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Adventure at the End of the World

Text and pho’ros by Brandi Mueller
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There is an island at the bottom
of the Earth playfully referred to
as the end of the world, or the
edge of the world, and if | did
not know better, | could picture
this to be true. Standing at the
edge of some of the steepest
cliffs in Australia on the Tasman
Peninsula of southeastern
Tasmania, | looked out over the
steep, jagged coastline and
the steel blue Southern Ocean.
Although | knew the next bit of
land south would be Antarcticq,
if the world were flat, | could
easily imagine this to be the
edge, where sailors would fall
off a huge waterfall into a pit of
dragons or something. But wait.
There really were dragons—
right below me.
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The previous day, | was at the other

end of these cliffs and 10m underwater,
getting my first glimpse of weedy sea-
dragons, a unigue and strangely beauti-
ful marine organism endemic to southern
Australia. Although not fire-breathing,
these fantastic creatures are related to
the seahorse family and have evolved
to look just like the kelp near which they
live, with leaf-like extensions along their
body. Tasmania—and Australia, as a
whole—are known for amazing, if not
slightly strange, wildlife both above and
below the surface of the sea. | was lucky
enough to spend two weeks exploring
the oft-bypassed island of Tasmania.

Tasmania

Not too long ago, if you told anyone you
were going to Tasmania, they would give
you a funny look and ask, “Africag” “Is
that a country2” or “Where¢"” Even main-
land Australians would laugh and ask
why you were going there, as it was the
land of people with two heads and there
was “nothing to do there.” But lately,
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Tasmania has come into its own and be-
come an eccentric mix of art, food and
adventure—all wrapped around a pro-
environment concept while being set
amongst a backdrop of fantastic natural
beauty.

With a population of just over half a
million, the 68,401km sq (26,410 sg mi)
island is about the same size as Sri Lanka,
or a little smaller than Ireland, and it is

Diver in Cathedral Cave (above); Cliff views on hiking trail along Tasman Arch overlooking dive sites
(top left); Biscuit seastar (left). PREVIOUS PAGE: Endemic to Australia, a weedy seadragon in kelp
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all about wide open spaces. The
island state has protected almost
45 percent of the island in 19
national parks and other reserves,
and 20 percent of that is also rec-
ognized as a World Heritage Area.
Trekking (or hiking) is practically a
sport, and visitors can go as rug-
ged as they please, carrying their
own packs for multi-day wilderness
treks or signing up for luxury trek-
king, with gourmet meals and wine
waiting at comfortable huts each
night.

For those wanting the gourmet
meals and wine without all that
walking, the island is overflowing
with culinary experiences. While
driving around the island, | bought
fresh picked cherries and ber-
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ries being sold by hobby farmers
on the side of the road. Wineries,
whiskey distilleries and cideries

are around every corner. | visited
cheese factories, chocolate facto-
ries and even a fancy espresso bar
run out of a van parked on a cliff
with a gorgeous ocean view—all
of this while driving along narrow,
twisting and turning coastal and
forest roads, up and down moun-
tains with spectacular views at
every turn.

The turning point when Tasmao-
nia started to become a tourist
destination was likely the open-
ing of MONA, the Museum of Old
and New Art, near the capital city
of Hobart in 2011. | spent a day
walking through this art museum,
which places “old art” like Egyp-
fian mummy tombs next to “new
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art” such as

modern ab-

stract sculp-

tures and

paintings.

Embracing

technology,

the museum

has no infor-

mation signs on the artwork, but
you can use an iPod-like device
with headphones to get all the
information you need and then
some. It has an internal position-
ing signal that shows what art work
is currently in your vicinity, so you
can read about each piece and
there are sometimes additional
options offered, like hearing the
artist or the museum curators talk
about the piece or even hearing
music that might go well with the
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work you are viewing. You can
even click “love or hate” for each
piece of artwork.

The museum itself is built into a
cliff with a staircase transporting
you to different levels. On the boft-
tom floor is a barso where you can
indulge in local wine or spirits while
reflecting on the art, and outside,
there is a grassy area and a stage,
which often has concerts. My
afternoon there had a jazz band
playing, and everyone grabbed

B

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

Organic apples at Our Mate's Farm
are made into cider; Outdoor jazz
concert at MONA; Wine tasting at
Bruny Island Premium Wines; Selection
of wines and plate of oysters served
at Bangor Wine and Oyster Shed;
Coffee served at a café named Atlas.

weather-resistant beanbag chairs
(as well as more local wine and

beer) and listened to the music in
the sunshine under a perfect blue
sky. There are also several superb
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GANGGA ISLLAND
RESORT & SPA

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Hiking frail around Tasman
Arch; View overlooking Pirate’s Bay on the Tasman
Peninsula where most of my dives took place; Pastries at
The Old Bank of Geeveston; Coffee at the Cubed Espresso
stand overlooking Pirate’s Bay; Selfie inside MONA “On the
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than this,” kept popping into my
head as | headed southeast to
visit some diver friends, whom

| met on a liveaboard several
years ago. They have since
decided to “live the good life”
and moved to Tasmania to run
their own organic farm. Walk-
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organic cider made from those
apples) made me a little jeal-
ous. My mind started to wan-
der... Maybe | also needed a
little of this “good life living” and
could | possibly also migrate to
this fascinating island?

But my main purpose for visit-

in food, drink and friends (even
though | did plenty of that) but
to dive below the adventurous
cliffs of the Tasman Peninsula in
the southeast corner of the is-
land. | stole my friend’s husband
for a few days of diving (this
time she had parenting duties,
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TR %- i \a Origin of Art" exhibition.
) o . . . .
- " _ — dining facilities and there is a ing around their
e, — winery and brewery at MONA. organic apple or-
A “It doesn't get any better chard (and sipping some of the  ing Tasmania was not to indulge  but next time | would steal her

instead!) and we headed to
Eaglehawk Neck.

Fur seals

| had read that there were New
Zealand and Australian fur seal
colonies around the Tasman
Peninsula. So, while we drove to

E-Mail: info@ganggaisland.com

www.ganggaisland.com
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Eaglehawk Neck, | was musing in
the car about how cool it would
be to dive with some playful seals.
Upon arriving and meeting Karen

;@) 39 X-RAY MAG : 78 : 2017

THIS PAGE: New Zealand fur seals on the Tasman Peninsula

Gowlett-Holmes and
Mick Baron, owners
of Eaglehawk Dive
Centre, Captain
Mick said he was
hoping to take us to
a New Zealand fur
seal colony the next
day, if we were inter-
ested. We were.
Tasmania sits be-
tween the southern
latitudes of 41-43
degrees, which is
more southern than
South Africa, and
the northern hemi-
sphere equivalent is
about Chicago or
France. Cold winds
blow from the south, and even in
the summer, the temperatures are
mild. Being a mostly sissy-warm-
water diver, the water tempera-

tures of 15°C (58°F) made me a lit-
tle nervous, as | piled on my 7mm
farmer john rental wetsuit, boots,
gloves and hood. The air temper-
ature was not much warmer, and
although the wind was calmer
than the previous day, it was still
making itself known.

But there was no changing my
mind as the boat departed. Wind
in my face, sea spray in my hair
(actually | was wearing a wool
beanie and already cold even
though | was dry), we cruised the
Pirate's Bay coastline below sheer
dolerite cliffs, in which years of
wave action have carved arches
and underwater caverns and pas-
sageways. About 20 minutes later -
(looking up in awe at the cliffs the :
whole time), | spotted adorably
cute fur seals sunbathing on the
rocks. Several seals jumped info
the water as the boat got closer
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and | was ready to jump in with
them.
Gearing up with all that extra

.
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THIS PAGE: Diving with
New Zealand fur seals on
the Tasman Peninsula;
Several bluethroat
wrasse in kelp (lower
right)

neoprene turns one
into a slow-moving
marshmallow-person,
but gear on and
ready, | fook my giant

stride into the Southern

Ocean, and oh-my-
goodness, the icy chill
took my breath away.
Bobbing for a few sec-
onds at the surface,
getting comfortable
with all the gear, a fur
seal flew past me in a
rush of bubbles and
speed. My dive buddy
and | gave the okay
to descend, following
the seal.

Captain Mick told us
the seals would inter-
act with us more if we
were silly, so we took

to spinning around and doing
some dancing and fwists in about
10m (30ft) and two seals came

to investigate. They mimicked our
spinning and blew bubbles in our
faces as they made high speed
passes in front and behind us.
Taking a moment to absorb the
rest of the underwater scenery,
| noticed a small school of blue-
throat wrasse pass over the thick
green kelp, which was swaying
back and forth with the swell. Star-
ing at the kelp moving back and
forth was almost hypnotic—was
| moving or was it moving?¢ And
then my concentration was bro-
ken with the fly-by of an adorable
fur seal.
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Waterfall Bay

and Cathedral Caverns
We headed out for a second day
of diving in perfect conditions.
There was almost no wind, just sun-
shine and blue skies, which gave
us conditions that would allow us
to dive Cathedral Caverns. Wa-
ter has etched the coastline for
hundreds of years, and over time,
has made caverns, caves and
indentations in the cliff wall below
the surface.

The boat moved right up to the
rock and we jumped in the water,
swimming over to the wall. As my

Tasmani
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mask moved from air to water
and my eyes refocused, | saw that
the rock underwater had be-
come covered in kelp. We swam
into a large crack in the wall that
could probably fit four divers
side-by-side. With a flashlight, |
could see that the wall's marine
life changed completely inside
the cavern. Yellow and orange

X-RAY MAG : 78 : 2017

sponges and garden of yellow
zooanthids coated the rock. A
sleeping draughtboard shark, en-
demic to Southern Australia, was
on aridge. | stopped to take a
few photos of this cute little shark,
which is about a half meter long
(2ft) and belongs to the cat shark
family.

| love swimming into a cave or

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: One of the
dives was under this waterfall along
the cliffs of the Tasman Peninsula; Life
on the wall under the waterfall; Diver
in Cathedral Cavern; Draughtboard
shark, also known as the Australian
swellshark, is a species of catshark
endemic to Southern Australia.

cavern and then turning around
to look back at the opening. It al-
ways seems as if the ocean is at its
bluest in this frame—I know, in re-
ality, it is not any different in color,
but | love the way the light and

dark hues of a cave or cavern
structure can make the color of
the ocean appear more intense.
Admiring the view, we swam
back out of the crack and pro-
ceeded along the wall to another
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Yellow zoanthids found at Waterfall Bo\/
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large opening. Depending on a
diver’s
cavern system can be extensively
explored. | preferred to just check

experience and desire, this

out the entrances and continued
exploring along the wall.

Living up to its name, the sec-
ond opening we came to was
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Common dolphin swim alongside the boat in front of Australia’s steepest cliffs on the
Tasman Peninsula (above); Eight lobsters in a crevasse at Cathedral Caverns (leff)

very cathedral-like, with multiple large
arches. Swimming in and looking back,
there were two large circles through
which blue light penetfrated. After tak-
ing a moment to absorb the view, we
moved on.

Finding a large lobster, | snapped a
photo. Just after that, | found a crevasse
with eight lobsters, which | captured—all
in one frame! One could easily spend
hours and multiple dives in this areaq, but
my chill-factor had reached its limit and
it was time to go up.

During our surface interval, | contem-
plated where | was and how lucky |
was to witness this sheer, raw beauty.

It struck me how different the sea con-
ditions were just two days ago, when

TRAVEL

winds were gusting over 40 knofts. Right
now, the dark cobalt blue of the sea
was almost like glass. | fook in the strik-
ing beauty of the scenery, as the boat
fraveled below monstrous, jagged cliffs,
with nothing for miles off in the distance.

As if the ocean read my mind and
wanted to show me more, the smooth
water was broken with a fin. And then
another. A pod of common dolphins
was playing around the boat. Gloves
and fins back on, camera ready, we fig-
ured we would jump in and see if they
would let us swim with them. You never
know if you don't try.

Back in the chilly water, | reconsid-
ered my decision until the dolphins
glided past us. It was amazing.

Indonesia's Signature Service

info@dive-damai.com
www.dive-damai.com

Common dolphins on the Tasman Peninsula
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THIS PAGE: Weedy seadragons live in the kelp under a waterfall in Waterfall Bay—they
can grow up to 45cm (17in); Eggs (above) are carried on the underside of the male’s tail
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Dragons

Weedy seadragons are a

critter that has been on

my bucket list for years.

On another dive around

Waterfall Bay, Captain

Mick dropped us off right

under an actual waterfall

(which seemed like a cool

enough dive in itself—how

many people can say

they started a dive right

under a waterfall?) | de-

scended to the area our dive guide
described where a dragon had been
seen a few days before.

| found the sandy patch and the
rock | was sure the dive guide was
talking about and looked at the
green, swaying kelp. And | looked
some more. And | kept looking, swim-
ming a little bit to the right and look-
ing and then back to the left and still
looking. It had to be here. Just as |
was beginning to doubt the location,
the dive guide came down, and from
at least 10m away, pointed at the
kelp. She had picked it out from what
seemed like forever away, and | real-
ized | had been looking right at it, but
not seeing it.

Like something out of a children’s
fairy tale, these bizarre and magical
creatures are just incredibly interest-
ing to look at. It was also considerably
larger than | expected and can grow
up to 45¢cm (17 inches) long. | wanted
to spend the whole dive just staring at
it, trying to figure it out. Clearly it has

evolved to look like its kelp home—it
even moves like kelp. Unlike their
seahorse cousins, the seadragons do
not have prehensile tails fo hold them-
selves to something, leaving them to
drift just like the kelp they imperson-
ate. Also like their seahorse relatives,
the males do the hard work of carry-
ing the eggs, for about a month be-
fore fully-formed baby dragons hatch
and begin a drift of their own.

This dragon was a male and | knew
that because he had rows of perfectly
pink eggs on his tail. Looking closely
(and also zooming in and examin-
ing the photos post-dive) | could
see some of the eggs had already
hatched and were missing from the
rows, and other still-intact eggs had
tiny eyes looking out of the eggs,
almost ready to be born. Seeing this
incredible animal made my trip, and |
requested to visit him for more photos
the next day on another dive—where
he was in the same place, and it sfill
took me ages to find him!
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Port Arthur

On my last dive day, the wind was
blowing straight onto Waterfall Bay,
so the dive staff frailered the boat

Kelp in Waterfall Bay (above); Blenny on reef off Tasman Peninsula (below)

about a 30-minute drive south to
Port Arthur. Protected by the wind,
we dived two sites, which had
sandy bottoms with kelp in patches.
| had a draughtboard shark
swim right up to me, | found
a flounder trying to disguise
itself in the sand, and | saw
several species of starfish and
seabiscuits. It was neat to dive
another slightly different to-
pography after doing mostly
cliff-wall dives at Eaglehawk
Neck.

Other dive sites
The weather played a dis-

finct role in what dive sites we
visited while | was in Tasma-
nia. | also saw photos, videos
and heard about some of the

TRAVEL

AUSTRA_]JD AUSTRALIA INTERNATIONAL DIVE EXPO
el In collaboration with
AIDE SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW

other fabulous dive sites in the area.
A wreck that sunkin 1915, the SS
Nord, has spectacular deep water
sponge life. There are also several .
deep wall dive sites (The Sisters, The 3 - 7 Aug USt 20 1 7 ‘ www.australladlveexpo.com
Thumbs and Deep Glen Bay), which

the winds prevented us from visiting. . .

These Sifespwere Supposed to hqveg Internatlonal Conventlon Centre o Sydney

large schools of small fish such as
butterfly perch, many invertebrates
and large sponge gardens. It is al-
ways good to have something more
to go back for...

Photo Credit: Brandi Mueller | Location: Great Barrier Reef  Australia

Association Partners Media Partner Member of

Eaglehawk Dive Centre o, 2o T .

The?e are d limited number of div- ATt ; “ | il beggver
ing operations in Tasmania and L)
Eaglehawk Dive Centre has been
around for 25 years. | spent most of
my time with two of the owners and
operators, Karen Gowlett-Holmes

DIVE & DISCOVER
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and Captain Mick Baron, who are
both knowledgeable ocean lovers.
Beyond being lifelong divers and
instructors, they are both also marine
biologists. Karen is a renowned pho-
tographer as well as a marine inver-
tebrate biologist. Her book, A Field
Guide to the Marine Invertebrates
of South Australia, is the local identi-
fication-bible of the region, and she
continues to do research and work
as a scientific adviser.

Diving with people who care
about the local environment and
are also the experts, scientifically, on
the region, made the dive experi-
ence even better. The dive center
is also carbon neutral and has re-
ceived the PADI Green Star award,
given for dedication to conserva-
tion. It is a special experience to
dive with operations dedicated to
the health and conservation of our
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oceans and an
added bonus
when they can
tell you about
the marine life
foo.

Food and

lodging

Eaglehawk Dive

Centre has a

low-budget, cozy

bunkhouse at

the dive shop. It has two rooms of six

bunk beds and a private room up-

stairs. There is a shared kitchen and

a nice outside deck area. They also

allow camping on the property with

use of facilities for a small fee. There

is a hotel in Eaglehawk Neck with

a full restaurant and bar, and there

are several B&B options in the area.
Like all of Tasmania, | found fantas-

tic food around the Tasman Penin-
sula. My favorite spot was The Fat
Quoll, which had excellent wood-
fired pizzas. Port Arthur Lavender was
a great place to visit to see a laven-
der farm and also had a fantastic
café with yummy soups (perfect to
help warm up); café-like selections
of scones, cakes and pastries, many
with lavender-flavored options; and

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Draughtboard shark; Serrated
hingebeak shrimp; Shaw's cow-
fish; Longsnout boarfish

dinner selections. Don't miss
their lavender hot chocolate
either. North of Eaglehawk
Neck, the Bangor Wine and
Oyster Shed had, as you can
guess, excellent wine and
oysters as well as other lite
fares.

Tasmanian Devil Unzoo
A trip to anywhere in Aus-
tfralia is not complete without
a visit to see the local wildlife
and Tasmania is no different. Howev-
er, Tasmania is different in that much
of its local wildlife is abundant and
roaming around the island. Each
night at the dive center, pademel-
ons—an endemic small kangaroo
species—and wallabies came out
right in front of the bunkhouse, and
down at the beach in Pirate’s Bay,
| watched tiny fairy penguins come
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out of their burrows right after sun-
set.

I had the privilege of visiting the
Tasmania Devil Unzoo, just down
the road from Eaglehawk Dive
Centre, to get up close with the
locals, including the nocturnal and
elusive Tasmanian devil. A unique
conceptin typical zoos or wildlife
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parks, the Unzoo aims to
make its facility as open
to the local wildlife as
possible. They also take in
sick and injured animails,
in hopes of rehabilitating
them and releasing them
back into the wild if pos-
sible. Having spent several
hours viewing the park
with founder, John Hamil-
ton, it was fantastic to see
the park’s dedication to
the wildlife of Tasmania,
particularly the devils.
According to their website, “The
Unzoo is a reversal of the traditional
concept of a zoo.” They aim to
“immerse human visitors in as close
to a natural environment as pos-
sible.” Wild animals wander about
the park and many of the “resi-
dent” animals are not enclosed,
so they could leave if they desired,

TRAVEL

although they are fed
and maintain quite a nice
lifestyle in the Unzoo. So
it does makes sense why
they stay. The key is to
make sure the animals
have the best lives pos-
sible in the zoo, and that
the human visitors can
see them in a natural
environment and in a
memorable way.

Tasmanian devils are
endemic and only found
in the wild on Tasmania. This icon of
the island unfortunately is in trou-
ble. Starting in the 1990s, several
devils were seen with facial tumors
that seemed to be spreading to
other animals. Through extensive
research, it was discovered that
these tumors are actually a viral
cancer that is spread from devil
to devil through bites, which are

a natural behavior of the devils.
The disease has spread and devils
have since been placed on the
IUCN Endangered Species Red List.
The future looks challenging for the
devils. Programs such as those at
the Unzoo and others throughout
Australia have stepped up to the
challenge to save their iconic Tas-
sie devils.

Tasmania

THIS PAGE: Wildlife
nafive to Australia

at the Tasmania
Devil Unzoo. Feeding
kangaroos (far left);
Tawny frogmouth
owl (left) can grow
up tfo 53cm (21in)
long; Tasmanian
devils (below and far
lower left); Pacific gull
(center inset)




THIS PAGE: Pennicott Wilderness Tours takes tourists on a Tasman
Island cruise along the cliffs of the Tasman Peninsula, Australia’s
steepest cliffs (above and top right); Colony of Australian fur seals
(right); View of the Totem Pole, Tasman Peninsula (far right)

Tasman island cruise

| might have mentioned it was

a little windy during my visit to
Tasmania. There was one day
the dive boat did not go out, so

| checked out another boat, the
Tasman Island Cruise, part of Pen-
nicott Wilderness Journeys. These
guys operate year-round, in all
sorts of weather (as long as it is
safe, of course), and | set out for
a “three-hour cruise” with them
in one of their 12.5m inflatable,
ridged-hull, yellow boats to ex-
plore the coastline of the Tasman
National Park.

Upon arriving, | saw they were
selling gloves, beanies and thick
wool socks. Given the strong
winds and frosty temperatures,
| decided to invest in these. The

staff provided us with
full-length raincoats
with hoods on the
boat, and | knew this
was going to be an-
other adventure in
testing my cold-toler-
ance.
It was great fun
though. The fast and
maneuverable boat
raced along the cliff
faces and took us
below the arches and
back into caves. We
saw the fur seal colony
| had dived with a few
days prior, an Australian fur seal
colony and lots of birds.
The captain and crew were
knowledgeable in the geology

of Tasmania and the wildlife, and
learning about the island while

seeing it up close was wonderful.
The boat also took us past Totem

Pole and Candlestick, two iconic
natural pillar rock formations that
jet out of the ocean. The totem
pole is not connected to any

other formations and climbing

up this sea-stack is popular with
the toughest of rock climbers and
abseilers.

Pennicott Wilderness Journeys
are also 100 percent carbon-
offset and practice efficient fuel,
energy and water use. They also
actively contribute to coastal

conservation projects and more,
making them an excellent choice
for tours, both sustainably and
because of their excellent service
and exciting tours.

A changing environment
Climate change and increasing
water tfemperatures was not a

...‘
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topic | expected to be discussing
while wearing 14mm of neoprene
having just returned from a 14°C
(55°F) degree dive to an even
chillier air temperature. But just like
the tropics (and everywhere else),
Tasmania is seeing changes too.
Mick and Karen can tell you what
they have seen in over 25 years
of diving this area because they
have watched it happen.
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| hesitate
to bring it
up, be-
cause | do
not want to
deter you
from diving
in Tasmao-
nia, but
the giant
kelp forests
of Tasman
Island are
almost
gone. They
have been decreasing for years,
and after a severe El Nino in 2015-
2016 during which water tempera-
tures were some of the highest
sustained ever recorded, the kelp
decreased in size drastically. To
make things even worse, during
the 2016 winter season, a large
storm damaged already ailing
kelp. Die-offs, decreases in abun-
dance, and even damage from

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:
Tunicates; Southern leather-
jacket fish; Kelp at Waterfall
Bay; Small kelp or spider crab;
Shaw's cowfish in kelp forest

storms have been seen be-
fore, but the kelp has always
come back the next year. This
year, the dive staff have found
almost no giant kelp any-
where. Obviously, it has only been
a year, and maybe, in a few more
years, it will recover. But this lack
of any regrowth the following year
seems problematic.

For boaters, who have recently
had to maneuver around the
kelp to keep it out of their propel-
lers, the lack of kelp may make
their lives a little easier. But for
the creatures, which call the kelp
home such as the beloved weedy
seadragon, it is not good. Like so
many places around the world,
future changes in the marine
environment are unknown, but
even these chilly waters are be-
ing impacted, and the effects are
likely negative.

Do not let the lack of kelp derail
your visit though, because | still
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found the diving beautiful

and full of life. While the gi-

ant kelp is absent, there are

still other types of kelp and
seaweed that make you

feel as if you are diving in an
enchanted forest. Between the
kelp, the coral and the sponges,
the dive sites | saw were com-
pletely coated with green, yellow
and orange. There were plenty
of starfish, seabiscuits and plenty
of other invertebrates, along with
lots of fish, draughtboard sharks,
weedy seadragons and seals. |
thoroughly enjoyed the diving
(although next time | am bringing
a drysuit) and | look forward to
returning to experience more of
Tasmania’s wilderness above and
below the waves. m

Special thanks go to Karen Gowl-
ett-Holmes and Captain Mick
Baron of Eaglehawk Dive Centre
(Eaglehawkdive.com.au), John
Hamilton of Tasmanian Devil Un-
zoo (Tasmaniandevilunzoo.com.
au), Pennicott Wilderness Journeys
(Pennicottjourneys.com.au) and
Tasman National Park (Parks.tas.
gov.au).

Brandi Mueller is a PADI IDC Staff
Instructor and boat captain living
in the Marshall Islands. When she’s
not teaching scuba or driving

e “Ir“ -

Tasmania

boats, she’s most happy tfrave-
ling and being underwater with
a camera. For more information,
visit: Brandiunderwater.com.
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History The island of Tasmania is
thought to have been connected
to mainland Australia via a land
bridge until around 10,000 years
ago and was inhabited by Abo-
riginals for 40,000 years before col-
onization. In the 17th century, the
first European explorers visited Tas-
mania and Abel Tasman named it
Van Diemen’s Land. James Cook
named it for Great Brittan in 1777
and it became a popular sealing
and whaling island. In 1803, Tas-
mania became the second British
Colony after Sydney and a penal
settlement was created with over
75,000 convicts being sent there
until 1853. The Port Arthur prison
complex was open until 1877. Tas-
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manian Aboriginals were almost
completely decimated by new
infectious diseases infroduced by
the colonists and violent guerrilla
warfare. The few that survived
were forcefully moved to Flinders
Island where many more contin-
ved to succumb to disease and
malnourishment. In 1901, Tasma-
nia became part of the Com-
monwealth of Australia. In 2008,

a formal apology was issued in
parliament by Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd to the Aborigines for policies
and laws that “inflicted profound
grief, suffering and loss”. Govern-
ment: Australia is a Common-
wealth realm with a parliamentary
democracy under a constitutional

RIGHT: Global map with
location of Tasmania
FAR RIGHT: Location

of Tasman Peninsula on

map of Tasmania

of coastline. The mountainous
island was carved out by glaciers,
which have created stunning
cliffs, arches, mountains, lakes,
rivers and waterfalls. Tasmania is
home to cool temperate rainfor-
ests covering about 10 percent of
the island. The island is directly in
the path of the “Roaring Forties”
winds.

Much of Tasmania is protected
with almost 45 percent national
parks and reserves. There are 19
national parks and the Tasmao-
nian Wilderness World Heritage
Area covers about 20 percent of
the island (1,584,000 hectares).
Tasmania has a unique ecology
above and below. Due to geo-

monarchy. graphic isolation, Tasmania has
Capital of many endemic and unique flora
state of and fauna both above water and
Tasmania: below.
Hobart.
Environmental issues Tas-
Geogra- mania is passionate about the
phy Tas- environment. It understands the
mania is an importance of its island’s natural
island state beauty and resources and often
240km (150 rises up at the forefront of environ-
miles) south mental politics for the country of
of mainland  Australia. Look closely and you will
Australia. It find many nonprofit environmental
is 68,401km protection groups fighting for both
sq (26,410sg marine and terrestrial projects.
mi) with 334 Issues affecting Tasmania include
islands sur- over-fishing and fishing practices,
rounding it climate change, invasive species
and 4,882km  introduction, deforestation, urban-
(3,033 miles)  ization, among others.
Firebrick seastar
TRAVEL

Economy Tasmania’s main
economy comes from mining, ag-
riculture, forestry and tourism.

Climate Ttasmania has a cool,
temperate climate with the sum-
mer months, December-February
having air temperatures from 21-
24°C (70-75°F) and winter months,
June-August, having tempera-
tures of 3-12°C (37-54°F). Water
temperatures reach a high of
around 15°C (59°F) in the summer
and can get as low as 12°C (54°F)
in the winter). There is more rainfall
in the winter although the western
side of the island receives more
rain year-round than the eastern
side of the island. Weather con-
ditions can change quickly and
dramatically and cold fronts and
strong winds can occur especially
in winter.

Population 518,500, with 40
percent residing in Hobart.

Currency Australian Dol-
lar (AUD). Exchange rates:
1USD=1.32AUD, 1EUR=1.39AUD,
1GBP=1.60AUD, SGD=0.93AUD

Language English

Health & security Tasmania
is generally safe, although petty
crimes can occur. Tap water is
safe to drink and there is no ma-
laria, dengue, or Zika. Check with
your state department for up-to-
date travel warnings.

Diving season Diving can
occur year round, but the Austral
summer is the warmest time to
go. December through January
are the most popular diving times,
although in the winter months vis-
ibility is better and offshore winds
make accessing some dive sites
easier.

Getting there Tasmania does
receive international flights (ex-
cept from Antarctica), so all flights
come from mainland Australia
from either Jetstar, Qantas or Vir-
gin Australia. Hobart has the larg-
est airport, but there are also air-
ports in Launcestion, Burnie, King
Island and Devonport. The Spirit
of Tasmania is a car and passen-

Devenport

Launceston

HOBART

M

ger ferry that sails at least twice
daily between Melbourne and
Launcestion. There is an island-
wide bus system that is reliable but
does not run very often.

The best way to get to Eagle-
hawk Neck is by car. Rental car
agencies can be found at the aqir-
ports and larger towns, but check
which countries’ driver’s licenses
are valid or whether an interna-
tional driver’s license is required to
rent a vehicle.

Visa All visitors, except New Zea-
landers, must apply online for an
ETA or eVisitor visa, which permits
a three-month stay.

Decompression chambers
The Royal Hobart Hospital has a
hyperbaric chamber in Hobart,
about an hour drive from Eagle-
hawk Neck.

Web sites
Tourism Tasmanica
Discovertasmania.com.au B
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