

Where do they come from?
From Japan to Europe, fishermen have seen their 
catches destroyed, and in the Mediterranean, 
several popular beaches had to be closed fol-
lowing massive invasions by huge swarms of jel-
lyfish. While there are records of people dying 
from the noxious sting from the jellyfish, reports of 
serious human injury are fortunaly quite rare.

“Up to last 
year, 3,000 to 
5,000 of the 
jellyfish would 
get tangled up in a single fixed 
net in some cases. but this year, 
only one or two were reported to 
have been caught,” saito said.
 saito said that until 2001, a 
heavy presence of the jellyfish 
occurred only 
once every 
several dec-
ades. but from 
2002 to 2007, 
thousands 
were seen in 
fall and winter 
in the sea of 
Japan and 
parts of the 
east china 
sea, saito said.

hitoshi Iizumi, an 
official at Japan 
sea national 
Fisheries Research 
Institute, a gov-
ernment-affiliated 
agency, said sci-
entists have not 
determined the cause of the sud-
den disappearance. Researchers 
believed three factors near china 
conspired to create the surge 
in jellyfish in the recent years: 
eutrophic water coming to the 
sea from modern chinese cit-
ies, global warming that has 
increased the sea temperatures, 
and increased fish catches result-
ing in more zooplankton. but 
researchers are not sure if those 
factors changed this year, Iizumi 
said. Yet another is that china 
has over-fished their waters and 
reduced the populations of the 
jellyfish’s natural predators, which 
fed on the larvae while they are 
still zooplankton. Yet another 
cause may be china’s new dam, 

Jellyfish having few 
and sparse preda-
tors their population 
explosion can be of 
serious ecological and 
economic consequence 
as is the case in the 
Black Sea.

n
eM

o
pI

le
M

A
 n

o
M

UR
A

I G
Fd

l



53 X-RAY MAG : 27 : 2008   edItoRIAl     FeAtURes     tRAvel     news     eQUIpMent     booKs     scIence & ecoloGY     edUcAtIon     pRoFIles     poRtFolIo     clAssIFIed

The X-RAY MAG Store
www.cafepress.com/xraymag

A gift from the
X-RAY MAG Store, 
that’s what! Plus, a 
percent of all sales 
goes to ocean 
conservation!

Fabulous images
by world-class
underwater 
photographers

Hilarious dive  
cartoons from
Canadian 
cartoonist, 
Ralph Hagen

Ocean Art by 
wonderful artists 
from around the 
world!

What do you get a diver 
who has everything?

2009 Calendars
Ceramic Nudibranch Tiles
Hammerhead Hoodies
Scuba T-Shirts 
Reef Greeting Cards
Dolphin Note Cards
Orca Post Cards 
Scuba Journals
Coffee Mugs
Caps
Clocks
Tote bags
Throw Pillows 
Keepsake Boxes
Scuba Teddy Bears
Framed Prints of Coral Reefs

jelly news

A simple first-aid tech-
nique to deal with jelly-
fish stings is to pour vin-
egar on the affected 
area

RIGht:
chrysaora 
colorata

the three Gorges dam. on 
the Yangtze River, the three 
Gorges dam, the world’s larg-
est hydroelectric project, 
has increased the amount of 
phosphorus and nitrogen in 
the waters off china, creating 
an ideal breeding ground for 
nomura’s jellyfish. A final pos-
sibility is global warming, which 
would cause the heating up 
of the seawater and encour-
age jellyfish breeding. Jellyfish 
also have the ability to take in 
oxygen directly from their skin 
allowing the jellyfish to thrive 
in the oceans growing dead 
zones.

Global warming
In Malaysia 

where dozens of people have 
been stung by jellyfish at popu-
lar beaches over a period of 
a few days, dr Mohammed 
Rizman Idid of the University 
of Malaya said environmental 
changes caused by global 
warming had compounded 
the problem and made it 
more difficult to handle jellyfish 
blooms.

Many jellyfish species were 
capable of congregating in 
huge swarms, which consisted 
of hundreds or even thousands 
of individuals, said Rizman. “It 
is a complex process and is 
dependent on various factors, 
including the concentration of 
nutrients, water temperature 
and oxygen content.”

In a more serious scenario, 
he said, jellyfish would 

mass breed dur-
ing blooms and 

could cause 
serious 

eco-
logical 

problems. It was impossible 
to determine the exact time 
when jellyfish outbreaks, or 
blooms, occurred but they 
often seemed to occur dur-
ing the dry season when the 
sea water was warmer, said 
Rizman.

Ballast water to blame?
Another concern was the pos-
sible spread of invasive for-
eign species, which could be 
more dangerous than local 
jellyfish species, said Rizman. 
“In europe, they have found 
many invasive species and 
similar cases could also hap-
pen here.”

Globalisation  had made it 
easier for foreign species to 
breed in Malaysian waters.   
ballast water in the hulls of 
seagoing ships was the best 
medium for such species to be 
transported unintentionally to 
foreign regions.

“Just imagine what will hap-
pen if a deadlier jellyfish from 
Australia invades our waters. It 
will definitely affect our tourism 
and fishery industries.” Rizman 
said information on the mat-
ter was scarce, and he would 
begin a comprehensive study 
on jellyfish distribution soon.

Acidication?
since the start of the Industrial 
Revolution, there has been 
a drop of 0.1 ph unit in the 
global ocean. such acidifica-
tion of the ocean may make 
calcification more difficult for 

calcareous organisms, result-
ing in the opening of ecologi-
cal space for non-calcifying 
species. It has therefore been 
speculated that jellyfish simply 
have taken advantage of the 
vacant niches made avail-
able by the negative effects 
of acidification on calcifying 
plankton.

there is some evidence for this 
effect in the west-central north 
sea over the period 1971-1995.   
working with data from a 
larger portion of the north sea, 
as well as throughout most 
of the much vaster northeast 
Atlantic ocean, two research-
ers, Richardson and Gibbons, 
compared jellyfish records and 
ph data for the period 1946-
2003 to explore the possibility 
of a relationship between jel-
lyfish abundance and acidic 
ocean conditions. this work 
revealed that there were, as 
they describe it, “no significant 
relationships between jellyfish 
abundance and acidic con-
ditions in any of the regions 
investigated.”

the study does not rule out a 
relationship between acidifica-
tion and jellyfish populations 
on local scales, but concludes 
if low ph has any effect on 
natural populations, this may 
be negated by the much more 
important effect of warmer 
water temperatures.

The bottom line
We still don’t know. ■

nomura’s 
Jellyfish

http://www.cafepress.com/xraymag
http://www.xray-mag.com/content/nomuras-jellyfish
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turtle tales

edited by 
peter symes

leatherback sea turtles satellite tracks as recorded by stanford researchers

leatherback sea turtles in the pacific ocean have declined by more 
than 90 percent over the past three decades as a result of drowning 
in industrial longline and gillnet fisheries targeting swordfish, sharks, and 
tunas. egg harvesting, marine plastic debris and loss of nesting beaches 
due to global warming-induced sea level rise also threaten the leather-
back. If current trends continue, pacific leatherbacks are predicted to 
go extinct within the next few decades.

“Our plan allows one 
of the largest reptiles 
on Earth to continue its 
100-million-year-old exist-
ence by opening and closing 
portions of the migration cor-
ridor to fishing as turtles enter 
and exit the area. We believe 
this corridor is also used by 
other endangered species, such 
as hammerhead sharks and 
would benefit many other 
threatened marine species.”
 
RAndAll ARAUZ, pResIdent oF costA RIcAn-bAsed pRetoMA

The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature’s 
World Conservation Congress 
adopted a resolution urging 
nations to protect the leath-
erback sea turtle and sharks 
from the world’s industrial 
fisheries by identifying and 
creating marine protected 
areas along the Pacific leath-
erback’s migratory routes. 

Protecting the turtles’ migratory routes
More than 8,000 scientists, gov-
ernment officials and environ-
mental organizations from over 
250 nations overwhelmingly 
supported the resolution, which 
includes the “cocos Ridge Marine 
wildlife corridor,” designed to 
shield the critically endangered 
pacific leatherback and the 
hammerhead shark from longline 
and gillnet fisheries. Recent satel-
lite tracking data from stanford 
University researchers shows that 
after nesting on the beaches in 

playa Grande, costa Rica, pacific 
leatherbacks swim toward the 
Galapagos Islands. 
 sea turtles are capable of div-
ing more than half a mile deep, 
and migrate across the entire 
ocean basins to feed in the jelly-
fish-rich waters off the west coast 
of north and south America. 
leatherbacks swim over 6,000 
miles within a single year—the 
largest geographic range of any 
living marine reptile, and one of 
the longest known migrations for 

any marine species in the world.
 In the recent study, persistent 
leatherback turtle Migrations 
present opportunities for 
conservation, shillinger used sat-
ellite tracking and remote sens-
ing to describe the effects of 
oceanography, such as ocean 
currents, phytoplankton distribu-
tion and sea-floor topography, on 
pacific leatherbacks’ distribution 
and movement; and then devel-
oped a model that could predict 
the presence or absence of the 

sea turtles.
 his work is part of the census of 
Marine life’s (coMl) tagging of 
pacific pelagics (topp) initiative, 
a multidisciplinary, international 
research program utilizing elec-
tronic tags to track the migra-
tions of a variety of open ocean 
animals. shillinger adds, “now it’s 
time to turn the high-tech science 
into political will and conservation 
action for critically endangered 
leatherbacks.” ■

leAtheRbAcK tURtle bY 
hAecKel. FRoM the 
89th plAte FRoM 
eRnst hAecKel’s 
KUnstFoRMen 
deR nAtUR (1904), 
depIctInG oRGAn-
IsMs clAssIFIed As 
chelonIA.

How the turtle’s 
shell evolved
A newly discovered tur-
tle fossil, found near 
Guangling in south-west 
china has shed light 
on how the turtle’s shell 
evolved. the find shows 
that the turtle’s breast 
plate developed earlier 
than the rest of its shell.  

Researchers say the devel-
opment of the shell to 
first protect the underside 
points to a mainly aquatic 
lifestyle. other marine spe-
cies were found with the 
turtle fossil.

the 220 million-year-old 
fossil is thought to be the 
ancestor of all modern 
turtles, although it differs 
markedly. the shell only 
covers its underside. the 
breast plate of this fossil 
was an extension of its ribs 
while only hardened skin 
covered its back. It also 
has teeth rather than a 
bony plate, and it has a 
long tail.  

the researchers say this 
idea is supported by evi-
dence from the way mod-
ern turtle embryos develop. 
the breast plate grows 
before the shell covering 
their backs.

the fossilised turtle ances-
tor, which has been named 
odontochelys semitesta-
cea, meaning half-shelled 
turtle with teeth, probably 
inhabited the river deltas or 
coastal shallows of china’s 
nanpanjiang trough basin 
—the area where the fossil 
was unearthed. ■
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Taylors  
A talk with the

XRM: I am sure that you have both heard this 
question before, but for our readers’ benefit, 
how did you two begin diving with sharks? 
And, why sharks, specifically?

valery taylor: we started out as spear fish-
ing champions. In those days, there were 
plenty of sharks, and they were attracted to 

our speared fish. Ron started filming them in 
16mm because he found that the footage 
could be sold first to Movietone news for 
their news reels they used to screen before 
the main feature film, then to tv when it 
arrived in Australia in 1956. shark footage 
sold, and we needed money. 

XRM: You were the first to actually document 
sharks in their natural habitat. what was the 
general public’s reaction to that?

valery taylor: Yes, we were. the public 
thought we were mad, but they loved our 
images. we learned a great deal about 
sharks in a very short time. this was back in 

Valerie Taylor, along with her husband 
Ron, are two of the true pioneers of  
underwater photo and video, since their 
debut in the 1960s. Their efforts brought 
the wonders of the blue oceans to our 
households, through footage acquired 
for several TV and film productions. Ron 
and Valerie are especially renowned 
worldwide for their specialization in get-
ting images of the shark in its habitat. 
Always ahead of the latest technology, 
they adopted the use of DV cameras and 
decks, adding to their vast portfolio of 
professional film and analog video foot-
age. Valerie was kind enough to offer 
me some insights, on this brief interview, 
after their return from a long expedition 
to Indonesia.

text by Mathias carvalho 
photos courtesy of Ron and valerie taylor, 
and blue water, white death

valerie and Ron.  
A lifetime dedicated  

to the preservation of 
our oceans’ marine life
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The Taylorsprofile

the late 1950s and early 1960s.

XRM: “blue water white death”—
was it what actually put the 
taylors in the limelight, with your 
first hit? what was it like?

valery taylor: bwwd was the 

greatest adventure of our lives. It 
not only made us famous as div-
ers, it also was very instrumental 
in teaching other divers that it 
was possible to work with poten-
tially dangerous sharks in their 
natural environment.

XRM: Any memorable moments 
in that expedition?

valery taylor: the whole expedi-
tion was memorable, but I think 
the biggest adrenalin hit was get-

ting out of the cages among hundreds 
of large, dangerous oceanic white tips 
feeding on a harpooned whale. I truly 
believed that one or more of us could 
not survive. An odd thing, I felt no fear, 
just aggression.

XRM: how hard is it to photograph 
sharks underwater? they must be hard 
to find, let alone get close to.

valery taylor: because of over harvest-
ing, they are getting hard to find. For 
many species, we use baits to attract 

them to our cameras, otherwise they would 
either swim over for a quick look or simply 
swim past ignoring us. A hunk of tuna tied to 
the reef will keep them interested as long as it 
lasts, which is generally not long. to overcome 
this, we would have the tuna frozen hard. the 
sharks take much longer to eat a frozen fish.

XRM: so, your next major role in movie making 

“Blue Water, White Death 
was the greatest adventure 

of our lives.”

valerie arm-wrestling with a shark—
”thank God for those gauntlets”—still 
the most successful protection outside a 
metal cage against dangerous sharks

FAR leFt: blacktip sharks—they rarely will 
attack divers—a media boosted myth

hundreds of 
sharks gathering 
into a lagoon 
pass in French 
polynesia
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was as the technical underwater crew in  
JAws 2. what can you tell us about that 
experience, moving from documentaries 
to a blockbuster?

valery taylor: we had already worked on 
several feature films. we thought Jaws 
would be a sort of b class movie, but it 
was good money, and the people we 
worked with were fabulous.  
 At the time, Ron shot enough footage 
for Jaws 2 as well as the first one, which 
turned into the blockbuster. we were 
employed originally to shoot the live 
shark footage for Jaws, a story written by 
peter benchley. Although we were taken 
to Marthers vinyard where the main unit 
was filming, Ron shot all the live shark 
footage off south Australia.
 

XRM: what filming techniques did you 
use, and what did you have to come up 
with?

valery taylor: Ron used a 35mm cama-
flex camera in an underwater housing 
he made himself. Ron is very clever at 
making things. he makes all our under-
water housings, and they are far better 
than any we could buy. he is still making 
them, and my latest digital camera hous-
ing makes other underwater photogra-
phers envious.

XRM: Ron, you are a pioneer of underwa-
ter housing for cameras. did you apply 
any of your inventions during the film?

Ron taylor: I used two of my own self-
designed and constructed 35mm under-

water housings with spe-
cial ports for wide angle 
lenses. It is important when 
filming sharks to have 
equipment that works well 
every time. 

XRM: on the negative 
side, the JAws series 
made everyone afraid of 
sharks everywhere. how 
harmful was its effect on 
the public opinion? or has 
it had not much effect at 
all?

valery taylor: peter 
benchley, Universal 
pictures, and us were all 
amazed at the public 
reaction to the film. It was 
a fictitious story about a 
fictitious shark. no one 
ever expected the bad 
and very unjust publicity 
regarding sharks that fol-
lowed. You do not worry 
about King Kong when 
you visit new York, so 

why worry about a fictitious shark off 
the local beach? 
we feel the adverse reaction was 
caused by the human race having an 
instinctive fear of being eaten alive. 
sharks do—on rare occasions—bite 
people, but we are not their natural 
prey. Unlike the monster in JAws, sharks 
do not swim around looking for people 
to eat. If they did, no one could ever 
go into the ocean without serious risks.

XRM: was the result a direct hit on the 
new discoveries about sharks that you 
and other professionals were making?

valery taylor: I do not think Jaws had 
anything to do with new discover-
ies about sharks. It had more to do 
with how a well-presented film can 

be regarded 
as true, which 
illustrates the 
incredible 
power of sug-
gestion the 
media can 
have. even 
today, people 
come up to us 
and say they 
will never swim 
in the ocean 
again because 
they saw JAws.

XRM: does 
shark photogra-

phy and videography play a key role in 
the preservation effort today? how?

valery taylor: of all the hundreds of shark 
species found world wide, there are only 
six or seven species potentially danger-

The Taylorsprofile

A white shark inspects the diver’s cage in south Australia—size does 
matter. All photos this page courtesy of blue water, white death

“Children are always asking 
us questions about sharks. 

Never about corals or fish.”
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ous to humans.
 depicting sharks via the media 
as they really are has, over many 
years, given the public a differ-
ent view of sharks in general and 
some, such as the Grey nurse 
(sand tiger), in particular. 
 sharks have always fascinated 
people, but because of television, 
much more is known about them. 
children are always asking us 
questions about sharks. never 
about corals or fish.

XRM: so, sharks have benefited 
from an increasing number of 
educational and protection 
campaigns all over the world. 
but we see that they are at 
the top of the list of oceanic 
endangered species. why is 
that? 

valery taylor: the chinese lust 
for shark fin soup. sharks are 
hunted world wide for their fins. 
the body is generally dumped, 

and the fins dried out for sale in 
hong Kong and singapore.
the dried fin of say a whale shark 
is worth about $1,000 Us on the 
hong Kong market. wealthy 
chinese buy these big fins to cel-
ebrate a wedding or a special 
event.
 As the chinese become more 
affluent, many more of them 
will be able to afford such luxu-

ries like shark fin soup. 
Interestingly, this soup 
has no taste. It is more 
of a texture, as the fla-
vor is added.
 the sale of shark 
fin soup should be 
banned in all western 
countries, the same as 
with tigers claws and 
elephant tusks. the 
harvesting of sharks 
for their fins should be 
outlawed but, even as 
I write, the Queensland 
Government in Australia 

is giving commercial fish-
ermen permission to long line for 
sharks inside our Great barrier Reef 
Marine parks. It seems incredible 
that a fish that has survived for 
hundreds of millions of years can 
be hunted almost to extinction in 
a few decades.

XRM: what else can be done, 
especially if one isn’t a shark spe-

   thIs pAGe: valerie inspects a 
dead victim of a whaling fleet 

still run by norwegians—wailing 
still kills hundreds every year. All 

photos this page are courtesy  
of blue water, white death

http://www.lucasdivestore.com
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cialist? how can the rest of us con-
tribute?

valery taylor: not much really. sharks 
are very much an endangered spe-
cies and will be hunted until it is no 
longer viable, which means, there 
are too few left. banning fining in the 
territorial waters off your coast would 
be a big help, but controlling poach-
ers is very hard and convincing gov-
ernments even harder.

XRM:  what campaigns, projects or 
associations are you affiliated with?

too many to name. I am the new 
south wales patron of national parks 
Marine Association in Australia. And 
we belong to many other organiza-
tions trying to protect sharks. If they 
all got together and formed a huge 
group, they could make a differ-
ence, but this is unlikely to happen.
 You know the saying, “united we 
stand, separate we fall”? In a world 
where countries cannot even agree 
on a standard for power outlets, how 
can they ever come together on 
protecting sharks?
 one good example is whaling. 
whales are incredible animals. 

everyone loves them, but there are dozens of 
countries where they hunt them without punish-
ment and in the cruelest of fashions. 

XRM: can you tell us about your current projects?

valery taylor: About to write a book. we keep 
filming and taking photographs. Goodness, we 
just keep on doing what we 
have always done. dive, 
eat, dive, eat, sleep...

XRM: what does the future 
has in store for us, regard-
ing the protection of the 
oceans?

valery taylor: In my option, 
it is doomed. look what we, 
the so-called civilized coun-
tries, have done and know-
ingly continue to do with 
this most precious resource. 
when India and china 
catch up with us, and they 
already have, it will be the 
death knoll for the remaining 
eatable life in the ocean.
 the biggest problem is 
that the marine animals 

are free for the taking. they do not have to be 
farmed, just harvested. no one has to clear the 
land or grow the crops to feed the farm animals, 
nature has already done that. Fishermen take 
away and put nothing back. the ocean, as we 
knew it in our youth, has gone. we now have a 
marine world as man has made it, not as nature 
intended it to be. ■

RIGht: Ron with one of his homemade camera housings—
ahead of his time. photo courtesy of blue water, white death

“We now have a marine world 
as man has made it, not as 
nature intended it to be.”

Ron filming some clever sea lions. U/w technology proven on the field
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