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Rarely do you come across someone
who has a negative opinion about
Bali. More often than not, you will find
previous visitors raving about Bali as
magical, some suggest it is spiritual,
and others find it relaxing, or even full
of adventure. It is a place | have come
o love and enjoy returning too often.
But its magic is no secret, and anyone
who has spent an evening on Kuta
Beach will discover themselves among
about 600 other soul-searchers...

or perhaps just partying Australian
20-somethings. But | got a tip—sort of

a do-not-tell-anyone whisper—of a
still-secret place on the island of Bali,
which is less crowded, quiet and less
touristy than the popular destinations
of Kuta, Sanur and Ubud.

TRAVEL

After braving a few days among the masses in
these areas, | headed northwest. The hair-rais-
ing, four-and-a-half-hour drive up and around
two volcanoes showed me one reason why not
many people make the trek this far from the air-
port. But my arrival under a blanket of stars with
the sound of soft waves crashing as | went to
sleep had me thinking that the long ride to Reef
Seen Divers' Resort had been worth it.

A cozy haven
Waking up on my first morning, | walked out of
my bungalow into the early morning light. The
snug resort had eight rooms nestled among
flowering trees and stone pathways that con-
nected the rooms, restaurant and dive shop. A
short walk led me past the turtle hatchery (more
on that later) and | got a quick glimpse of two
just-hatched turtles wandering around the sand
enclosure. | made my way to breakfast and en-
joyed my coffee while overlooking the beach.
Admiring the view and finding a new level of
calmness, | headed over to the dive shop to get
ready to dive. The island of Bali and all of Indo-

Statue of a goddess at Taman Pura, Underwater Temple Garden, in Pemuteran Bay;
Sunshine streams down on large colony of fan coral (top left)




Even if you hated biology class you'll love leaming to dive in
The Florida Keys. In just three days you can be certified by
the world's best instructors. Before long, you'll go down with
the ships and come face-to-face with thousands of different
species on America’s only living coral reef.

fla-keys.com/diving
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nesia fall within the Coral Triangle,
which is the most biodiverse ma-
rine area on Earth. | was excited to
get in the water and see it for my-
self. The lovely crew was all smiles,
as they helped me and the other

Sunset over Pemuteran Bay, Bali;
Goby on soft coral (left)

divers get our gear ready. Then
we walked just a few feet on the
beach to the boat and headed
out for our first dive.

Diving
| only had three days of diving to
explore this secret paradise, which
almost did not feel like Bali at all.
Heading out about ten minutes
by boat, our first dives were at
sites called Close Encounters and
Napoleon Reef. Both were lovely
natural reefs with lots of marine
life, including some rare creatures
such as nudibranchs, flatwormes,
tiny egg cowries, ribbon eels and a
baby whitetip reef shark no more
than a foot long, wedged under a
coral ledge.

| spent my afternoon relaxing
and napping until just before dusk



http://www.xray-mag.com/ARD_FloridaKeys
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Long-arm octopus on night dive
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Juvenile whitetip
shark (above); Diver
with large barrel
sponge (top right);
Cuttlefish (right)

when it was fime

for a night dive.
During the briefing,
Amanda, one of

Reef Seen’s long-

time managers,

told us we would

be diving just down
the beach from

Reef Seen under

the fishing dock,
which was a muck dive that had some incred-
ible resident creatures.

As we geared up, the sun was just setting,
and the whole sky turned bright pinkish-orange,
reflecting on the water as it faded to dark. Ac-
cessible by boat at high fide, we were going for
a dive during a very low tide, so we walked in
from shore. The black sand muck dive was an
endless treasure hunt, with finds that included

TRAVEL

a frogfish, two long-
armed octopuses, a
cuttlefish, harlequin
ghost pipefish and
more—all in water less
than 10m (30ft). An
hour later, none of us
wanted to get out.

The majority of the
dive sites Reef Seen
visits are no more than

a ten-minute boat ride away, allowing divers on
the boat to come back in between dives to get
dry, relox and enjoy the view. As | settled into

a peaceful state, | started chatting with Reef
Seen owner Chris Brown, and quickly learned
that Reef Seen has another side, which is not
just about lying around relaxing in the sunshine
or enjoying cool Bintangs on the beach.

Pseudoceros bifurcus flatworm
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E-Mail: info@ganggaisland.com

www.ganggaisland.com
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Juvenile lionfish
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Healthy corals in Pemuteran Bay (above); Fishing boats moored along the beach (top
right); When a blue ribbon eel is in its black phase (right), it is a male. It then fransitions
into a female when it becomes blue and yellow.

Reef Gardeners

On my second day of diving, we set out
to see some of the numerous environ-
mental and cultural projects Reef Seen
has built. Chris opened Reef Seen 25
years ago, after finding the paradisiacal
spot and deciding to stay. With illusions
of relaxing and enjoying life in the small
corner of Bali, he soon realized there
were some problems occurring, and
being a problem solver, he set out o fix
them.

Like so many places in the world, the
reefs of northwest Bali were facing so
many pressures that it was suffering.
Dynamite and cyanide fishing, as well
as an overpopulation of crown-of-thorns
starfish and drupella shells, had been
destroying coral. Chris’ idea was to cre-
ate a program called “Reef Gardeners.”

TRAVEL

The program, sfill active today,
aims to use education and dive
training fo train local fishermen and
other members of the community in
sustainable fishing practices and reef
conservation and recovery. With
funding from the Australian govern-
ment, he was able to create a team
of young people who became di-
vers, were educated about the reef,
assisted in reef protection projects
and further educated the rest of the
community in all of the above.

The Reef Gardener projects have
included removing crown-of-thorns
starfish and drupella shells; learning how
to assist in repairing coral damaged by
anchors, careless divers, nets and even
natural causes such as storms; and help-
ing in creating the artificial reefs in the

areaq: BioWreck, Temple Garden and the
Garden of the Gods.

The program certified the participants
through Rescue Diver qualifications, and
many of these people have gone on to
work in the local dive community and
throughout Asia. Dive operations love to
be able to hire dive guides with knowl-
edge of the reef and trained in con-
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servation. Training through Reef
Gardeners made it easy for the
program'’s participants to secure
those jobs, making it a win-win
situation for the dive businesses
and the local community.

Temple Garden

| wanted to see some of the pro-
jects Reef Seen and Reef Gar-
deners had created, so on my
second day of diving, we visited
an artificial reef project known
as Temple Garden. Being the first
dive operation in the areaq, Chris
realized throughout the years
that as tourism increased, more
dive sites were needed in the
area. If the increasing number
of divers continued to only dive
a few locations, it would likely
have detrimental effects on
those areas.

TRAVEL

Using the concept of
building an artificial reef
to encourage coral and
marine life expansion,
Chris also incorporated
the local culture. Instead
of just sinking a ship or
concrete blocks, his
dream was to build an
underwater temple. Se-
curing funding from the
Bali Rehabilitation Fund
(established by Aus Aid)
after the Bali bombings,
Chris and the Reef Gar-
deners were able to build
the underwater temple in
2005.

Before back-rolling into
the water, you can see
the remains of a temple
on the hill directly in front
of the dive site. While

THIS PAGE: Scenes from the
underwater Temple Garden.
Goddess head statue in the
Temple Garden (right)

descending into the blue, you
start to make out the shapes of
the temple layout. Due to some
winds and high surf, visibility was
not perfect for my dive, but the
milky water almost added a mys-
tical ambience to the scene. A
sort of underwater mist seftled on
what seemed to be an ancient
underwater temple.

Divers can still see the gate
keepers and swim through the
enfrance’s split gate—one side
of which was crumbling a little,
which seemed fitting. A statue
of the deity Ganesha was in the
center of the underwater tem-
ple, with statues of other gods
and goddesses as well as sea
turtles and other figures surround-
ing it. The bright pink gorgonians
were so thick, you could not
make out parts of the statues.
But | could not help but love how
the ocean had decorated this
underwater temple. | would like

Sitting Buddha statue in Temple Garden

to think the gods were
quite pleased with it.
More than ten large
stone statues could be
found at around 26m
(85ft) on a sandy bottom
near areef wall. Twelve
years after its creation, it
would be easy for a diver
to swim past this area and
miss it entirely, because

the ocean will have decorated
the statues with gorgonian sea
fans, encrusting it with colorful
sponges and covering some

of the recognizable features
with purple barrel sponges. Fish
swarmed the statues. Looking
closely, we saw several species
of nudibranchs and even an
electric clam in one of the stat-
ves.
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Turtle nests are reported to Reef Seen by the community. To protect them
from predation or being eaten or sold, the eggs are relocated to the turtle
hatchery. Once hatched, they are kept for two to four weeks while their
shells harden. They are then more likely to survive in the open ocean. You
can participate in releasing a turtle for a small donation to the project.
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A quick Google search on
the underwater Balinese Tem-
ple reveals a funny story from
2010 when many articles false-
ly reported that a tfrue ancient
underwater temple had been
found. Many news agencies
picked up the story before it
was corrected to more accu-
rately report that the temple
was recently created and not
an ancient archaeological
discovery.

Either way, it was one for
my list of favorite dive experi-
ences. | cannot fully explain
how much | enjoyed this dive
site. Visiting temples is part of
what one does in Bali, and to
combine the spirituality of Bali
with the ocean seemed like a
perfect idea to me.

Project Penyu

— turtle hatchery
Returning to the dive resort
after visiting the Temple Gar-
den, | was in a state of spiritual
bliss. The short boat ride under

A baby olive ridley turtle swims towards open water after being

released (left and above)

sunshine and clear skies was
pleasant. As we pulled up on
the beach, | noticed a lot of
people gathered right at the
shore break, looking at the
sand. As we got closer, | asked
our dive guide what was go-
ing on, and he said they were
releasing baby turtles!

| knew Reef Seen had a
turtle project, but had not had
fime to learn more about it
yet. Getting out of the boat,
we watched a family with
two children place
two turtles in the sand
and the turtles make
their way to the water.
As a wave washed
over them, they dis-
appeared, and we
observed therr little
heads poke up from
the water to breathe a
few times before dis-
appearing off into the
horizon.

Seeing another
group about to release
another baby sea
turtle, | asked the dive
staff if | could snorkel
with it a short distance
out into the water.
They warned me that
the baby sea turtles
were fast (and they

were not kidding). | positioned
myself several yards out from
the shore and watched as the
baby turtle climbed down the
beach and into the waves.

A minute later, | saw it right in
front of me (like a speeding
bullet, headed out to seq). |
kept up for a little while, snap-
ping shots as best | could.

| could not help but think,
“Good luck, little guy! I hope |
run into you underwater again
someday.”
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NW Bali

Sea turtles have arough
childhood. Female turtles
bury their eggs in the sand
on beaches where they are
susceptible to predation by
animals that dig them up. On
today’'s beaches, it is not only
wild animals but also stray
dogs, and even humans, that
are doing the digging. Sea
turtle eggs are sold in certain
Asian markets, where they are
believed to have unproven
medicinal benefits.

If the baby sea turtles made
it through to hatching, they
then must dig themselves
out of the sand and crawl
as quickly as they can to the
ocean. The small sea turtles
are faced with predators while
still on the beach as well as
once they get in the water.
Artificial lights on land have
been known to confuse sea
turtles as to which direction
they must go, and so some-
times they do not go to the

Reef Seen’s environment and social project coordinator,

Widya Hapsari, gives a tour of the turtle hatchery.




A baby olive ridley turtle makes its way to the ocean; Just
released baby olive ridley turtle swims towards open water (right)

water.

Reef Seen saw the problem of
locals using turtle eggs as food,
or sold for money, as an oppor-
tunity to work together with the
community to save the sea turtles.
The idea was to make sea tur-
tles worth more alive than dead.

Coral-encrusted lantern at
the Garden of the Gods
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They began offering
monetary awards to
locals for reporting
sea turtle nests. Now
the community shares
information with Reef
Seen about where the
sea turtle nests are, so
trained staff can re-
trieve the eggs so they
can be protected.

Sea turtle nests are
then relocated to
the Reef Seen hatchery. Over
the years, they have had green,
hawksbill and olive ridley sea tur-
tles. Reburied in a faux-beach, the
baby turtles hatch as they would
naturally, and then they are
moved to holding tanks. Turtles
are kept from two to four weeks
in the holding tanks, because
when they hatch, their shells are
very soft. Keeping them safe while
their shells harden, the turtles can
then grow slightly larger and this
will hopefully give them a better
chance of survival in the open
ocean.

Widya Hapsari, Reef Seen’s
Environmental and Social Project
Coordinator (and a PADI Dive-
master), gave me a tour of the
facility. I will not lie; you could not
wipe the smile off my face as |
looked down at tanks full of baby

sea turtles. Several nests had been
hatching while | was there, and
every morning, as | walked past
the hatchery to breakfast, | could
see a few little turtles crawling
around in the sand.

Sea turtle talks and tours of
the hatchery are given every 30
minutes for a small donation, and
if there are baby turtles, once a
day, visitors can release one and
receive a certificate (also for a
small donation). These donations
go back into the program to re-
ward the locals for sharing infor-
mation on turtle nests and injured
turtles.

Widya also introduced me to
two adult turtles in the facility. The
facility is set up to receive sick or
injured turtles, and they try to reha-
bilitate the turtles there and then
release them if possible. (Visitors

TRAVEL

The beach at Reef Seen
Dive Resort (above);
Healthy reef (right)

can release adult turtles if
they are ready for a do-
nation too). If the prob-
lem is too severe, such as
one sea turtle there with
tumor disease (fibropapil-
lomatosis), the staff try to
get additional help for
the animal. This turtle was
headed for surgery else-
where to try and save it.

Garden of the Gods

Feeling as if visiting an underwater
temple and seeing baby turtles
was enough to keep me happy
for days, we headed out for our
second dive to another artificial
reef created by Chris and the
Reef Gardeners, known as the
Garden of the Gods.

Bali is known as the island of
gods and goddesses. The Gar-
den of the Gods arfificial reef is
based on the legend of Dewata
Nawa Sanga, or the nine guard-
ians of the compass or direction.
Underwater, a statue of the main
god, Shiva, sits in the middle of
the temple on the back of a turtle
(on land, Shiva drives a cow, but it
makes more sense to be on a tur-
tle underwater, and it also honors

Reef Gardeners dive boat
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THIS PAGE: Scenes
from the underwater
Garden of the Gods

the turtle hatchery). Statues

of the other eight gods—Brah-
ma, Rudra, Mahadeva, Sang-
kara, Vishnu, Sambhu, Iswara
and Mahesora—stand around
facing the eight directions of
the wind. Throughout the gar-
den are statues of musicians
and dancers, lanterns, bench-
es and figures of marine life,
including sea turtles. Giving di-
vers and the local community
the opportunity to participate,
each statue was sponsored
by guests or businesses.

A similar concept as the
Temple Garden, the Garden
of the Gods was completed
in 2014 with all the work being
done by hand. Sitting directly
offshore from Reef Seen, the
statues were lowered to @
sandy patch from the sur-
face, and the Reef Gardeners

Diver at fountain in the Garden of the Gods
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positioned them and created
the garden. Only three years
underwater, marine life is al-
ready growing in abundance
on and around the statues.
Diving the site was an in-
credible experience. What
was once just a sandy patch
was now an underwater
temple that was attracting
marine life and would con-
finue to do so well into the
future. Throughout the world,

we build temples as places

of worship and to honor dei-
ties. They are physical places
that allow people to visit and
show gratitude and respect to
whatever they believe in, and
they are places for like-mind-
ed people to gather together,
to contemplate, or just to be.

As divers, | think
we need more of

these places for us

to come together
and show grati-
tude and respect
for the ocean.
It was amaz-
ing to be on the
island of Bali, the
Island of Gods,
and visit a temple
(two, actually)
underwater—a
place where | per-
sonally have had
many spiritual moments. | can
see no better way to respect
the ocean and the incredible
spirituality and culture of Bali.
| cannot wait to see how the
ocean continues to decorate
these underwater gardens
throughout the years.

WeRLDWIDE DIFE & SAIL
presents

Bio-Wreck

The last diving day of my

visit was spent checking out
another Reef Seen/Reef
Gardeners project called the
“Bio-Wreck."” Just a five-minute
boat ride in front of the resort,
the area was previously dev-
astated by cyanide fishing
and crown-of-thorns starfish.
With an AusAID grant, the
Reef Gardeners were able to
set up a biorock artificial reef
project.

Creating artificial reefs by
sinking objects to provide a
place for coral to grow is not
a new concept, but biorock
technology takes that idea
one step further. Biorock artifi-
cial reefs are becoming more
and more popular around the
world and have been set up
in over 20 countries in South-
east Asia, the Caribbean, and

Dive Komodo with the Indo Siren
Deluxe en-suite cabins, outdoor dining
& plush lounges, spacious dive deck,
camera station.

FREE Nitrox and

Contact us for
further information
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Coral growth on the head of the turtle structure at the Bio-Wreck site

THIS PAGE: Coral growth on the structures of the Bio-Wreck site

the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
Their purpose is to encourage cor-
al growth quickly and to provide
a helpful boost to assist the reef
survive environmental pressures. A
conductive metal structure is sunk,
usually made from rebar and wire
mesh, and a low voltage direct
current is applied.

A small loating solar panel can
be seen on the horizon off Reef
Seen’s beach, which creates the
electricity to power the Bio-Wreck.
Structures shaped like a turtle and
a boat frame were sunk, one in
2005 and one in 2009. | was told
that this technology worked best
when there was some natural
coral reef nearby. In between the
turtle and boat structures was a
large coral reef area loaded with
fish and covered in coral.

By using a small amount of elec-
tfric current, salt water is electro-
lyzed and minerals are dissolved in
the water, which then adhere to
the structures. Those minerals at-
tract and facilitate coral growth,
and create a cement-like base for
the adhering coral. Divers trans-

plant coral fragments, attaching
them to the frame. Research has
shown that biorock reefs grow
three to five times faster than
coral does naturally, that these
reefs further strengthen over time,
and that they are more likely to
survive during times of environ-
mental stress.

At the Bio-Wreck site, the boat
mooring is located close to the
solar panel float. Divers can de-
scend to a mooring line lead-
ing to the turtle structure in the
sand. Swimming around the turtle
structure, one can see the coral
growth and fish life around the
structure. The dive then continues
to a small wall-like reef with mas-
sive barrel sponges and gorgon-
ian fans. Further exploring the
natural reef, one will eventually
come to another sandy patch
where the boat structure is locat-
ed. The boat structure has been
submerged for a longer period
than the turtle structure, so it has
considerably more coral growth
on it. Fish can be seen inside and
around it; although, in some parts,

the coral is so thick that you can
hardly see inside.

The resort

It is impossible not to see the
sparkle in Chris’ eye when he

talks about his resort. He found an
unknown paradise 25 years ago
and opened the first dive shop in
the area. As tourism has increased
over the years, he chose not just
to operate a business but to work
with the community in making it a

better place. Managers Amanda
and Adrian keep the show run-
ning, and their friendly demea-
nor makes you feel like you are
at home as soon as you arrive.
Amanda’s dive briefings were so
spot-on, it was almost uncanny
how we saw everything she de-
scribed we would.

There is a beachfront snack bar
where breakfast is served as well
as sandwiches, ice-cream, beer
and other light meals throughout
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the day, and there are plenty of
restaurants nearby. There is also
a spa on the property and the
ladies give fantastic massages.
The dive operation is a PADI
5-star resort, and they teach Dis-
cover Scuba, open water and
advanced dive courses. Dive
sites are, for the most part, just
a short five- to ten-minute boat
ride from the resort, with the
boat returning after each dive
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so that divers can
have long, relaxing
surface intervals.
Reef Seen also
does day trips for
divers and snorkel-
ers to Menjangan
Island, which is
part of Bali Barat
National Park—an
area known for

its beautiful coral
reefs. The island is a
one-hour boat ride
away, and | heard
it has great diving,
although | ran out
of time before get-

Pair of golden-head sleeper-
gobies (above); Scorpionfish
(left); Clownfish on anemone
(right); Garden view bunga-
lows at Reef Seen Dive Resort
(lower left); Morning coffee
and breakfast at the resort’s
beach-side restaurant (bot-
fom left); Pipefish on night dive
(lower right)

ting there. Snorkeling trips are also
available.

Topside features
The area around Reef Seen is also
very nice. | walked around town
enjoying how much more laid-
back and quiet it was compared
to other parts of Bali. Many restau-
rants and spas line the beach and
main road, and after a long walk,
it dawned on me that not once
had a tourist tout come up to
me. No one offered me a taxi or
asked me to come into their shop
and “look,” or approached me in
any way. The taxi drivers were still
there, the shopkeepers were still
- there, yet they only said
“hello” and smiled at me.
It was very pleasant com-
pared to being bombard-
ed in other areas of Bali.

It was sort of funny. | had
been told about a secret,
quiet, peaceful place on
Bali, which Reef Seen was,
but also it turned out to
be a place full of activity
in terms of conservation.

TRAVEL

Whenever | visit dive operations
such as Reef Seen, | am reminded
of the important role divers as
consumers play in conservation.
Even those of us who only dive oc-
casionally, or who live many miles
from the ocean, can help conser-
vation efforts by choosing to dive
with a company that is actively
working on conservation efforts.
By supporting dive operations
such as this with consumer dollars,
we help them to continue to do
the work they are doing.

Five days was far too short a
visit, especially to a place with so
much going on. It was a privilege
to visit such a beautiful location
(escaping the hustle and bustle
of the rest of Bali), and to see the
hard work of Reef Divers and the
Reef Gardeners as well as their
dedication to the ocean and
conservation. Smiles from the staff
were endless, and even after just
a short time, the place grew on
me like a second home. | hope to
return. Donations can be made
to all of Reef Seen’s projects while
visiting or on the website.

Dive season

Diving occurs year-round, but the
drier season is May to Septem-
ber. Water temperatures in the
Pemuteran Bay area are around
26-28°C (82°F).

Getting there

Ngurah Rai International Airport
(DPS) in Denpasar/Bali receives in-
ternational flights from many cities
in Asia and internationally. Reef
Seen Divers’ Resort is 133km (82
miles) away and it will take four to
five hours to reach. Reef Seen can
arrange local drivers to pick you
up at the airport or from around
Bali. m

Special thanks go to Reef Seen
Divers’ Resort (ReefSeenBali.com)
Brandi Mueller is a PADI IDC Staff
Instructor and boat captain living
in the Marshall Islands. When she'’s
not teaching scuba or driving
boats, she's most happy trave-
ling and being underwater with

a camera. For more information,
visit: Brandiunderwater.com.

REFERENCES:
HTTP://REEFSEENBALI.COM
HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/BIOROCK
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SOURCES: US CIA WORLD FACTBOOK, XE.COM,
CDC.GQV, STATE.TRAVEL.US, WIKIPEDIA.ORG,
INDONESIA-TOURISM.COM, REEFSEENBALI.COM,
BALL.COM

History Bali has likely been
inhabited since prehistoric times
originally by Austronesian people
who migrated from Southeast
Asia and Oceania. Indian traders
likely brought Hinduism around
the 2nd century. Islam spread into
Java in the 15th century. The first
European contact came in the
15th century by Dutch explorers
and Dutch colonialists established
a tfrading post in the 17th century
they eventually ruled although
their conquest long and turbulent
over the years. The Dutch only
ruled a short while until Japan
occupied Bali during World War

Il and although the Dutch tried

to regain rule after WWII they
failed and Bali became part

of an independent Indonesia

in 1945 although the Dutch did
not acknowledge it until 1949,
Government: presidential repub-
lic. Capital: Jakarta

Geography Located in
Southeastern Asia, Indonesia is an
archipelago situated between
the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
It is made up of about 13,500
islands, 6,000 of which are inhalb-
ited and sit on either side of the
equator. Bali is located 3.2km
east of Java. The island stretches
153km east to west and 112km
north to south, covering 5,780 sq
km. The highest elevation is at
3,031m, which is the peak of the
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Bali, Indonesia

Equator

active volcano, 2
Agung. Bali's
volcanic soil and
ample rainfall

Location of Bali on
global map (right);
Location of Bali on map
of Indonesida (below)
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is known for its RN

white and black
sand beaches,
rice terraces,
forests, and vol-
canic mountains.
Coral reefs surround the island. In
northwest Bali, Menjangan Island
is part of Bali Barat National Park
and is known for its marine life

and healthy coral reefs. Coastline:

54,716km. Terrain consists primarily
of coastal lowlands, with interior
mountains on larger islands.

Climate Bali enjoys a tropi-

cal climate with the dry season
from May to September and
November to March is the rainy
season. Air temperatures are usu-
ally a constant 28-32°C at sea
level and cooler in the mountain
areas. Water temperatures range
from 25C-29°C however around
areas like Nusa Penida cold water
currents can bring in water as
cold at 17°C.

Environmental issues The
island of Bali falls within the Coral
Triangle, the most biodiverse
marine area on Earth. It contains

over 3,000 species of fish, 6 spe-
cies of turtles, and 75 percent

of the world’s coral species. Bali
faces numerous environmental
challenges many steaming from
a rapidly growing population
and increased urbanization. Land
issues including deforestation,
lack of waste water manage-
ment, beach erosion, garbage
disposal, and others also affect
the marine environment such as
with pesticides, sediment, gar-
bage and other pollution going
directly into the sea. Climate
change and weather events such
as El Nino's have increased coral
bleaching around Bali and the
rest of Indonesia. Overfishing and
unsustainable fishing practices like
cyanide and dynamite fishing still
occur around Indonesia destroy-
ing the reef.

Economy A vast polyglot
nation, Indonesia has experi-
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enced modest economic growth
in recent years. ECconomic
advances were made with sig-
nificant financial reforms. In 2009,

when the global financial crisis hit,

Indonesia fared well compared
to its regional neighbors. It was
one of the only G20 members
posting growth in 2009, along-
side China and India. However,
the government still faces ongo-
ing challenges of improving the
country’s insufficient infrastruc-
ture, labor unrest over wages,
and high oil prices affecting fuel
subsidy programs.

Currency Indonesian rupi-
ah (IDR). US dollars and Euros
are often accepted in resorts.
MasterCard and Visa are widely
accepted in cities and tourist
areas. Major airports and cities
have ATMs but they can be dif-

ficult fo find on the smaller islands.

The island of Bali has numerous
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ATMs

throughout
the island, but be aware
that ATM fraud is on the
rise. Currency exchange
rates will be better in
large cities. Exchange
rates: TUSD = 13,458 IDR;
TEUR =15,834 IDR; 1GBP =17,886
IDR; TAUD = 10,571 IDR; 1SGD =
9,890 IDR

Population 240,580,739 (July
2017 est.). The island of Baliis 4.2
million as of 2014. Ethnic groups:
Javanese 40.1%, Sundanese
15.5%, Malay 3.7%, Batak 3.6%,
Madurese 3%, Betawi 2.9%,
Minangkabau 2.7%, Buginese
2.7%, Bantenese 2%, Banjarese
1.7%, Balinese 1.7%, Acehnese
1.4%, Dayak 1.4%, Sasak 1.3%,

Chinese 1.2% (2010 est.) Religions:

Muslim 87.2%, Protestant 7%,

Roman Catholic 2.9%, Hindu 1.7%,

(2010 est.). Note: Indonesia is
the largest Muslim country in the
world. Visitors are encouraged
to respect local tradition and
dress modestly. Internet users:
65,525,226 (2016 est.)

Language Bahasa Indonesian
is the official language with over

700 regional languages on dif-
ferent islands. English is often
spoken in tourist areas espe-
cially on the island of Bali.
German, Spanish, and
Russian are also common
in the tourist areas.

Health Mosquito-

borne illnesses occur

and there are cases of

malaria, dengue, Zika,
and others. Avoid mos-
quito bites by using mos-
quito repellent and cover-
ing up during fimes when
mosquitos are out. Water and
food-borne illness can also be
a problem so be sure to drink only
bottled or filtered water and that
food is cooked thoroughly.

Decompression chamber
The island of Bali has a chamber
at Sanglah Hospital in Denpasar.

Travel/Visa Passport valid
for six months beyond intfended
stay is required. There is a Visa-
On-Arrival for 35 countries includ-
ing USA, UK, most European and
Asian countries. It is US$25 for a
stay of up to 30 days. Indonesia’s
visas requirements are ever-
changing, so check with your
countries State Department
before traveling.

Security Indonesia has had
recent incidences of terrorism
and travelers should be aware of
their surroundings, avoid public
demonstrations, and be cautious
or avoid traveling at night. Petty
crime is a problem especially in
cities and credit card and ATM
fraud are on the rise. Use only
reputable and marked taxis
preferably arranged by hotels or
shopping centers.

Web sites
Indonesia Tourism
www.indonesia.travel/en



