Pierre Sent) ens

@ 83  X-RAYMAG:27:2008 EDITORIAL FEATURES TRAVEL NEWS EQUIPMENT BOOKS SCIENCE & ECOLOGY  EDUCATION  PROFILES PORTFOLIO  CLASSIFIED



Sous-marine (Undersea) by Pierre Sentjens. Acrylic on canvas, 80 x 100cm

Edited by Gunild Symes
All images by Pierre Sentjens

Pierre Sentjens is an artist and painter
living in Brussels, Belgium. X-RAY MAG
caught up with him to find out the
secrets behind his luminous paintings of
the seaq.
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XRM: What made you go info art and

become an artist, and where did you

receive your education and training in
arte

PS: | owe my first encounter with art and
the sea to my grandfather, who was a
decorator as well as a sailor and a fish-
erman. | was five when he started tak-
ing me regularly to the seashore, on the
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Tsunami

by Pierre Sentjens
Acrylic on canvas
80 x 100cm

breakwaters, to watch the North Seq,
and he taught me a lot of things about
tides, currents and safety. Often | sat on
his lap to draw ships and the flora and
fauna.

Later, | studied art at the Royal
Academy of Arts in Brussels. After
graduating in 1970, | began to teach

plastic arts in secondary schools. Today,

| lead watercolour workshops in one of
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Remous (Eddy) by Pierre Sentjens. Acrylic on canvas, 100 x 80cm
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Pierre Sentjens
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by Pierre Sentjens )

Watercolor on paper

40 x 50cm

La Rebelle

(Rebel) by Pierre Sentjens
Watercolor on paper
100 x 70cm

the leading Belgian Art shops. | have also bought and
restored a sailboat to escape everyday life and enjoy
the swell and spray.

Art has always been my first interest, and therefore,
| made it a career. | started with oil painting, but | soon
preferred the natural side of water. That's why | chose
watercolour as well as acrylic paint as my media.

XRM: Where do you find your inspiration and materials¢

PS: From time to time, | happen to gather “relics”, kinds
of collections of driftwood and forgotten tools, polished
and worn away by the sea. These “relics” are a kind
of link between environment, man and the flora and
fauna, as they all share the same destiny of life and
death.

Sometimes, to follow in my grandfather’s footsteps,
| decorate tables or walls, preferably with marine life
elements.
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Les Traces (Traces) by Pierre Sentjens. Watercolor on paper, 40 x 50cm

XRM: Is there an artist, move-
ment or idea that inspires your
work?

PS: I'm often considered an
unclassifiable artist. | would say
that, together with photogra-
phy and Land-Art, nature, more
than anything else, influences
my work, especially in its most
spectacular phenomena, such
as storms, avalanches, volcanic
eruptions, earthquakes ... I'm
said to swing from heat to cold,
from entrancing calm to roar-
ing storms.

XRM: Why did you choose the
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subject matter you painte

PS: I've always had a spe-

cial relationship with water.
Wherever | fravel, I'm attracted
to the seq, to rivers, lakes or
lochs, especially in areas where
man is unobftrusive or where
bad weather puts off tourists.

XRM: What is your artistic state-
ment or philosophy?

PS: My whole life is based on
artistic creation. As | marvel at
nature and I'm deeply inter-
ested in its conservation, I'd like
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to aim at the younger genero-
tion, at those children who wiill
live in a future where our world
may have lost its most valuable
assets. Here are my two mottos:

1. Only your own footsteps are
harmless.

2. When you retrace your steps,
the world will have changed.

XRM: Tell us your thoughts
about the sea and the under-
water world.

PS: I love and respect the
sea. I've been fascinated by
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Esclaves, Bas-relief on board, 60x50cm

the sea since | was a child. All the seas |
crossed appealed to me—the winds of
the Orcads in the North of Scotland, the
emerald waters of the Caribbeans, the
deep blue of the Mediterranean Sea,
the unfathomable Atlantic, the volcanic
shores of the Canaries where water and
fire fight so beautifully, or simply the lone-
liness of the long misty beaches of the
North Sea. | have sailed, swum and fished.
| have liked seamen all over the world and
shared their meals, supplied by the sea,
with delight.

| hope my art can contribute to ocean
conservation, as all my paintings express
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the same message, namely “Wondering is
the first step towards respect”.

XRM: Are you a scuba diver?

PS: I'm not very good at diving, but I'm
used to scuba diving. With a mask and

a pair of flippers, anyone can discover

a part of the underwater beauties. I've
been deeply moved by the corals of
Bocas del Toro in Panama or the Cunas
Indians on San Blas Islands. I've fallen in
love with the Canarian volcanic cliffs, par-
ticularly those of Punta Restinga on Hierro,
one of the favourite spots of accom-
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Le repas du naufrage, Bas-relief on board, 60x50cm  Rebus, Bas-relief on board, 40x30cm

plished divers.

XRM: Where would you like to dive next
and what would you like to see underwa-
tere

PS: My dream would be to meet wild
whales (before the Japanese fleet exter-
minates theml)

XRM: What is your next project, or proj-
ecftse

PS: I've written and illustrated two books,
and my next project is to have them pub-
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Choregraphie, Bas-relief on board, 60x50cm

lished.

The first one is about the sea and is
infended for holiday-makers. It contains all
they should know about natural phenom-
ena, nature conservation, safety, jobs of
the past, wildlife, fishing and also some of
the most famous recipes of sea fish, shells
and seafood from the North Sea and the
Atlantic.

The second book is a collection of quo-
tations and texts by well-known people
who have devoted their lives to the con-
servation and the glorification of every
biotope on our planet. This book also
reminds us of the wisdom of all these eth-
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Pierre Sentjens

Offrandes, Bas-relief on boarad, 50x40cm

Vestiges (Relics) by Pierre Sentjens.
Art critic, Stéphane Rey, states on
Sentjens’ website that in Vestiges,
Sentjens confides in us the secrets
of his paintings, his secret joys of the
sea and souvenirs from the ocean.
A new dimension is found in the
work with things found by one who
strolls along abandoned beaches,
curious of little lost heavenly places.
There is a profound emotion in a
piece of flotsam, a piece of string,
a rusty chain link, a stone rounded
by sand over the centuries. Vestiges
is the modest eyewitness to treas-
ures swallowed by the seaq, things
the mysterious sea has touched
and then abandoned. The simple
unidentified relics are the small mar-
vels of a great unknown.
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Pierre Senfjens IN OUR NEXT ISSUE

Maldives
Ice Diving
Queensland

SCOTT BENNETT

La vague
by Pierre Sentjens

Watercolor on paper
70 x 100cm

Les Murmures (Murmurs) by Pierre Sentjens
Acrylic on canvas, 100 x 80cm

nic groups who were able to live in perfect harmony
with nature.

Résonance,
by Pierre Senfjens.
Acrylic on canvas

120 x 150cm XRM: Tell us about your classes and workshops.

PS: | share my passions through my works and art classes.
Through watercolour, | make people dream of far away
places. | teach how to observe and to appreciate in
order to understand and respect people and their envi-
ronment.

XRM: How can people take part in your classes and
, Subscribe now FREE!
PS: To take part in an art class or a workshop or to

arrange an exhibition of my work, people can contact www.Xray-mdag.com
me on my website www.pierresentjens.be m
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http://www.pierresentjens.be/

