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We just can’t help being 
fascinated, can we?  The 
other day while I was tidy-
ing up the attic, I stum-
bled across one of the old 
dusty boxes containing 
my old Lego-blocks and 
other childhood memora-
bilia, which also included 
a now mummified starfish. 
It instantaneously took 
me back to sweeter times 
when ice-cream cones 
were truly gigantic, and 
there were no mortages 
or Osama bin Ladens to 
worry about. 
Back in those less complicated 
times, life was pure joy, and days 
were happy on the sunny beach 
where we built sandcastles. We 
were full of cheerful curiosity, and 
we ran around bare-butted in the 
shallows with our small red buck-
ets catching starfish, shrimps and 
tiny crabs. I could almost smell the 
seaweed and taste the salty air 
again. 

But what, aside from the size of 
ice-cream cones, has changed, 
really? Decades later, I am now 
an adult, a responsible citizen and 
all that. But, first of all, I have to 
confess that I couldn’t help fid-
dling around with the good ol’ 
Legos for a while before snapping 
out it of again. And what about 
this thing with the crabs, the star-
fish and the sea? With the break-
ing waves and the rumbling surf?  
 I still love the beach. I am as 
fascinated and drawn towards 
the sea—that mystic realm—as I 
was as a child. Only now, I also 
have the option of donning a dive 
suit, which enables me to venture 
further and to experience even 
stranger creatures than the small 
sand shrimp that my childhood’s 
cheap mask-and-snorkel toy set 
allowed me to do. It still fills me 
with a sense of joy and fullfillment.
 I guess that the bottom line is 
that fascination and the urge 
to explore seems to be 
a fundamental char-
acteristic of being 
human. We watch 
the Discovery 
Channel and 
sci-fi movies. 

We admire the great explorers 
and ponder what mysteries lie 
beyond. And here’s the deal: 
When it comes to water and the 
deep blue realm, we can all be 
be explorers. A popular saying 
goes that more is known about 
the cosmos than is known about 
our oceans. While this may be 
just another urban myth, it is cer-
tainly true that even today, aston-
ishing creatures—weirder and 
more exotic than even the most 
advanced sci-fi movies could 
describe—are now being discov-
ered on a regular basis. Every day 
we live on this planet is a chance 
to get out and discover its awe-
inspiring beauty and diversity. ■

editorial
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We explore
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Note about Acrobat 6 
For MacIntoshes

New Job Opportunity

Malaysia, en blomstrande ekonomi och kultur
Malaysia är en nation på frammarsch. Endast i färgstarka 

Malaysia får du möjligheten att uppleva hela Asiens mångfald, 

allt på en plats. Malaysier, kineser, indier och övriga etniska

grupper – erbjuder besökaren en unik upplevelse med fl er 

sevärda platser än någon annan stans på jorden. Ljud, djurliv, 

dofter och smaker – upplev hela Asien i Malaysia.
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Huvudkontor: Kuala Lumpur Tel: +60-3 2615 8188 Fax: +60-3 2693 5884

Regionalt kontor: Stockholm: Klarabergsgatan 35, 2tr Box 131 101 22 Stockholm Tel: 08 24 99 00 Fax: 08 24 23 24

E-Post: mtpb.stockholm@tourism.gov.my Hemsida: www.malaysiaturist.net ; www.tourism.gov.my

Malaysia, a flowering economy and culture
Malaysia is a nation marching forward toward the future. Only in colorful Malaysia, do you get the opportunity to  
experience the full diversity of Asia all on one plate. Malayans, Chinese, Indians and other ethnic groups offer the 
visitor an unique experience with more places worth seeing than any other region on earth. Sounds, animal life, 
scents and tastes — experience the whole of Asia in Malaysia. 

Main office: Kuala Lumpur Tel. +60.3 2615 8188 Fax: +60.3 2693 5884
www.malaysiatourism.net; www.tourism.gov.my

Dive hoppen
Udstyr og Kurser i City

Gothersgade 159 · 1123 København K
Telefon 3332 3537

Åbningstider
Tirsdag til Fredag 11-18 · Lørdag 10-14 

Mandag Lukket

www.diveshoppen.dk

S
Ad sales consultants wanted 
X-RAY MAG is growing! The magazine is now read by 
thousands of readers in over 50 countries all over the 
globe including the U.S., U.K., Europe, Scandinavia, 
Canada, Mexico, Australia and Japan. We are 
expanding our staff and looking for new team mem-
bers. We seek highly motivated sales associates to 
sell ads for our issues and develop magazine sub-
scriptions. Attractive sales commission package. 
Knowledge of and experience in the dive and travel 
industry preferred, but not absolutely necessary. 
Contact us today: sales@xray-mag.com 

http://www.divedvd.com
http://www.malaysiatourism.net
http://www.malaysiatourism.net
http://www.diveshoppen.dk
mailto:sales@xray-mag.com
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NEWS
deep & current

News edited by
Peter Symes & 
Michael Symes

New rules brought in by the Red Sea 
Association for Diving and Watersports have 
set stricter requirements for liveaboard and 
day diving charter boats in Southern Egypt, 
and the divers who holiday aboard them. 
The new rules are as follows:

All Red Sea liveaboard dive charter boats 
need to provide:
•  One guide for every eight guests
•  One guide for surface support and  

supervision
•  All guides possessing a valid Red Sea 

Association professional ID card
•  All guides carrying an SMB, reflective  

mirror, strobe and torch

Guests on such holidays will need to:
•  Show evidence of at least 50 logged dives
•  Each carry an SMB and, within buddy 

pairs, possess at least one torch, even on 
morning dives

•  Possess medical certification 
of fitness to dive, issued less 
than one year before start 
of the trip

•  Possess diving accident 
insurance from a “reputable 
company”

All day-diving boats need to 
provide:

•  One guide for every ten 
divers, where the divers 
have at least 25 logged 
dives

•  One guide for every six 
divers, where divers have 
fewer than 25 logged dives

•  All guides possessing a valid 
Red Sea Association profes-
sional ID card

Day-diving guests will need to:
•  Present diving logbook and 

agency certification
•  Possess medical certification 

and accident insurance, as 
above

The Red Sea Association for 
Diving and Watersports, asso
ciation@redseaexperience.
com, welcome comments on 
the new regulations. ■

Scientists from NOAA has found a giant new species of black coral 
around the Channel Islands just off the megapolis of Los Angeles 
The discovery came during dives by the 
researchers from NOAA Fisheries in “Delta,” 
the submersible conducting a survey of rock-
fishes on deep rocky banks about 40 miles off 
the coast, west of Los Angeles. 
 The find of the new species, at depths from 
100m (300ft) to 220m (725 ft), is being pub-
lished this week in the online scientific jour-
nal Zootaxa  by taxonomist Dennis Opresko 
of Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Love 
have named the new species “Christmas 
Tree Coral” (dendochristos in Greek) since it 
grows to a height greater than two meters 
and resembles pink, white and red flocked 
Christmas trees.
 The complete scientific Greek name for the 

new coral is Antipathes dendrochristos. The 
word for black coral is “Anti” for against, and 
“pathos,” for disease, a reference to the fact 
that black coral amulets were once thought 
to provide protection against disease and 
evil spirits.
 Many of the deepwater reefs in southern 
California harbor remarkably healthy com-
munities of corals, sponges, and other large 
invertebrates. This may be the case because, 
historically, there has been relatively little 
trawling over reefs in our area. What we 
need to know is the role that these large 
invertebrates play as deep-water habitats for 
fishes and other marine life.”said Love. ■

New species of coral discovered off 
southern California

Tighter regulations for Red Sea boats and guests
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Due to a series of recent accidents, dive boats and 
divers enjoying the Red Sea must adhere to stricter 

safety regulations

mailto:association@redseaexperience.com
mailto:association@redseaexperience.com
mailto:association@redseaexperience.com
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/content.html
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/content.html
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NATO urged to 
reduce use of high-
intensity sonar
The powerful military alliance of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO), which 
includes USA,  
has been 
challenged to 
change how 
it conducts 
naval exer-
cises, in order 
to prevent 
needless injury 
and death to 
whales, por-
poises and 
other marine 
life.
 A coalition 

of international conservation organiza-
tions, representing millions of members, 
has sent a letter to NATO urging its mem-
ber states to reduce harm from high-
intensity sonar systems. These systems 
blast extraordinarily loud sound under-
water to locate submarines and surface 
vessels. Despite mounting evidence that 
it can devastate marine life, the use of it 
has been expanded by the United States 
Navy and other militaries. 
 Those petitioning NATO include 
NRDC (Natural Resources Defense 
Council), Green Cross International 
(headed by former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev), Humane Society 
International (HSI), the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), the 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society 
(WDCS), Ocean Futures Society and its 

founder Jean-Michel Cousteau. ■

Concerns about terrorist strikes by scuba 
divers were raised three years ago, after 
the FBI announced it was investigating 
whether al-Qaida operatives took scuba 
training to help blow up ships at anchor, 
power plants, bridges, depots or other 
waterfront targets. The US Coast Guard is 
therefore seeking to protect the nation’s 
ports from terrorist attacks by scuba 
divers with a sonar system so powerful it 
can distinguish swimmers from dolphins. 
Sonars have long been used aboard sub-
marines but apparently without sufficient 
resolution to tell divers and other objects 
apart. 

 The security device scans port waters, 
and alerts authorities on land, to any 
possible divers. A response boat then 
drops a second sonar below the surface 
for confirmation and sends back high-
resolution images of the diver. Instead 
of getting an alert from every sea lion, 
manatee or fish, this system will help iden-
tify objects as a diver who just got lost, or 
someone who intends on doing harm. 
 No detailed information was available 
on how the system differentiates humans 
from animals, how far away it can detect 
divers, or how many were being used. It 
is claimed that the device would only be 
deployed periodically, and that it could 
prove especially useful to inspect waters 
during major public events, like welcome 
ceremonies for military ships returning to 
port. ■

New internet tool for ocean 
colour data analysis
A new NASA Internet tool, called 
Giovanni, allows analysis of satellite-
derived ocean colour data. These data 
provide information about ocean biol-
ogy by looking at phytoplankton through 
changes in the colour of the ocean sur-
face. These changes are primarily due 
to the green chlorophyll contained in 
phytoplankton, free-floating plants that 
are the foundation of the ocean’s food 
chain.
 Three Giovanni tutorials are now avail-
able, demonstrating research with ocean 
color data. 
 The first tutorial looks at the chlorophyll 
patterns in the Gulf of Panama which 
has a seasonal pattern caused by strong 
winds that blow through the Panama 
Canal Zone in winter. The winds mix nutri-
ents from deeper waters to the surface, 
promoting phytoplankton growth. As 
expected, the strong 1997-1998 El Niño 
reduced the productivity of the phyto-
plankton in this region. In the summer of 
2001, however, there were short bursts 
of higher productivity not seen in other 
years. 

 The second tutorial 
investigates the Red Sea, 
which has two seasonal 
patterns, one in the north 
and another in the south. 
However, a very small 
area of relatively high 
chlorophyll concentra-
tions was also seen near 
the Egyptian coast. It 
looked like a small river 
was entering the Red 
Sea, but there aren’t any 
rivers near here. It was found that this 
area was associated with a large coral 
reef complex on the Red Sea coast.
 A third tutorial examines the California 
coast near Monterey Bay, and discusses 
the influence of clouds on the data. ■ 
 
For more information on this release:
For the Ocean Color Time-Series Online 
Visualization and Analysis System, please 
visit: reason.gsfc.nasa.gov/Giovanni

Mi’kmaq artifacts found  
in Nova Scotia 
During repairs last summer to generat-
ing stations on the Mersey River, near 
Kejimkujik National Park, water levels 
dropped, exposing the riverbed for 
the first time since dams were built 70 
years ago. Suddenly hundreds of arrow-
heads and tools, some 8 000 years old, 
appeared in the mud.
 There was already a real, func-
tioning civilization here before the 
Europeans began to come en masse, 
but the evidence for this has mostly been 
destroyed. Then, suddenly, here was 
substantial evidence at hand. Pottery 
fragments, spear points, knives and other 
items were found around 109 ancient 

campsites. 
And one 
barbed 
harpoon 
appeared to 
have been 
used to spear 
salmon and 
eels 3 000 
years ago.
 Although the discovery was kept a 
secret, the RCMP was brought in to con-
trol looting, since the artifacts were lying 
on the surface. The discovered artifacts 
have now been placed in a museum, 
and the Mersey River encampments are 
now once again under water. ■

news
Edited by  
Peter Symes & 
Michael Symes

Treasure trove of  
underwater arrowheads

US Coast Guard 
to protect ports 
from scuba divers
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U.S. Coast Guard patrols American ports
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Ocean color data reveals green pigment of chlorophyll contained in 
phytoplankton found in the ocean
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Hull-mounted multibeam sonar 

http://reason.gsfc.nasa.gov/Giovanni


7 X-RAY MAG : 4 : 2005      EDITORIAL     FEATURES     TRAVEL     NEWS     EQUIPMENT     BOOKS     SCIENCE & ECOLOGY     EDUCATION     PROFILES     PORTFOLIO     CLASSIFIED

The unusual feeding behaviour of a shal-
low-water crab that lives off Kueishan 
Island, part of the Okinawa Arc, has now 
been explained. Scientists discovered 
that crabs of diverse sizes feed on vast 
numbers of zooplankton that are killed 
by toxic plumes emitted from underwater 
vents. The vent discharges are sulphur-
rich and highly acidic, with pH levels of 
between 1.75 and 4.60, and tempera-
tures of 65°C to 116°C.
 Jeng Ming-shiou, a zoologist from 
Academia Sinica’s Institute of Zoology, 
said that he had been observing the 
behaviour of the hydrothermal vent crab, 
Xenograpsus testudinatus, since 1999. 

 In periods of calm 
water, thousands of 
crabs were observed 
swarming out in a feeding frenzy on the 
sea floor over an area of a few square 
meters. It is estimated the population 
density of the crab exceeds 364 per 
square meter, in waters ranging from 
3m to 30m deep. The unusually massive, 
dense crab population was what first 
motivated the research. What are the 
crabs feeding on, and how could the 
ecosystem support such a substantial 
crab population? 
 After five years were spent on observ-
ing the crabs underwater, dissection of 

crab specimens revealed that their guts 
were full of zooplankton. It was therefore 
concluded that the crabs were feeding 
on zooplankton.
 Jeng stated that the swarming behav-
iour is seen only during periods of calm 
water, when the mass of descending 
zooplankton has the appearance of fall-
ing snow. The crabs time their foraging to 
coincide with these marine “snow falls” in 
order to maximize their efficiency in har-
vesting the plankton. ■

Indigenous communities 
band together to conserve 
sea life
Northern Australian Aboriginal 
communities are working together 
to develop conservation plans 
for dugongs and turtles, and the 
Federal Government has allocated 
$3.8 million over the next three 
years towards this purpose.
 The North Australia Indigenous 
Land and Sea Management 
Alliance (NAILSMA) stated that 
some Aboriginal communities were 
already involved in collecting dis-
carded fishing nets in which dug-
ongs and turtles become trapped.
 It is intended to extend these types of initia-
tives across northern Australia, to include the 

Kimberleys, the Northern Territory, the Torres 
Strait and Cape York. ■

Conservation plans for dugongs & turtles

Sharks appear to have fled the area 
as hurricanes battered Florida last 
year, causing a big drop in shark 
attacks in the state that usually has a 
third of the world’s annual total. It is 
thought that the drop in Florida was 
due to the large number of strong hur-
ricanes and a tropical storm.
 Florida normally has more shark 
attacks than most other places 
because its long coastline, dense 
population and year-round swimming 
frequently bring sharks and people 
together. Last year, however, Florida 
had only 12 shark attacks, compared 
with 30 in 2003. 

 The total number of shark 
attacks in American waters 
fell to 30 last year, being the 
lowest number in a decade 
peaking at 52 attacks in 
2000.
 Worldwide, 61 shark 
attacks were reported last 
year, slightly more than the 
57 counted in 2003, but 
below the three previous years, when 
the total ranged from 63 to 78. Seven 
of last year’s attacks were fatal - two 
in Australia and one each in Brazil, 
California, Egypt, Hawaii, and South 
Africa. ■

Now, after more than four 
months of filing the proper 
paperwork, a diving ves-
sel, the White Manta, has 

finally made its journey 
back to Singapore. The 
White Manta, owned by 
Vincent Chew, was inter-
cepted and detained by 
the Indonesian Navy last 
October for illegal entry.
 Mr Chew, a dive opera-
tor, very nearly lost his liveli-
hood when a diving trip 
turned into a nightmare. 

Thirty of his diving custom-
ers were stranded after his 
boat was intercepted by 
the Indonesian Navy.
 The boat was final-
ly released after being 
charged with a minor 
offence.
 Now that the boat is back 
in business, its owners are 
happy to be able to start 
sailing again. But the lost 
time has meant lost busi-
ness in those four months, 
for the dive operator could 
have had at least 16 dive 
trips during the weekends. 
During the peak season, 
there would be about 30 
divers on board. But with 
the boat held at Tanjong 
Pinang, Mr Chew lost hun-
dreds of customers and 
thousands of dollars more 
in income. He hopes to 
get his boat ship-shape in 

time to start sailing again 
in early March, stating that 
they now had proper sail-
ing and diving permits to 
enter Indonesian waters. 
 There are lessons to 
learned from this, especial-
ly for the European divers 
who work here. They need 
to have a visa to enter 
Indonesia prior to the trip. 
■

Lessons Learned
“Especially the 

European divers who 
work here, they need 

to have a visa to enter 
Indonesia prior to 
the trip. We have 

proper sailing and div-
ing permits to enter 
Indonesian waters,” 

Mr Chew said. 

Diving vessel home after 4-month 
detention in Indonesia 
Lessons to be learned by European divers

news
Edited by  
Peter Symes & 
Michael Symes
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Hammerhead shark
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The White Manta back in port

Sharks appear to flee hurricanes

Crabs dine on ‘snowfall’ of zooplankton
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Deep-Sea HD TV 
 
The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is 
converting a 224-foot Navy ship into a 
science research vessel that will pro-
duce high-definition video from the 
bottom of the sea. The USNS Capable 
will be the only ship with a dedicated 
science-class deep-ocean robot, or 
remotely-operated vehicle (ROV).
 In the new setup, a tow sled will 
descend on 6000 meters of cable. 
Thirty meters of separate cable will 
connect the tow sled to a mobile ROV 
that can take samples of the water, 
along with collecting other data and 
images. The cable will send data back 
and forth and provide power for bright 
lights. 
 Through high-speed Internet 2 con-
nections, scientists onshore at special 
Science Command Centers will be 
able to exchange data, and see deep-
ocean images and specimens taken 
by ROVs at the same time as their 
counterparts on the ship.
 With 71 percent of the Earth covered 
by ocean, and with 95 percent of that 
unexplored and unseen by human 
eyes, a good part of the ship’s mission 
will be to just find out what’s actually 
out there. 
 The conversion is expected to be 
completed within 18 months. ■

Ecologically sensitive 
areas to be mapped 
A blueprint being drawn up on 
the country’s 4800 km shoreline 
will map out every ecologi-
cally sensitive area which should 
remain out of bounds to devel-
opment by state governments. 
The integrated shoreline man-
agement plan would identify 
every aspect of the coastline for 
development, tourism and even 
conservation. It would ensure 
that state governments avoid 
destroying sensitive areas like 

archaeological sites, and not 
disturb critical natural areas. 
 Coastlines and land 5 km 
inland are being studied to 
develop the blueprint, which 
will specify what these pieces of 
land can be used for. 
 Local authorities considering 
any projects along the coast 
would first have to consult 
the blueprint long before the 
subject of an Environmental 
Impact Assessment arises. With 
this document, local authorities 
can straight away tell whether 

the area being proposed is 
suitable or not. An example 
is the Tioman marina project 
where development was 
allowed on an environmen-
tally sensitive area. It was 
thought that some might 
want Tioman island to be 
preserved for its nature while 
others may want to develop 
infrastructure to accom-
modate tourists who head 
there. An attempt will be 
marry the two and at the 
same time, not disturb the 

environment. 
 Besides environmentally sensi-
tive areas, the blueprint would 
also map out sensitive areas like 
archaeological sites to prevent 
their destruction. For example, 
the inventory has been started 
on the coast of northern Pahang 
and includes archaeological 
shipwrecks like the HMS Repulse 
and HMS Prince of Wales off the 
east coast of the peninsula. 
 The blueprint also covered 
the shorelines of Sabah and 
Sarawak.  ■

Mapping, mapping, mapping...

Following new investment and 
collaboration, scientists in the 
School of Earth, Ocean and 
Planetary Science at Cardiff 
University will be able to view 
the seabed in great 3-D 
detail.
 The University has recently 
invested over £200,000 in 
seabed mapping technol-
ogy from Science Research 
Investment Fund (SRIF). The 
impact of this has been 
enhanced by a further 
£50,000 sponsorship in com-

puter software 
and hardware 
provided by 
CodaOctopus, 
an interna-
tionally rec-
ognised 
company 
specialis-
ing in 
under-
water 
tech-
nologies for 
imaging, map-

ping, defence and survey. 
CodaOctopus has a strong 

tradition of bringing sci-
entific research into 

commercial 
applications.
 Little is known 

about the sea 
around Wales, 

and the new 
CodaOctopus 

laboratory will map 
extensive areas off 

the coast of Wales to 
create a virtual real-

ity image, allowing scientists 
to walk the sea bed from the 
laboratory. It features novel 
3-D methods to map the 
seabed, addressing risks in 
terms of marine security, the 
environment and health and 
safety. 
 This collaboration will pro-
vide visualisation of the sea-
bed for scientists and strategic 
decision makers for purposes 
of renewable energy, port 
operations, dredging and 
environmental protection. ■

Mapping the underwater world in 3-D

Blueprinting the Malaysian shoreline

news
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It has been reported by the Yale School of 
Medicine that tributyltin oxide (TBTO), an 
active component in antifouling paints for 
ships, affects the mechanical activity of the 
outer hair cells of whales. These outer cells 
modulate and boost incoming sound energy 
to the inner hair cells. 
 TBTO is known to damage the immune 
system and the hormonal system of marine 
mammals. However, this is the first time it 
has been demonstrated that TBTO could 
be working directly on the auditory system. 
Mammals are the only group of animals that 
have outer hair cells.
 Sensitive hearing in mammals relies on 
cochlear amplification resulting from the 
mechanical activation of outer hair cells. In 
guinea pigs, a rapid and profound effect of 
TBTO was found on the outer hair cells, where 
chloride ion exchange was affected across 
the outer hair cell membrane. TBTO bypasses 
the normal chloride ion pathway, thereby 
altering the ion’s modulating effects of the 
protein prestin, and this may degrade coch-
lear amplification.
 This observation identifies a new environ-
mental threat for marine mammals by TBTO, 
which is known to accumulate in the food 
chain. ■

Scientists consider coral reef to be the 
‘tropical forest of the sea’, because it has a 
complete ecology and makes up an impor-
tant element of underwater life. However, 
increased demand and over-fishing could 
mean the end of Vietnam’s coral reefs, 
which could be exhausted in as soon as 20 
years. Approximately 80 % of coral off the 
nation’s coast is threatened, the main dan-
gers being over-fishing, shrimp breeding and, 
in particular, coral exploitation for trade. 
Vietnamese coral earns a lot in foreign mar-
kets.
 In the past, residents left the coral alone, 
but times have changed due to increas-
ing demand. It has become fashionable 
to use coral for house decoration, and the 
trend has lead to a damaging coral trade in 

coastal areas. Shrimp farmers also use coral 
to make limestone for cleaning their shrimp 
cages. 
 Unfortunately, coral protection in some 
preservation areas has not been imple-
mented seriously or effectively. So, while sci-
entists at Vietnam’s Oceanography Institute 
are working to protect coral reef, products 
made of coral appear along coastal areas 
all the way from Da Nang city to Binh Thuan 
Province. And in some cases, coral is trans-
ported to HCM City for export. 
 Coral exploitation will hurt marine life and 
habitat, as well as fish breeding, according to 
the Oceanography Institute. The organisation 
also predicts negative effects on the coastal 
ecology in central and southern areas of the 
country. ■

Coral trade threatens marine life

Over the past decade, the coral and sea-
grass ecosystem in central Vietnam has 
been adversely affected by the heavy use 
of dynamite and electric-
ity by fishermen, and also 
by pollution from different 
sources. Methods have 
therefore been developed 
at the Vietnam Institute of 
Oceanography, to replen-
ish much of the coral 
reef and sea grass off the 
coasts of central Vietnam.
 For coral replenishment, 
coral seeds are planted 
in dead reefs at strategic 
locations. Another, more 
expensive and labour-
intensive method, which 
creates conditions similar 
to the natural environment, 
grows coral on iron stakes 
in a cement foundation.
 Seagrass helps prevent 

erosion, acts as a polluting filter, and provides 
an environment where hundreds of kinds of 
marine animals live, grow and reproduce, 

and is therefore con-
sidered an important 
biological component 
in the sea eco-system. 
The institute therefore 
began studying sea-
grass in 1997, and later 
developed successful 
methods of re-plant-
ing it. 
 The research was 
carried out under 
a larger national 
project whose aim is to 
improve the sea envi-
ronment for aquatic 
breeding, and to pro-
tect and restore the 
ecosystem for coral 
reef and sea grass. ■

A report published by the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) shows that 13 out of the 16 marine 
species in the 
seas around 
Britain are in 
decline. Species 
that may disap-
pear include 
the leatherback 
turtle, the native 
oyster and the 
pink sea fan. The 
report highlights 
the increasing 
demand on the 
seas around 
Britain and their marine life from trawling, 
dredging, and excavation from the bottom 
of the sea. Horse mussel beds create a habi-

tat for about 100 other 
species, but they are 
being destroyed by scal-
lop dredging.
 The decline in cod has 
been well publicised, 
but skate have also 
been hit. Not a single 
example of the spe-
cies was uncovered in 

the survey. However, the 
WWF is most worried that habitats that are 
the basis of marine life are being destroyed. 
It blames inadequate planning and poor 
management by the authorities. Overfishing, 

the dredging of the seabed for minerals and 
the increased traffic in shipping lanes are 

all taking a heavy toll 
beneath the surface.
 The pink sea fan 
coral, Eunicella ver-
rucosa, is declining in 
the least likely place 
- England’s only natu-
ral marine reserve, off 
the coast of the island 
of Lundy in the Bristol 
Channel, whose waters 
should be among the 
most protected in the 
world. 

 Tony Blair has signalled his support for a 
new marine bill to modernise the way Britain 
manages its marine environment. The bill is 
likely to create a new agency with powers 
to crack down on illegal fishing. ■

Most species are in decline in British seas
UK prime minister Tony Blair calls for a new marine bill
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Leatherback Turtle

Pink Sea Fan

Native Oyster

Vietnam Ocean Institute helps 
replenish seagrass and coral

Antifouling 
paints may cause  
hearing difficulties in 
marine mammals
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Swedish scientists warn that the Baltic 
is much more polluted than previous-
ly thought. If the eco-system is to be 
saved, it may be necessary to give 
the sea ‘artificial respiration’. 
 It is stated by the Swedish Council 
for the Environment that the situation 
is so serious that the eco-system of 
the Baltic has probably completely 
broken down. It is believed that 
decades of attempting to improve 
the water environment of the Baltic 
by reducing the release of nitrogen 
and phosphorous compounds, have 
been without effect. On the contrary, 
the eco-system has in fact has even 
deteriorated in the deep, central sea 
areas. 
 If the Baltic is to be saved then the 
supply of nitrogen and phosphorous 
must be brought down to the level 
at which it was before the advent of 

the auto-
mobile, 
artificial 
manure, 
and 
industrialisation at the end of the 
1800’s.
 Ragnar Elmgren, professor in the 
ecology of the Baltic at the University 
of Stockholm, states that in order to 
rescue the Baltic it might be neces-
sary to use a form of artificial respi-
ration in which oxygen is pumped 
down into the depths. 
 The Swedish Environmental Minister 
acknowledges the problems with the 
Baltic, stating that current voluntary 
international agreements must be 
replaced by binding agreements 
within the EU. All the countries around 
the Baltic, with the exception of 
Russia, are now members of the EU. ■

 
Underwater excavations have been started 
on the remains of an ancient city, uncovered 
by the recent Asian tsunami, near the coastal 
town of Mahabalipuram, 50 km south of 
Madras, India. Mahabalipuram is already well 
known for its ancient, intricately carved shore 
temples. According to early British travel writ-
ers, the area was also home to seven pago-
das, six of which were submerged by the sea.
 After the tsunami had hit the coast, the 
force of the water removed sand depos-
its that had covered the structures. Three, 
two meter high, rocky structures include an 
elaborately carved head of an elephant 
and a horse in flight. Above the elephant’s 
head is a small square-shaped niche with a 
carved statue of a deity. Another structure 
uncovered by the tsunami has a reclining lion 
sculpted on it. Lions, elephants and peacocks 
were commonly used to decorate walls and 
temples during the Pallava period in the sev-
enth and eighth centuries. The structures thus 
appear to belong to a port city built in the 
seventh century. 
 The tsunami has also exposed a bas relief 
which appears to be part of a temple wall or 

a portion of the ancient port city. ■

Tsunami uncovered 
Ancient Indian City

Divers to look for 
Krishna’s Bet Dwarka
The Dwarka of Lord Krishna was 
long believed to exist only in the 
realm of mythology, before the 
Archeological Survey of India 
conclusively proved its existence 
on the basis of underwater find-
ings. A sports firm, Adventure 
Sports Limited, bringing Gujarat’s 
first scuba diving project near Bet 
Dwarka, will combine fun and 

archaeology in two 
projects as divers 
can look for the 
Lord’s abode. 
 The first project 
concerns scuba div-
ing off Bet Dwarka, 
or Shankhodar, the 
island on which 
Dwarka is located, 
with a centre for 
scuba diving in the 
Marine National 
Sanctuary. It will be 
the first time that 
people will get a chance to differ-
entiate between mythology and 
history. Research has proved the 
existence of the original Dwarka, 
and with remains of a walled 
city and remains of pottery still 
found underwater, divers will get 
a chance to observe ancient 
remains.
 The second project concerns 
diving facility centres on Ajod 
Island, 13 km from the mainland. 
Adventure Sports Limited is launch-

ing scuba diving facilities which will 
enable the divers to glimpse the 
underwater Bet Dwarka. The firm 
will provide the necessary scuba 
diving equipment, as well as train-
ing, if required, to participants as 
part of packages of varying dura-
tions. International certification 
programmes will be conducted. 
Lodging and boarding facilities 
will be provided at the island. The 
project will work both as a training 
and certification centre and as a 
diving facility centre. ■

Baltic Sea in 
bad condition
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Artificial respiration might be 
needed
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Dive shows
news

Edited by  
Peter Symes & 
Michael Symes

Moscow Diveshow
With the Russian capital still covered in snow the third 
international annual Moscow Dive Festival took place 
in the Olimpiyusky Sports Complex during the fours 
days between February 24-27. 
 More than 12,000 visitors came to see what the 
171 exhibiting companies and the beautiful under-
water realm had to offer in various places aided by 
the film festival and other events. Many of this years 
exhibitors came from foreign countries such as Egypt, 
Australia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Thailand and 
the Maldives and DEMAs presi-
dent Bob Hollis also visited. 
 A growth in the number of 
certified divers by more than 
10,000 is a remarkable result for 
a nation that not so long ago 
was a closed country.  This suc-
cessful exhibition with its large 
number of attendees is a clear 
testimony to the fact that Russia 
also on this area are becoming 
an interesting growth marked for 
investors in the diving industry as 
Russians are gaining influence 
and presence in  the global 
scuba diving industry.
   In contrast to the crisis 
elsewhere in the industry 
Russian divers are ready 
and willing to pay for the 
best diving equipment 
available and for exotic 
dive trips all over our 
watery globe.

www.exposport.ru 

Reporting by 
Andrey Bizyukin
 

Salón de la Inmersíon 
Lately, many of the biggest 
brands have been absent from 
many of the international dive 
shows and Spain proved to be 
no exception. Only Aqualung, 
Poseidon and Beuchat were 
present at the “Salón de la 
Inmersión” dving show in 
Barcelona. Nonetheless, the show 
was a success because of the 
overall growth in numbers of both 
exhibitors as well as attendees. In 
its sixth edition, this 3-day show, 
had more than 15.000 visitors, an 
clear indicator that the diving 
industry in Spain is in good health.

Among the highlights of the show 
were the many exhibitors repre-
senting technical diving, some-
thing that was underdeveloped 
in Spain only few years ago but 
now seems to have grown into 
an important market. For the first 
time different rebreathers were 
on display. And Dive Rite, one of 
the leaders in technical diving 
equipment, exhibited at 
the De Profundis stand 
together with Green 
Force, the Belgian torch 
maker who demon-
strated the latest devel-
opments in LED lighting. 
One of the best stands 
of the show, however, 
was the Ralf Tech stand 
where we saw the nice 

collection of dive bags and other 
interesting products that they dis-
tribute in Spain, like the impressive 
range of Atomic regulators. 

Also worth noting is the contin-
ued growth in the number of 
present travel agencies. Two 
years ago there were just three 
important dive travel agencies 
at the show, but this year eight 
were present a clear indication 
that also Spanish divers are travel-
ling more and more every year.  
The hottest destinations were the 
Red Sea, Maldives, Galápagos 
and Indonesia, but a few agen-
cies showed some exceptional 
trips like a trip to Antartica, which 
is something completely new for 
Spanish divers.

Most of the space were occu-
pied by dive centers. Their sec-
tion gets bigger at every show 
which shows how attractive the 
Spanish coast is.  The Canary 

Islands had the biggest rep-
resentation with dive centres 
coming from all seven islands 
(Tenerife, Gomera, Lanzarote, 
Fuerteventura, El Hierro, La Palma 
and Gran Canaria). The Spanish 
Mediterranean coast was also 
well represented. We found a 
large quantity of diving centres 
from the Costa Brava (North of 
Barcelona), Alicante, Murcia and 
the Balearic Islands, some of the 

most popular Spanish des-
tinations. 
 It seems that the organ-
izers are planning more 
activities next year in 
order to attract more 
visitors and make the big 
brands to exhibit again. 

Reporting by Jordi Chias 

Barcelona, Spain

     EDITORIAL     FEATURES     TRAVEL     NEWS     EQUIPMENT     BOOKS     SCIENCE & ECOLOGY     EDUCATION     PROFILES     PORTFOLIO     CLASSIFIED

http://www.exposport.ru/eng/index.html


12 X-RAY MAG : 4 : 2005      EDITORIAL     FEATURES     TRAVEL     NEWS     EQUIPMENT     BOOKS     SCIENCE & ECOLOGY     EDUCATION     PROFILES     PORTFOLIO     CLASSIFIED

Antarctic iceshelves collapsing
about 80 percent since 
1979, correlating with a 
drop of at least 30 days 
in the duration of sea ice 
in the crustacean’s main 
breeding ground here. 
 Open water is bad for 
krill because there is less 
food. The food is on the 
sea ice, so, with the ice 
melting earlier, there’s less 
time for the krill to feed.

Penguins and 
whales affected 
 
Changes in the krill 
population will have 
profound implications for 
the Southern Ocean food 
web. Penguins, albatrosses, 
seals and whales have wide foraging 
ranges, but are prone to krill shortage. 
Thus, even a small increase in sea 
temperature could dramatically affect a 
host of marine creatures, stated Professor 
Lloyd Peck, a scuba-diving expert on the 
strange fauna of the south polar seabed.
 When you have low krill stocks penguins 
die, and they die when their chicks get to 
fledgling age. The time when the chicks 

need food most is just when they are 
about to go to sea. If the food 
supply is not enough, you can 
have up to 99% mortality in a 
couple of weeks. Thus, if one 
of the key species in the sys-
tem goes, then very quickly you 
can lose a lot of the whole sys-
tem. For example, fishery areas 
around the Antarctic would be 
affected.

Decline in krill associated with 
loss of Antarctic ice 
 
The western Antarctic Peninsula is one of 
the world’s fastest warming areas, and, 
atypically for the southern ocean, winter 
sea-ice duration is shortening here. Key 
spawning and nursery areas of krill are 
thus located in a region that is sensitive 
to environmental change.
 A decline in numbers of the crusta-
cean krill will pose a risk to other marine 
wildlife that feed on it. Krill, Euphausia 
Superba, is a shrimp-like crustacean that 
grows to a length of about 6 centim-
eters and can live for five to six years, 
and flourish in their billions. In winter, krill 
depend on thick mats of green algae 
that flourish on the underside of ice 
shelves which extend out of the polar 
darkness into the sub-Antarctic light. 
As the oceans warm, the winter ice will 
retreat, and the algae will vanish.
Angus Atkinson of the British Antarctic 
Survey has stated that the amount of krill 
in the southwest Atlantic has fallen by 

  The Antarctic conti-
nent is still cold, but the 
Antarctic peninsula has 
warmed by up to 3°C in 
the last 50 years. There 
have been big losses of 
ice shelves and glaciers, 
recession of ice, and 
new habitable areas 
for animals have thus 
appeared, with grass 
and mosses. Seals and 
penguins are adapted 
to dramatic seasonal 
changes in temperature 
and travel huge distanc-
es for food. But polar life 
is unforgiving, and small 
cyclical shifts in tem-
peratures in the equato-

rial Pacific already cause 
huge losses to penguin colonies further 
south.

Human life could also be 
seriously affected 
 
Human life, of course, depends critically 
on a healthy sea life. However, there is 
also the effect of increasing sea levels. 
If findings of a team led by Prof Duncan 
Wingham at UCL turn out to be correct, 
predictions about sea level rises in 
the next century may have to revised 
upwards significantly. Renewed emphasis 
has been placed on the expansion of 
the oceans caused by warming, and 
has shown that the effects of shrinking 
Antarctic ice are minimal, though they 
may soon be significant.
 Many millions of people live in areas 
within one metre of the sea level. If ► 

Under Antarctic Ice:  
The Photographs of Norbert Wu
by Jim Mastro and 
Norbert Wu 
Hardcover: 176 pages
Publisher: University of 
California Press 
(September 1, 2004)  
ISBN: 0520235045
See Books Section...
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The global warming trend poses a threat to several marine species, such as penguins, whales and 
seals, by reducing food sources dependent on Antarctic iceshelves which are collapsing
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The seaward edge of the float-
ing Ross Ice Shelf 
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models of the thermal expansion of the 
ocean due to global warming are cor-
rect, they could all be under water in 
two centuries. Over the next 100 years, it 
is estimated that this thermal expansion 
will elevate sea levels by 49cm. But new 
findings indicate that thermal expansion 
may have already had a much bigger 
impact on sea levels.
 New data show that over the past 100 
years sea levels have risen about 18cm. 
Previously it had been assumed that the 
shrinking ice sheet could have contrib-
uted as much as 14cm. If this scenario 
had proved correct, the height of the 
Antarctic Ice Sheet should be falling by 
about 5cm a year. But these estimates 
were largely based on very sparse 
ground measurements. A more accurate 

estimate has come by using signals from 
two satellites to measure the thickness 
of the ice to within half a centimetre. 
Measurements taken over five years cut 
the contribution of Antarctic ice from 
14cm to 1.7cm.
 The results support the view that global 
warming has so far caused sea levels to 
rise by thermal expansion, with other fac-
tors, such as melting mountain glaciers 
and the pumping out of groundwater, 
probably being of minor significance. ■
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The Kairos Company Ltd. is to 
launch a new concept of diving 
oceanographic expeditions for 
all in the Mozambique Channel 
(Tanzania, Mozambique, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Comores islands)
The concept is to organise five expeditions 
a year, for a two months period each, 
with the help of an expedition leader 
and a highly qualified crew, writes the 
Tanzania-based Kairos Company in a 
newsrelease. Each expedition is divided 
into periods of 7 days, enabling divers to 
team up with specialists, scientists and 
professional divers. The Kairos Company 
uses a real oceanographic research vessel 
equipped with a large set of professional 
devices such as Sony PD150 DV camera, 
Extrem’Vision camera houses, 200w HMI 
spotlights, rebreathers, facial masks with 
underwater communication system, 
scooters, facial masks, Nitrox, Trimix, 
oceanographic winches, and more.

These expeditions targets divers looking 
for a new type of active holidays and 
something  from classical liveaboards 
such as real expeditions. 

The first expedition (June and July 2005) is 
lead by Jean Marc Bour who worked with 
different film makers such as Luc Besson 
(The Big Blue) and Jean-Michel Cousteau 
(White Sharks in South Africa, without 
cage). The objective of this expedition is 
the making of a TV documentary about 
Indian Ocean South Equatorial Currents 
(SEC) and their effects on the marine 
species. 

Departures for divers (1 week) are 
available from Dar Es Salaam (Tanzania) 
from May 29 to Aug 7. New expeditions 
about unexplored wrecks and marine life 
studies will be scheduled very soon. More 
information is available on the website:  
www.thekairoscompany.com or at their 
Paris-based agent Catherine Dulin tel 
(+33( 6 21 04 00 50 or catherine@thekairos
company.com ■

New exiciting diving-expedition liveaboard in 
the Mozambique Channel in the making
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Adventure Week is for all lev-
els of fitness and experience to 
share what they love most in the 
tropical elements of Cayman. 
 
The Caymanian love of nature and inher-
ent sensibility has ensured that large 
expanses of Cayman is untouched and 
protected by the National Trust.  For you, 
this means that the many activities avail-
able – snorkelling, kayaking, bike trailing, 
diving, geocaching and dry-caving  – 
are held in some quite extraordinary sur-
roundings, including the turquoise crystal 
blue waters that are the signature of the 
Cayman Islands.
 “The geography on Cayman gives 
us the perfect opportunity to introduce 
Geocaching or GPS Stash Hunt as part 
of this Adventure Week”, stated Steve 
Broadbelt co-owner of Ocean Frontiers, 
one of Cayman’s leading Dive Centres 
and co-arranger of Adventure Week. 
  “Geocaching is an entertaining 
adventure game.  The basic idea is 
that caches have been sent up all over 

Cayman, with the location of these cash-
es found on the Internet.  GPS users can 
then use the location co-ordinates to find 
the caches. Once found, a cache may 
provide the visitor with a wide variety of 
rewards.  Participating in Geocaching is 
deceptively easy.  It’s one thing to see 
where an item is; it’s a totally different 
story to actually get there.  You can geo-
cach both above and below the water!
 The topside ambience and marine 
wilderness that defines the East End is 
definitely reason enough to venture off 
the beaten track when visiting Grand 
Cayman.  You will be exposed to the 
best coral reefs and the best wall diving 
in the Caribbean in a safe, enjoyable 
and relaxing atmosphere with profession-
al, courteous service and ecologically 
minded staff.  And all tours are operated 
by certified and experienced guides or 
instructors, trained in rescue and first aid. 
For more information check out these 
web sites: 
 www.oceanfrontiers.com  
 www.compasspoint.ky  
 www.ecoventures.ky ■

“No experience is needed” 
 

Grand Cayman Adventure Week 
30th April – 7th May 
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Changes in the dive training industry...

Although PSAI may not be 
as well known as some 
other training agencies, 
key personnel at PSAI 
have a long accomplished 
history in the diving indus-
try, and this quality contin-
ues with Dave Crockford.  
 
Crockford has been instrumental in 
developing a wide range of stand-
ards for acceptance within the EU 
as well as involvement with Police 
Diving Teams, Scuba Industries Trade 
Association and the Health & Safety 
Executive.  Dave has also acted as 
an Equipment Diving Techniques 
Expert Witness for many of Her 
Majesty’s Coroners over the last 
15 years.  This key inquest role has 

included the use of rebreath-
ers.  In addition, Dave brings 
a wealth of background from 

his previous engineering and diving 
and rebreather research experi-
ences with Maurice Cross at DDRC 
(Diving Diseases Research Centre) 
and technical diving advisory with 
British Sub Aqua Club.
 At PSAI Crockford will be responsi-
ble for all forms of business develop-
ment and technical operations.  He 
joins Mike Ange, VP of the Americas, 
in bringing the proven PSAI pro-
gramme to all interested divers and 
professionals alike.
 “I am looking forward to this new 
challenge”, stated Dave Crockford.  
“Hal Watts maintains an incred-
ible track record and still so keen 
to learn from others. His philosophy 
of The ‘Safety-Integrity-Knowledge’ 
Golden Triangle still holds true 20 
years after introducing it.  That 
spirit, along with fun and the shared 
experience, reminds me just why I 
go diving in our wonderful temper-
ate waters!  Performance based 

diving and truly international sup-
port text will be such powerful tools 
for the discerning professional I just 
had to say yes!”  

After more than a decade 
of technical training and 
setting up IANTD UK Kevin 
Gurr has now passed 
the baton on to Simon 
Pridmore.
In the early 90’s Kevin Gurr set up 
IANTD UK (International Association of 
Nitrox and Technical Divers), as the 
first technical diver training agency in 
Europe. 
  Simon Pridmore has been involved 
in diving since 1981 and is no 
stranger to IANTD, having run IANTD 
Micronesia, with dive centres in such 
exotic destinations as Truk, Palau, 
Pohnpei, Saipan and Majuro.  As 
such Simon brings to IANTD UK a 
wealth of experience in the fields of 
customer service and professional 
management.  
 “My primary aim is to maintain and 
enhance IANTD’s reputation as a 
pioneering body at the very top of 
this sport.  IANTD’s name was made 
through its place at the forefront of 
Technical diving” says Simon.

IANTD UK can be contacted by email 
on iantdsales@aol.com 
or telephone +44 (0)1202 – 840 366 ■

Dave Crockford named European 
Vice President for Professional Scuba 
Association International

FROM LEFT: PSAI founder Hal Watts, new VP Dave Crockford  
and PSAI President Joe Odom 

PSAI is known in 
Europe through 

a small but dedi-
cated group of 
instructors, but 
now, with Dave 

on board, this will 
bring to the fore 

the true impact of 
performance based 

certification.”
 

Hall Watts,
PSAI Founder

Founded by Hall Watts in 1962, 
the Professional Scuba Association 
International is one of the oldest 
scuba instructional training agen-
cies in the world. For many years 
it was a small, specialized organi-
zation that was predominantly 
involved with diving training associ-
ated with extended range diving. 
Hall Watts has always been dedi-

cated to developing 
proven, effective 
diving techniques 
for dives to depths 
greater than the 
normal recreational 
range of 40 meters.  
Thus, in 1968, using 
the methods he 
developed, Hal set 
the World’s Record 
Depth by diving to 

119 meters (390 feet). In 1970, Hal 
wrote and copyrighted the first 
manual for Extended Range Deep 
Diving for instructors. 
Little known facts include that he 
developed and coined the term 
“octopus” for the additional sec-
ond stage, to eliminate problems 
associated with buddy breath-
ing. Rather than sharing a single 
regulator, which was the stand-
ard practise in “the old days” , 
today where we simply pass the 
“octopus”! Another contribution 
to safety awareness is his devo-
tion to dive planning. The common 
phrase “Plan your dive, Dive your 
Plan”  have also ben coined by Hal 
Watts. 

The forerunner 
PSAI was already in place as the 
mainstream technical agencies 
burst onto the market in the mid-
1980’s and continued their pro-
gram of careful selection of instruc-
tors and adherence to safe diving 
techniques. Many of the other 
agencies recognized the PSAI pro-

grams for the quality and afforded 
direct cross-over certification, but 
cross-over certification to PSAI 
requires careful evaluation as well 
as a written examination on the his-
tory and philosophy of PSAI. 

A matter of philosophy
One of the hallmarks of the 
Professional Scuba Association is 
that the programs have always 
stressed high quality in instruc-
tors. Instructor Trainers are all 
hand selected for their skill and 
dedication to scuba education. 
At PSAI each Instructor Trainer is 
fully taught the background of the 
PSAI philosophy of skill, knowledge 
and integrity. Due to this proc-
ess, administrative cross-overs are 
not practical nor justifiable from a 
quality and defensibility standpoint.
 During the 1990’s Hal had long 
discussions of the philosophy with 
Joe Odom in this regard. Joe  had 
been chairman of the National 
Speleological Society’s Cave 
Diving Section and was also well 
known as an author of technical 
diving articles and manuals for 
Technical Diving International (TDI). 
Consequently, when Joe resigned 
from TDI in 2004,  it was only natural 
that Hal Watts felt Joe Odom was 
ideally suited to push PSAI forward. 
 In early 2005, the PSAI course 
structure was re-configured into 
more logical paths of their normal 
extended range programs, a tra-
ditional path of technical deep 
diving from nitrox to trimix and a 
rebreather path. This technique 
gives the students the style and 
courses that fit their desired training 
objectives, without any un-neces-
sary diversions. At the same time, 
every PSAI diver will receive the 
highest quality training from the 
best instructors available. ■

Simon Pridmore 
has taken over 
IANTD UK

mailto:iantdsales@aol.com
mailto:iantdsales@aol.com
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Millions of Sweetlips
Can’t be Wrong
Raja Ampat is our favorite !
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Ancient ships  
discovered in Egypt

These remains are the first pieces 
ever recovered from Egyptian 
seagoing vessels, and along with 
hieroglyphic inscriptions found near 
one of the caves, they promise 
to shed light on an elaborate 
network of ancient Red Sea trade. 
Inside the caves the archaologists 
found cedar beams and blocks 
of limestone that were former ship 
anchors and an assortment of 
nautical items, among them ropes, 
a wooden bowl, and a mesh bag. 
They also found two curved cedar 

planks that were probably the 
steering oars on a 70-foot-long ship 
from Queen Hatshepsut’s famous 
15th-century b.c. naval expedition 
to Punt, a trade destination 
somewhere in the southern Red 
Sea region. 
 “I think it is a very exciting 
discovery,” says John Baines, an 
Egyptologist on the faculty of 
oriental studies at Oxford University. 
“People have tended to assume 
that the Egyptians didn’t do a 
tremendous amount of long-

distance travel because very few 
remains of these sites have been 
found.”
 Based on texts discovered over 
a century ago, reseachers have 
known that Egyptians mounted 
naval expeditions to Punt as far 
back as the Old Kingdom (2686–
2125 b.c.). In Punt they acquired 
gold, ebony, elephant ivory, 
leopard skins, and exotic animals 
such as baboons that were kept as 
pets, along with the frankincense 
necessary for religious rituals. ■

Archaelogists recently 
discovered the first 
ancient remains of 
Egyptian seafaring ships 
inside two man-made 
caves on Egypt’s Red 
Sea coast. 

Underwater terrorism could be 
the newest threat 
Philippine military intelligence said that terror 
groups with links to al-Qaida have been training 
with scuba gear.Two of the most dangerous 
al Qaeda-linked groups in Southeast Asia are 
working together to train militants in scuba diving 
for seaborne terror attacks, according to the 
interrogation of a recently captured guerrilla. 
The undersea attacks could target anything 
from boats to power plants and bridges. The 
terror suspect also said that the leaders of Abu 
Saayf, Philipines largest terror group, has direct 
communication with Osama bin Laden. ■

Remains of a frozen ocean  
spotted on Mars 
Planetary geologists led by John Murray of Britain’s Open 
University said the evidence comes from pictures sent 
home by the European Space Agency’s Mars Express 
orbiter. High resolution, stereoscopic images reveal a flat, 
“plate-like terrain” in the region of southern Elysium Planitia, 
near the Martian equator, that appears remarkably like 
fields of pack ice on Earth, they say. The “frozen lake” 
measures about 800 by 900km and is probably about 
45m deep on average, making it similar in size and depth 
to the North Sea. Murray’s team contends the water is 
the relic of an ocean created from sub-surface ice that 
was melted by volcanic activity. “If our interpretation is 
confirmed, this is a place that might preserve evidence of 
primitive life, if it has ever developed on Mars”. ■

http://www.cityseahorse.com/rajaampat
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UV-fotoutrustning för proffs 
Även för digitalkameror 

AQUA-BILDER Leif-Göran Hjelm 
www.aqua-bilder.nu       Tel: 0708-293341

Press release Trade shows that serve as fund raisers for 
associations add unnecessary expenses 
back on to the attendees; our philosophy 
is a trade event should be an affordable 
business event for buyers and sellers to 
interact. Some people believe that having 
two trade events may be redundant, that 
would be like saying that more than one 
certification agency would be redundant. 
We believe the industry wants options and 
they want them now.

We are giving the industry a valuable 
choice. The only membership people need 
to have to attend DiveBIZ is to be an active 
business in the diving industry.
 We are providing a business trade venue 
that recognizes the need for cost reduc-
tion and the need for a fresh format. We 
are giving back to the industry by reducing 
the expense of exhibitors and attendees to 
participate in a business event and not a 
social event. We are producing this show 
because a large portion of this industry has 
been disenchanted by their current options.

We are excited about producing the 
event. We chose Las Vegas because it 
provides the greatest access to the larg-
est amount of people to attend (US and 
INT). We worked hard on reducing lodging 
costs, freight handling and others. We frim-
ly believe that having a trade show in the 
same location at the same time each year 
is a strong benefit to the industry. Having 
the show in January is really market driven. 
Product phasing and not interrupting the 
selling season were critical factors when 
we decided to make Jan the constant.
 
Change is inevitable and the time is right 
for many reasons. I have enjoyed evey-
ones input on this forum. I would urge you 
all to continue to share as openly as you 
have. 
 
Guy Miller
International Sales and Marketing 
Manager - DiveBIZ

www.divebizexpo.com

New dive trade show to launch in Las Vegas this winter

DiveBIZ is answering the need in the dive 
industry. DiveBIZ offers dive equipment 
manufacturers, service providers, and 
travel suppliers an affordable opportunity 
to achieve their tradeshow and market-
ing goals for 2006.
 An exhibitor’s and buyer’s primary fac-
tor should be where to achieve the best 
ROI and ROO for their company at a 
tradeshow.
 We will assist every DiveBIZ 2006 par-
ticpant with determining their objectives 
and finding the best way to achieve 
them. DiveBIZ announced its Hosted Retail 
Buyer Program, offering among other 
items: FREE show registration, FREE trans-
portation to and from McCarron Airport 
and FREE hotel rooms at the Las Vegas 
Hilton to qualified buyers. This program 
demonstrates our commitment to the 
industry and the value we place on the 
retailer and the success of the exhibitor.

1935 8th Ave West
Seattle, WA 98119-2817

Phone: 206-284-1142
Toll-free: 800-359-1295

www.jackconnick.com
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